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Thatcher | Returning home: A small town receives its gre atest son 

strikes at 
heart of 
Tory unity 

Former leader delivers 
a right-wing blast 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Baroness Thatcher last night un- 
dermined John Major’s urgent 
attempts to reunite his party and 
prevent further left wing de- 
fections, by delivering a con- 
temptuous dismissal of calls 
for “one-Naiion Toryism." 

In a uncompromising re- 
statement of her own right- 
wing, Euro-sceptic creed. Lady 
Thatcher derided exponents of 
the alternative view, such as the 
recently departed Emma 
Nicholson, as wanting “No-Na- 
tion Conservatism'’, on account 
of their espousal of “European 
federalism”. 

In a devastating critique of 
what she freely admitted were 
the “problems” now facing the 
lory party, the former Prime 
Minister acknowledged that 
there had been “differences’' 
between herself and Mr Major 
and suggested it was “baloney” 
for “malcontents” to argue that 
the Tory party had moved too 
far to the right. 



Baroness Thatcher: Boloney’ 
to say party is too far to right 

Lady Thatcher used her lec- 
ture in London to complain that 
“in certain limited but impor- 
tant respects, our policies and 
performance have not lived up 
to our analysis and principles.” 

She declared: "we are un- 
popular, above all, because the 
middle classes and afl those who 
aspire to join the middle class- 
es feel that they no longer have 
the incentives and opportunities 
they expect from a Conservative 
government," 

Lady Thatcher combined 
perfunctory statements of sup- 
port for Mr Major and person- 
al criticism of Tony Blair with 
praise for the three leading 
Cabinet right wingers, Michael 
Howard, Michael Portillo and 
Peter Lil/ey. 

She went out of her way to 
praise John Redwood, who 
challenged Mr Major for the 
party leadership last summer, 
for his assertion that a single 
currency would be a “major step 


on the way to a single European 
nation”. ’ 

Her Keith Joseph memorial 
lecture attacked Labour for its 
addiction to tax and spending, 
for its devolution proposals, 
which she said threatened 
“chaos”, and for its embrace of 
European “federalism”. She 
said that Labour's goals might 
deal a “terminal blow to the 
traditions of British parlia- 
mentary democracy”. 

On the Opposition leader 
himself, she was more muted, 
saying she only that doubted 
whether he would be able to 
control his party, or whether his 
“heart” and “gut” were not in 
favour of government spending. 

The Tory high command put 
a brave face on her lecture last 
oight, with Brian Mawhinney, 
the party chairman, saying that 
she had been “devastating” in 
her criticisms of the Labour 
Party. He went on to say that he 
welcomed “her restatement of 
the principles and policies 
which she put in place, and on 
which John Major has built 
and developed.” 

In private, some Tories ex- 
pressed relief that she bad not 
forecast a Labour victory, or ex- 
plicitly criticised the Prime Min- 
ister for his refusal to rule out 
the possibility of a single cur- 
rency in the next Parliament. 

Nor did she flirt with the idea, 
which is canvassed among some 
of her supporters, that the 
Tories would benefit from a pe- 
riod out of power. “The at- 
tractions of Opposition are 
greatly exaggerated by those 
who have not experienced it,” 
she reminded them. 

Admitting for the first time 
in public that it was "no secrer 
that she had differed “on oc- 
casion” from her successor, 
she insisted that these con- 
cerned means and not ends. 

“In the present Prime Min- 
ister, the Party has a leader who 
shares the broad analysis that 
Keith Joseph and I put for- 
ward,” she said. 

Lady Thatcher, cave a rare 
acknowledgement that her gov- 
ernment had allowed the econ- 
omy to overheat in the late 
1980s. But in a speech that was 
in large part a passionate de- 
fence of her achievements in the 
1980s, she said that public 
spending needed to be driven 
down far below the threshold 
sought by minis ters of 40 per- 
cent of national income. She 
also rejected die notion that she 
had ever been against society, 
saying only that she had op- 
posedthe idea that society could 
be identified with the state. 
Thatcher’s speech, page 2; 

Leading article, page 14 
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cany Mitterrand’s coffin through his hometown Jamac for the requiem mass at the church of Saint Pierre 
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In a frozen waste, Chechens wait for death 
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Phil Reeves, in 

Pervomaiskoye, 
southern Russia, 
finds the Chechen 
rebels bitter but 
determined 


Salman Raduyev looked as-' 
tonisbingly calm, given bis 
dilemma. The drone of heli- 
copter gunships overhead was 
a non-stop reminder that he 
faced the full might of an 
outraged Russia and her army. 

And if he, or his band of 
Chechen rebel fighters, had 
any further doubts about the 
scale of the surrounding enemy 
they need only have gazed 
across the dead-flat frozen land- 
scape to the south at a horizon 
dotted with the turrets of field 
guns, armoured personnel car- 
riers and the dark silhouette of 
countless troops. 

Yet as be stood in the heart 
of his village refuge, the rebel 
outlined his demands as calm- 
ly as a schoolmaster giving out 


a homework assignment. There 
wss even a humorous twinkle in 
his deep-set eyes. 

The Chechen leader and his 
fighters yesterday proved re- 
markably accessible, even 
though they remained under 
siege, holed up with scores of 
hostages during the second day 
of a stand-off with the Russian 
military following Tuesday's at- 
tack on Kizlyar in Russia’s 
southern republic of Daghestan. 

Reaching him was simply a 
matter of a 20-minute walk 
down an unguarded ice-covered 
road that led from the neigh- 
bouring village of Sovietskoye. 
Uncharacteristically - and 
amazingly, given their great 
determination to stop the 
Chechens fleeing -the Russians 


had left a chink in their ring of 
steel. 

In Pervomayskoye. a wind- 
swept fanning village where 
the Chechens have been holed 
up since Wednesday, the mud- 
bound streets were deserted but 
for a handful of rebels. Some 
wore black balaclava masks; 
all carried machine guns. Be- 
neath their green Islamic ban- 
dannas the eyes looked wary - 
but not at all afraid. 

Raduyev, a lean man with a 
long red beard, was standing in 
the back yard of a small farm- 
house, a handgun tucked into 
his belt. A few yards away lay a 
ghastly reminder of the price of 
this war the bodies of three 
Chechens who died in the bat- 
tle that ensued when rebels 


took between 2,000 and 3,000 
people hostage in nearby Kizl- 
yar. “They're ours,” he said, gaz- 
ing at the bright blue cloths 
draped over the corpses. Two 
small children, a boy and a girl, 
emerged from the gloom of the 
house. Death in this part of the 
Caucasus is so commonplace 
that no one bothers to shield the 
young. 

There was no sign of the 
hostages, and nor was it any 
longer clear exactly how many 
there were. The Russian au- 
thorities said there were 66, ex- 


cluding 37 Ministry of Interior 
police seized by Chechens from 
a local command post at the 
start of the stand-off. 

But Raduyev insisted be had 
160, whom he said were split 
into groups and held in differ- 
ent bouses around the settle- 
ment - a move that will make 
h much harder for the Russians 
to recover them by force. 

What were clear, though, 
were his terms for ending the 
impasse. If his convoy was to 
continue to Chechnya, it woul 
TURN TO PAGE 2 




Heseltine admits hospital crisis 



UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Michael Heseltine. rbe Deputy 
Prime Minister, yesterday ad- 
mitted that the crisis over hos- 
pital beds was a “matter for 
concern” as the British Medical 
Association demanded urgent 
government action to help a sys- 
tem at “breaking point". 

The doctors' demand came 
amid growing evidence of hos- 
pitals around the country hav- 
ing to take action to curb 
admissions. The BMA found ex- 
amples of hospitals cancelling 
non-emergency operations and 
dosing accident and emergency 


facilities. Separate researehyes- 
terday by the Independent re- 
vealed that the problem was 
affecting hospitals nationwide. 

GPs are spending hours on 
the telephone trying to place 
dangerously ill patients in hos- 
pitals. while accident & emer- 
gency departments are running 
at capacity, the BMA said. 

A Welsh GP was told earli- 
er this week that there were no 
acute beds in the whole of 
South Wales for a patient in 
need of immediate treatment, 
according to the association. 
One London hospital recently 
ran out of trolleys for patients 
in its A&E department for 


whom no beds could be found. 
Another consultant said that pa- 
tients in A&E were being ac- 
commodated on the floor. 

Dr Sandy Macara. chairman 
of the BMA, said: "There is a 
cocktail of problems and it is a 
potentially lethal cocktail." He 
blamed the “wretched internal 
market” in the National Health 
Service which did not channel 
money where it was needed - 
to increase acute beds and staff 
- and “bed blocking” by elder- 
ly people because of the failure 
of community care. 

A range of measures to coun- 
teract a staffing crisis in casu- 
alty departments, with nurses 


Bosnia’s children given £114,000 of hope 


JOJO MOVES 

Readers of the Independent 
have contributed £114,728 to 
our Christmas appeal to help 
the children of former Yu- 
goslavia - money that is already 
being spent on food, medical 
treatment, counselling and re- 
uniting them with their families. 

The largest amount- £44,934 
- went to Save the Children. 
Lawrie Joshua, assistant divi- 
sional director of the charity, 
said the money would help set 
up a registration and reunifi- 
cation programme for the chil- 
dren or Tuzla, and expand the 
scheme which already exists in 
Serbia -Mon tenegro. 

He added: “For the 460 chil- 


dren we have identified as un- 
likely to be reunited with their 
parents, the money wfll go to- 
wards helping develop long- 
term arrangements, such as 
foster care services and special 
programmes for children with 
disabilities. 

“It’s a tremendous boost to 
our efforts and we’re delighted 
that Independent readers were 
so supportive of the campaign,” 
he added.” 

The second largest benefi- 
ciary was the British Red Cross, 
which is using the £39,158 from 
Independent readers to help 
fund its programme for “mes- 
saging and tracing", which puts 
unaccompanied children back 
in touch with their parents. It 



Four-year-old Amela Kurtovic 

will also go towards the “school 
snacks” programme, which en- 
sures 50,000 Bosnian children 
get food and milk each day. 

Mike Whdtlam. director-gen- 
eral of the British Red Cross 


said: “The conflict is over but 
our work now increases, help- 
ing the region move to recon- 
struction and rehabilitation.” 

Readers also raised £19,999 
for the charity Whr Child, The 
money wiQ be used to help set 
up a music therapy centre in 
Mostar; some will also go to- 
wards the £80,000 needed to 
finance the Nase Dijete 
orphanage. 

David WEson, Uhr Child’s ex- 
ecutive director, said: “Your ap- 
peal has made a significant 
impact. Both War Child and the 
young orphans in Tuzla wish to 
express their gratitude.” 

The final recipient was Child 
Advocacy, which is bringing 
Bosnian children to Britain for 


urgent medical treatment and 
helping to rebuild medical fa- 
cilities wiLhin the courtly. 

Readers’ donations totalling 
£10,636 have been forwarded to 
the charity, some of which has 
already' been used to bring the 
first seven children to the UK 

All the children, whose con- 
ditions range from lymphoma to 
severe heart conditions, are re- 
sponding well to treatment and 
the chanty is planning to return 
one child - four-year-old Amela 
Kurtovic - when the political sit- 
uation has stabilised. 

Amela was brought to the 
UK before Christmas so that 
doctors could carry out an op- 
eration on her leg. badly injured 
in a shell blast. 


allowed (o do more medical 
treatments, was announced by 
the Department of Health ear- 
lier this week. 

However, the BMA’s report 
- and accusation that govern- 
ment health reforms are re- 
sponsible-puts ministers under 
renewed pressure. 

Emergency admissions have 
been at record levels for some- 
time - increasing by 13 per cent 
berween 1989/90 and 1993/94- 
but the onset of the flu season, 
the meningitis scare, and the rise 
in fractures due to the cold 
weather have brought matters 
to a head. 

"Perverse market*, page 2 


IN BRIEF 


Woolwich bonanza 

More than 3.5 milli on members 
of Woolwich Building Society 
will receive shares worth up to 
£1.000 when it becomes a bank 
next year. Page 3 

Crime fighters 

Britain's first national crime 
squad is being set up to fight 
organised crime. Page 3 



Call us .arid find out how much-tax fn^'inconfe 
you can- earn from the Virgin Inccim e-j T ~ 

Then compare it -to your batik or b ui Idjpg^Soo^^ r 
deposit-account. The.Vfrg in;:ihcppi.S.?Eg ! ^ 

The cheapest hiqb income ; PFP bdiithe-rh^rxel/.^ji 

. '• F . 



n n to n r/.ii 


Today's weather 

Most areas will be bright, breezy 
and mild. Section TVro, (rage 33 


'-Open 1 seT«i 'day 


. 

ve eA : fra rrr-Sa rnV fix-l 0 pSMi 





section 

ONE 


BUSINESS 16-20 COMMENT 14,15 CROSSWORD 24 GAZETTE 12 
LAW REPORT 12 LEADING ARTICLES 14 LETTERS 14 NEWS 2-11 
OBITUARIES 12 SHARES 19 SPORT 21-24 UNIT TRUSTS 20 


secti on 

TWO 


ARTS 8*9 CHESS 33- CLASSICAL MUSIC 14-16 CROSSWORD 33 
LIFE 4^ LISTINGS 20-25 POKER 33 POP MUSIC 10-13 
REVIEWS 9 TELEVISION & RADIO 26-35 WEATHER 33 


for.- ycuT-i rite 

. . .US. (3t iOCal m&$r~3s&n;cn.6d3 23.5785?'^ 
; -• . .T>'-T£3 

orwntCsto ’ as '3t&Jrgin5ireoi' PO ':Eqx:1S$ 

■ ; FREEPQST/Ttiwctr.NM-GBK- • ' - . i*~ 

... • • iV?-*'-’. 

'£6,000 lucnp'SLirn/wvestJVSirr.--' vc 


Wgn Direct Pmotul financial Service LXd sregubted by the Pmonal 
Investment Authority and IMRQ. The price of unis and any Inczane from thorn an go 
down as well as up. Ybu may not get bade all the money you Invest. The basts of tax 
may dunge h the hituiv Vegm Direct does not offer investment advxe nor make any 
recommendations about investments. We only market our own product*. For your 1 
security all telephone edit to Vo gin Bred will be recorded. ^7 


1 




THE INDEPENDENT ■ FRIDAY 12 JANUARY 1996 : 


news 


Unionists spurn Sinn Fein arms plan 


IN BRIEF 


COUN BROWN and 
DAVID McKTTTRICK 

The Ulster Unionists Inst night 
delivered a setback to the peace 
process by pouring scorn on 
Sinn Fein's proposal to allow the 
IRA to decommission its own 
weapons. 

The British government re- 
acted more cautiously to the 
Sinn Fein statement after the in- 
ternational body on decom- 
missioning IRA arms, led by 


United States Senator George 
Mitchell, met John Major at 
Downing Street. 

The Prime Minister told the 
Mitchell commission, which 
will go to Dublin today, that the 
Sinn Fein proposal had not 
altered Britain’s demand that 
some progress should be made 
on decommissioning by the 
IRA before Sinn Fein is 
admitted to all-parly tails . 

The Prime Minister’s office 
said the Government’s policy 


had not been changed by the 
Sinn Fein submission to the 
Mitchell commission, which 
was being studied by British 
officials before a definitive 
response was made. 

There was cautious optimism 
initially that the proposals by 
Sinn Fein showed sufficient 
movement to pnt the peace 
process hack on track. The idea 
of the IRA decommissioning its 
own weapons, overseen by an 

independent observer, was in 


line with the range of options 
set out some months ago by 
British ministers. 

First indications of a thaw 
from the Ulster Unionists were 
reversed last night after the 
small print in the Sinn Fein 
statement had been studied. 

Ken Magranis, the Ulster 
Unionists* security spokesman, 
rejected a Sinn Fein suggestion 
that the IRA would conader de- 
stroying its own weapons only 
after an overall political settle- 


ment on tbe future of Northern 
Ireland was reached. The idea 
was "totally unacceptable, un- 
workable and unattainable". 

The Mitchell commisrion is 
due to report its conclusions to 
the governments ' next week 
after talks today with John Bru- 
ton, the Irish prime minister, 
and discussions with Unionist 
Mftandk^alBtrqaiasentatiws 
over the weekend. 

In the document, Shu Brin 
said Britain’s proposal that 


those in possession, of iDegal 
arms could be responsible for 
their destruction was a method 
which “may find acceptance" 
among republicans: But an ear- 
ly breakthrough in tbe stalemate 
on disarmament appeared un- 
likely as Sinn Ran ruled out any 
decommissioning before an 

overall political settlement ^ 
Even a gesture at this stage 
would symbolise an IRA sur- 
render^ Sinn Fein said. Its 
spokesman, Martin McGuin- 


ntsa, aanuw eximiu suciumo 
for the Prcvisionals'to begin get- 
ting rid of the guns before the 
party could be dkjwed to sit at 
the negotiating table, were a 
stalling . device and a bogus 
aignmentto avoid dialogue. 

Meanwhile, an indication of 


UClUDnJJCill, 2U1UU1 w a Ultima 

Fail, who strongly criticised 
both Sinn Fein and the British 
government. 


‘Middle class 
have lost the 
incentive’ 




In her first speech on domestic 
policy since she left office five 
years ago. Baroness Thatcher 
dismissed as "baloney” claims 
that the Tories have shifted too 
far to the right, and delivered 
a dire warning against shifting 
to the political centre ground. 

She also used the Keith 
Joseph Memorial Lecture to 
mount a ferocious assault on 
Brussels that ‘'our laws, our par- 
liament, our freedom” were in 
peril. 

“The Conservative Party has 
problems not because our 
analysis has been wrong or our 
principles faulty. Our difficul- 
ties are due to the fact that, in 
certain limited but important re- 
spects, our policies and perfor- 
mance have not lived up to our 
analysis and principles." she 
said. 

“Thai is why the current 
idea, pul around by some mal- 
contents. that the Conservative 
Party is in trouble because it has 
moved to the right - and that 
this is what needs to be reme- 
died - is baloney. 

“Tire test is simple. Just ask 
yourself: is it because the Gov- 
ernment has not spent, bor- 
rowed and taxed enough (hat 
people are discontented? Or is 
it because we have gone too far 
towards increasing Govern- 
ment spending, borrowing and 
taxation.' 

“The answer is obvious. We 
are unpopular above all because 
the middle classes - and all 
those who aspire to join the 
middle classes - feel that they 
no longer have the incentives 
and opportunities they expect 
from a Conservative Govern- 
ment. 

“1 am not sure what is meant 
by those who say that the par- 
ty should return to something 
called One Nation Conser- 
vatism. As far as 1 can tell by 
their views on European fed- 
eralism, such people's creed 
would better be described as No 
Nation Conservatism. 

“And certainly anyone who 
believes that, salvation is to be 


Donald Macintyre 

analyses last 
night’s speech by 
Baroness Thatcher 

found further away from the ba- 
sic Conservative principles 
which prevailed in the 1980s - 
small government, a property- 
owning democracy, tax cuts, 
deregulation and national sov- 
ereignty - is profoundly mis- 
taken." 

Despite praising John Major 
for sharing her “broad analysis”, 
she appeared to cast serious 
doubt on his insistence that the 
Tories under his leadership 
were a party of the centre- 
right. 

For the first time. Lady 
Thatcher admitted to maki ng 
"mistakes” in the late 1980s, 
when inflation took off as the 
economy overheated, but said 
the principles remained good. 

“It would make no econom- 
ic sense at all for us to move 
closer to the policies of our op- 
ponents. Rattier, the econom- 
ic challenge is to cut back the 
burden of state spending, bor- 
rowing and taxation still fur- 
ther,” she said. 

“Trying to move towards the 
centre ground makes no polit- 
ical sense either. It is not the 
centre but the common ground, 
the shared instincts and tradi- 
tions of the British people; on 
which we should pitch our tents. 

“That ground is solid, where- 
as the centre ground is as slip- 
pery as the spin doctors who 
have colonised iL” 

Lady Thatcher said it was no 
secret there had been difference 
“on occasion" between her and 
the Prime Minister, but they 
were limited to how objectives 
should be reached and not the 
nature of the objectives them- 
selves. 

“What is required now is 
that those objectives are clear- 
ly explained, so that a re- 
elected Conservative Govern- 
ment can go further toward 




The Lady’s not for turning: Baroness Thatcher’s speech reflected her bitter opposition to European Integration Photograph: Dillon Bryden 


fulfilling them. Tbe attractions 
of Opposition are greatly ex- 
aggerated by those who have 
not experienced it,” she said. 

She said limiting the size of 
government remained “the 
great issue of British politics” 
but also called for strides in cut- 
ting spending and borrowing. 

Chancellor Kenneth Clarke's 
commitment to reduce the pro- 
portion of public spending as a 
share of national income to be- 
low 40 per cent was welcome 
but needed eventually to be 
brought down “much more”. 

Lady Thatcher went on to 
praise the steady progress made 
the Secretary of State for So- 


cial Security. Peter Lffley, in cut- 
ting the welfare bill, the “coura- 
geous and far-reaching 
reforms” of Home Secretary 
Michael Howard and the claim 
by failed right-wing leadership 
challenger John Redwood that 
a European single currency was 
the first step to a united Europe. 

And she further offered de- 
liberate backing to Defence 
Secretary Michael Portillo - 
the hate figure of the Tbry left 
- for his controversial party con- 
ference speech in which he 
“roundly and rightly attacked" 
proposals fora common EU de- 
fence policy. 

She warned that the Euro- 


pean Court was undermining 
both parliament and the judicial 
system, the EU defence pro- 
posals were a threat to nation- 
al sovereignty and that a single 
currency would lead to a single 
nation. 

Lady Thatcher added point- 
edly: “The Prime Ministerwill 
have the support of aU of us who 
wish to see these dangerous and 
damaging proposals resisted 
and the present trends reversed 
as be argues Britain’s case at the 
forthcoming Inter-Govern- 
mental Conference. And we 
look forward to a successful out- 
come ” 

“Tbe European Union not 


only wishes to take away our; 
powers, it wishes to increase its, 
own,” she said. ■ “ 

“It wants to regulate our in- 
dustries and labour markets, 
pontificate over our tastes, in 
short, to determine our lives. 

“The Maastricht Treaty, 
which established a common 
European citizenship and great- 
ly expanded tbe remit of tbe Eu- 
ropean Commission, shows the 
outlines of the bureaucratic su- 
perstate which is envisaged. 
Maastricht is the beginning, 
not the end, of that process. 

“Self-government, limited 
government, our laws, our par- 
liament, our freedom. These 


things were not easier won. 
And if we Conservatives explain 
that they are now in -peril, 
they will not be lightly surren- 
dered.” 

She added; “Judging from tbe 
opinion polls. Opposition is 
where the electorate is at pre- 
sent inclined to send us. For a 
variety of reasons ._T believe 
that this would be ill-judged on 
theirpart. 

“The Conservative Party still 
has much to offer. And from Mr 
Blair’s New - or not so new - 
Labour Party there is much to 
fear. But we must not ignore the 
present discontent.” 

Leading article, page 14 


Pensioner Injured in 
‘horrific' attack 

A 74-year-old woman was re- 
covering ih hospital after being 

jjunched and stabbed by two 
- men in an attack lasting more 
than three bouts at her home 
insoatiilxmdoora 
- Police stud that Rosamund 
Bean, who suffered a “horrific, 
sustained attack” had been fol- 
lowed to her home in Ken- 
sington from the Elephant and 
castle Shopping precmbt They 
asked for assistance from the 
public in tracing 1 the assailants, 
who were both, light-skinned 
blade men wearing dart cloth- 
ing. One was around 6ft and the 
: other was 5ft2m or 5ft3in. 

Ms Bean was in St Thomas’s 
Hospital, where her condition 
was stable. 

Orange shortage 

The price of freshly squeezed or- 
ange juice could rise by 20 peT 
cent unless the Brussels Com- 
mission changes its rules on im- 
ports, Lord Plumb, leader of the 
ToryMEPs, warned. The Late 
Valencia orange is the only fruit 
which meets British standards 
for freshly squeezed juice, but 
it is unavailable in Europe be- 
tween- December and April. 
Off-season imports from Cuba, 
Jamaica and South Africa have 
been hit by new high t ariffs un- 
der the GATT worid trade deal. 

Maxwell jury 

The Maxwell trial jury was sent 
to a secret hotel for a fourth 
night after fatting to agree ver- 
dicts on Kevin Maxwell, 36, his 
brother lan, 39, and Larry Tra- 
chtenberg, 42, a former 
Maxwell aide, who all deny 
conqriracy to defraud pension 
funds of the Robert Maxwell 
Group. The jury of seven 
women and five men had been 
deliberating for 27 hours. 

Water charges 

Ian Byatt, the water industry 
watchdog, has called on water 
companies to cut charges for 
matting new connections to the 
water mains and has asked the 
Government to change the law 
to allow builders or contractors 
to cany out the work. Mr By- 
att said charges for a domes- 
tic connection can vary from 
£310 to £826 across the coun- 
try and that they often do not 
reflect the cost of doing the job. 
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Save money and 
energy at Homebase. 

(Have you seen the light?) 



PHILIPS ENERGY SAVER LIGHT BULBS 

• Ideal for long burning application c.g. 
overnight lighting, hallways, living rooms 
and porches 

• Use 80% less electricity 

• Last up to 10 rimes longer* 

• 9w=40w standard bulb. 11 w=60w 
standard bulb, 20w= lOOw s tandar d bulb 
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HOUSE AND GARDEN CENTRES 


Good ideas cost less at Homebase. 


Hospital crisis: BMA urges Government to reconsider strategy as problems deepen 


Doctors call for retreat 
on internal market 


Catalogue of 
bed shortages 


Senior doctors yesterday called 
on the Government to recon- 
sider the “perverse effects of the 
internal market" which they 
claimed had exacerbated foe cri- 
sis in emergency admissions. 

Bed and ward closures by 
trust hospitals desperate to bal- 
ance their budgets had left 
thousands with limited access to 
emergency care, foe British 
Medical Association said. Many 
trusts have run short of money 
as their contracts with health au- 
thorities run out with three 
months of the financial year left. 

Dr Sandy Macara, chairman 
of the BMA, said: “The trouble 
is there are no central levers for 
the Government to ensure that 
money goes where it’s most 
needed, because they have set 
up a system where it’s left up to 
the individual purchasers and 
providers.” 

But Gerald Malone, minister 
for health, dismissed claims 
that Government healthcare 
reforms were to blame. He told 
The Worid at One on Radio 4 
yesterday: “Thank goodness we 
now have a health service that 
can actually look at these drills 





at a local level.” The depart- 
ment was aware of the problems 
in some areas and was investi- 
gating more flexible ways for 
hospitals to deal with emergency 
admissions. 

One of the mysteries has 
been the relentless rise in emer- 
gency admissions. Several stud- 
ies have investigated the 
phenomena but no consensus 
has been reached. 

There is evidence some of die 
increase is what researchers 
describe as “sensible”. There is 
greater awareness among GPs 
of the benefits of “ckrt-busting” 
drags immediately after a heart 
attack, for example, so more pa- 
tients are referred to hospital as 
emergencies as a result. Simi- 
larly, GPS and parents are alert 
now to the need for prompt 
treatment for meningitis so 
more suspected cases are being 
sent to hospital as a precaution. 

In fact, a change in GP be- 
haviour and patient attitude 
has been cited as a possible 


cause of the growing pressure 
on accident and emergency de- 
partments, and indirectly, on the 
rise in emergency admissions. 

Patients have become con- 
sumers of healthcare. If they are 
not satisfied with foe care they 
receive, they self-refer to A&E. 

Doctors are increasingly 
aware of tbe threat of litigation. 
Where there is doubt m the 
diagnosis or the seriousness of 
the patient’s condition there 
may be a tendency to refer to 
hospital as an emergency to be 
on the safe side. Demand for 
GP night visits is also hi gh and 
when this cannot be met, A&E 
is foe next port of call. 

The rise in emergency ad- 
missions has also been attrib- 
uted to demographic changes, 
with growing numbers of frail, 
ekfcriy, patients. “Bed Mocking” 
by the elderly becauseof a lack 
of community care facilities is 
being reported countrywide 
and, coupled with a steady de- 
cline in the number of acute 
beds, has intensified the general 
crisis in em ergency admissions. 

• ■ Liz Hunt 


Some of the hospitals forced to 
take action over shortage of 
beds include: 

Borders General Hospital, near 
Melrose. Scotland, has only 
cancelled two or three non ur- 
gent operations but it has trans- 
ferred 50 per cent of day-patient 
beds to in-patient beds. A 
spokesman said tbe hospital is 
under “extreme pressure" due 
to an unprecedented increase in 
the level of medical emergency 
admissions and staff sickness. 
Bridgend Hospital, 'ftfeles, had 
its accident and emergency de- 
partment either effectively fell 
or shut earlier this week. 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary 
stopped certain surgical proce- 
dures because of a nurse short- 
age last week. 

Falkirk and District Royal In- 
firmary; Scotland, postponed 30 
non-urgent operations this 
week as a direct result of pres- 
sure on beds. 

Glasgow Royal Infirmary has 
had to cancel 73 operations this 
week and in the last few days 
medical patients have been 
transferred to surgical wards. It 
normally handles 50 emergency 


admissions per day. This week 
the hospital opened an 11-bed 
winter medical ward, delayed 
since the start of November for 
lack of qualified staff. 

Queens University Hospital, 
Nottingham, is said to be under- 
funded by £2m because it had 
exceeded its contracts. The 
134B-bed hospital claims “foe 
biggest and busiest A&E unit in 
the country”. Some 160.778 pa- 
tients passed through the unit 
last year. All surgical procedures 
were stopped from December 
18 to January 8 and wards were 
closed. 

WhippsOoss Hospital, in Ley- 
tonstone. east London, has 
been on a “red alert” since 3 
January. This means all elective 
admissions are cancelled and 
the hospital closed to ambu- 
lances expect for resuscitation 
and specialities such as mater- 
nity. The hospital has over 800 
beds but none were free for 
em e rgency admissions yesterday 
afternoon. In accident and 
emergency last year, 79,700 
people were treated of which 
about 20 per cent were admit- 
ted to wards. 
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have to be accompanied by a 
human shield of international 
joumalisis, Dagestam and Russ- 
ian officials and aid agency 
representatives. 

“We don’t want to hurt this 
village, and we don’t want 
Dagestan to be drawn into this 
conflict,” he said. But if Russia 
wanted to save foe lives of foe 


hostages, he would need “hard 
guarantees”. 

Dudayev said that the rebel 
leaders decided to attack the air 
base at Kizlyar, where they de- 
stroyed two helicopters, after 
learning that eight . Russian 
transport planes were soon to 
deliver a consignment of rock- 
ets for use in the Chechen war. 
SObting the hospital was not part 
of their initial plan. 


They only resorted to it 
after some of their fighters 
were wounded. “But,” he in- 
sisted, “we absolutely didn't 
touch the hostages. Absolutely 
not. We treated them as 
ourselves." 

After releasing most of their 
captives, foe rebels began their 
retreat to Chechnya on 
Wednesday morning in a con- 
voy of nine buses with what 


Raduyev described as a “mini- 
mum number of hostages." 
They did so after striking an 
agreement with Dagestam and 
Ru^an officials that they would 
receive safe passage back to foe 

breakaway republic. 

But after they had passed 
through Pervomayskoye, only 
yards from the Chechen border, 
a Russian helicopter fired a 
rocket in front of the convoy. 


Raduyev asserted. The rebels 1 §1 
immediately backtracked to foe bi 

village, captured the seven In.' U 

tenor Ministry police and their 11 

arsenal of weapons, and the W 
impasse began. ' SI 

Yesterday the village was S 
■ filled by a ghostly calm as vfl- J2 
lagers . who fled when the; A 

pafoeos am y ed . returned to; ■ 
feed their cattle and chickens B 
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Millions will share in Woolwich windfall 


Niccicum 

More than 3_5 million members 
of Woohwch Building Society 
Bntam s third largest, look sei 
losnare in a shares windfall 
WMth at feast £3bn foliowine ihe 
society s announcement vcs- 
t™y that it is planning to float 
on the Stock Exchange and be- 
come a bank. 

Both the society's 600.000 
borrowers and its 3 iniUion-plus 


share account holders will each 
R J™**-** 1 shares worth up io 
il .000 in return for backing the 
flotation, due in August next 
year. 

While exact details were not 
gjven yesterday, any handout 
wUl mirror that of the Halifax, 
which is to float in April 1907. 
Ib. members are to get a basic 
share allocation, plus a further 
amount depending on the 
amount in their accounts. 


But about 30.000 new savers, 
described by the Wxihvich chief 
executive. fitter Robinson, as 
"carpet haggers", will not ben- 
efit from the frcc-share bo- 
nanza after opening their 
accounts too late. 

Mr Robinson, whose hoard 
•tel last 31 December as the 
deadline for new accounts to be 
Opened, said yesterday: “1 have 
nt> conscience at all about not 
enfranchising carpetbaggers." 


Other non-gainers include 
Woolwich's 40U.1KMI Prime Gold 
current account-holders, plus 
the society's 80.IK.X1 unit trust in- 
vestors. Neither cat ecu ry are 
deemed members of the Wool- 
wich. 

Woolwich's 17 directors, in- 
cluding the chief executive and 
chairman, who received a total 
II. 4m m payments during 1994. 
are likely to benefit from gen- 
erous share option packages. 


similar to those awarded to 
newly listed corporations. 

Sir Brian Jenkins, chairman 
of the society, stressed that any 
future decisions on pay were 
“firmly in the domain of the re- 
muneration committee”, itself 
composed of Woolwich board 
members. 

The Woolwich, founded in 
1 S47. has assets of about £28bn 
and profits in the year to De- 
cember 1994 stood' at JDD2m. 


However, the decision by 
other top-10 building societies 
to seek a share listing had in- 
tensified the pressure on the 
Woolwich. 

Two turbulent years of merg- 
ers, Dotations and takeovers 
among Britain's top building so- 
cieties. including Halifax and 
Leeds Permanent. Cheltenham 
& Gloucester and National & 
Provincial, raised the possfbil- 
itv that the Woolwich might not 


have been able to offer as com- 
petitively-priced loans or saving 
products, leading to decline. 

Mr Robinson, admitted yes- 
terday: “ Powerful forces for 
change., are producing an in- 
tensity of competition that, 
through consolidation, will po- 
larise the industry into well-de- 
fined groups of large and niche 
players.” , . , 

The move by the Woolwich 
also increases pressure on two 


other leading societies. Alliance 
&. Leicester and Nationwide, to 
declare their own hand. Na- 
tionwide ruled out any sudden 
announcement. 

The Alliance, whose plans 
have been the subject of intense 
speculation, is believed to be al- 
most ready to announce its 
plan to float. 

But a spokeswoman said Ihe 
society's board would “take 
any decision in its own time". 


Britons kidnapped 

on expedition to 
‘Stone Age’ jungle 



dayapura 
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IAN MACKINNON 

Foreign Office officials yester- 
day travelled to one of the re- 
motest areas in the world in an 
attempt to glean information 
about four British researchers 
held by separatist guerrillas in 
the Indonesian jungle. 

The four, among a group of 
24 being held in Irian Jaya, all 

e aduated from Cambridge 
diversity last year and were 
part of an independent expe- 
dition studying the region’s im- 
portant plant and wildlife. 

Three hundred troops were 
reported io have been dis- 
patched to the area where the 
group was seized, about 150 
miles south-west of the provin- 
cial capita], Jayapura. 

No ransom demands 
emerged from the kidnappers, 
but an Indonesian human rights 
group in London said they were 
being held by a unit of the Free 
Papua Movement to highlight 
their fight for independence. 
The group urged the British 
government to press Jakarta to 
negotiate with the kidnappers 
rather than use force. 

The four, Daniel Start 21. 
Bill Oates, 22, Anna Mclvor, 21, 
and Annette van der Kolk, 21, 



NEW • 
BRITAIN. 


SotomonSm 


along with two Dutch and a 
German, were taken prisoner at 
their base in Mapenduma vil- 
lage on Monday. Tribal lifestyles 
in the area have changed Little 
since the Stone Age. 

Villagers are believed to have 
helped the rebels capture the ex- 
peditionary team, according to 
the Worldwide Fund for Nature, 
which employs the German 
and one of the Dutchmen. The 
other captured members of the 



Bill Oates: ‘Well equipped 
to cope with this situation ' 


team, which had been con- 
ducting research since Sep- 
tember, are Indonesian. 

The aim of the joint expedi- 
tion. which had the backing of 
the Indonesian government and 
the support of a number of UK 
bodies, including the Royal Ge- 
ographical Society, had been to 
chart the enormous biological 
diversity of the region. 

The hope is that the reserve, 
which includes the Baliem Val- 
ley only discovered by West- 
erners in the 193S, could 
become a national park and 
might eventually be nominated 
a World Heritage Site. 

But the expedition was also 
working with the local com- 
munity in an effort to develop 
a system of sustainable conser- 
vation that would also help the 
tribespeople maintain and im- 
prove their livelihoods. 

The province is rich in cop- 
per, silver, gold, petroleum and 
nutmeg and draws scientists 
and tourists, often attracted 
the Dani tribespeople, many of 
whom still wear grass skirts or 
penis gourds. 

Despite the primitive condi- 
tions and the remoteness of the 
area, Lorentz reserve had not 
been considered dangerous. 



World apart: The lifestyles of tribespeople in the more remote jungle areas of Irian Jaya have changed little for thousands of years 


though there have been a num- 
ber of kidnappings of local 
people. 

Yesterday, those who knew 
Ihe seized Britons -ah of whom 
are experienced travellers and 
veterans of a number of expe- 
ditions - were confident they 
would be tough and resource- 
ful enough to handle their cap- 
tivity. 

Colin Bibby, conservation 
director of the charity Birdlife 
International, another" of the ex- 
pedition's backers, said: 
“They’re young, fit people. 
They will be used to living in 
fairly basic circumstances on 
fairly basic food and being out 
of doors in the tropical forest. 


They will be adequately 
equipped for that physically 
and mentally." 

Dr Mark Warner, senior tu- 
tor at Corpus Chrisii, said Ms 
van der Kolk, from Fleet, 
Hampshire, had graduated with 
an honours degree in zoology 
in June. “She was a model stu- 


dent academically and person- 
ally." he said. “She is outgoing 
with much energy and enter- 
prise and much liked by her fel- 
low students and teachers.” 

Judith Wright, a receptionist 
at Pembroke College, said Ms 
Mclvor. from Bournemouth, 
was well-travelled. “It’s difficult 


to say how she would stand up 
to something like this, but she 
was always interested in travel 
and I would think she would 
stand up very well." 

Dr Chris Burgoyne, former 
tutor of Mr Start, from London, 
at Emmanuel College, said: “I 
would imagine he would cope 


with situations like this well. He 
is a hard-working young lad." 

Dr Ken Riley, senior tutor at 
Clare College, said of Bill 
Oates, from Jedburgh: “I don’t 
know if anybody can be ex- 
pected to cope well in this sort 
of situation, but if I was choos- 
ing anyone, it would be Bill.” 


Raiders stole £5m from post 
office after duping worker 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

Up to £5m in cash was stolen 
during a post office raid after 
criminals duped a postal work- 
er into thinking they were hold- 
ing his family hostage, it was 
revealed yesterday. 

Five men, armed with shot- 
guns and a handgun, hand- 
cuffed staff at the post office in 
Hastings, East Sussex, before 
driving off in a van. 

The g ang were able to exe- 
cute a successful and speedy 
raid by gaining the help of a 
worker at the post office. He 
was approached in the street 
outside on Wednesday after- 
noon tty one of the raiders and 
shown a photograph of his wife 
and children. He was then told 
that his family were being held 


hostage and would be banned 
unless he told them about the 
post office security and help 
them get in. 

At 8.10pm on Wednesday - 
details of the raid were only re- 
leased yesterday - a van con- 
taining four men, all wearing 
balaclavas, one with a pump-ac- 
tion shotgun, one with a sawn- 
off shotgun and another with a 
handgun - arrived at the post 
office in Cambridge Road. 

The men were Jet into the 
b uilding where they handcuffed 

two members of staff and tied 
up a third. They spent about 20 
minutes loading the cash - in- 
tended for pensions and bene- 
fits payments - into the back of 
the van before driving off. No- 
one was injured. 

Only after the alarm had 
been raised did the employee 


who had helped them realise 
their story had been a hoax. His 
family knew nothing of the raid 
and had not been held hostage. 
Aimed police mounted an op- 
eration around the family's 
home in Hastings on Wednes- 
day night but found them safe. 

However, the police said yes- 
terday that the man had been 
“terrified” and that the tele- 

S hone fines to his house may 
ave been cut because he was 
unable to reach them after 
being approached by the raider. 

A police spokesman said: 
“The photograph had been tak- 
en somewhere in Hastings, 
sometime before the raid hap- 
pened. The post office worker 
had tried to contact his family 
after he was shown the picture 
but he couldn't get them on the 
telephone." 


Detective Superintendent 
Paul Westwood said: “We are 
pursuing a number of fines of 
inquiry and will be interviewing 
staff later. The guns certainly 
looked real to the staff in- 
volved who were extremely 
frightened by what happened." 

The robber carrying a pump- 
action shotgun was described as 
being in his 30s, with a stocky 
build and ginger eyebrows. 

His partner carrying a pistol 
was sard to be 5ft 8ins and of 
medium build. He was wearing 
a black bomber jacket with a 
pilot’s flying haL 
The raider who approached 
the post office worker was de- 
scribed as between 30 and 35, 
6ft tall, clean shaven with a dark 
complexion. He was wearing a 
plain red baseball cap and bad 
short dark hair. 


Local gangs ‘pose big threat’ 


JASON BENNETTO 

Traditional crime gangs are 
joining forces and pose a new 
national threat - surpassing 
the activities of groups such as 
the Triads and the Mafia - a big 
police and Home Office study 
has concluded 

The unpublished report is be- 
ing used to influence the struc- 
ture of Britain’s first national 
crime squad, which is being set 
up to fight organised crime. 
Chief constables are to recom- 
mend a “two-pronged" nation- 
al unit, with a co-ordinator in 
charge, the Independent has 
learnt 

One arm of the unit will use 
existing Regional Crime Squads 
to cany out investigations and 
arrests while intelligence gath- 
ering will be the responsibility 
of the National Criminal Intel- 
ligence Service NCIS, which will 


include officers from MI5. 

An 11-month study for the 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers has found that the new na- 
tional unit should concentrate 
on targeting regional crime 
gangs, particularly those in- 
volved in drug trafficking. Con- 
trary to previous reports, 
organisations such as Triads, the 
Mafia. Yardies and Russian 
c riminals , pose little national 
threat compared to local gangs, 
says the study, International 
National and biier-fone Crime. 

Research by the police, 
NCIS, and the Home Office dis- 
covered that traditional crime 
gangs in areas such as the 
North-west, the North-east, the 
Midlands, and the South-east. 

are joining forces for operations 
involving robbery, armed crime, 
and drug dealing. 

Colin Phillips, assistant chief 
constable at Greater Manches- 


ter police, who was in charge of 
the Acpo crime committee 
study, said: “The biggest threat 
is now from local criminals 
who get together and organise 
themselves for a common pur- 
pose. There's no godfather who 
runs everything, but groups 
who join up for particular 
crimes or share contacts.” 

The study says that drugs are 
by far the most popular and lu- 
crative business among the 
criminals. It estimates that there 
are about 300 big criminals 
and that about 10 per cent of all 
crimes are carried out by villains 
from outlying police force areas 
or from abroad. 

The report also says that the 
powers of foreign-influenced 
outfits are greatly exaggerated, 
particularly with Jamaican 
“Yardie” gang sters and Russian 
criminals. There is however, 
more evidence of the involve- 


ment in Britain of the Italian 
Mafia, Chinese Triads, and 
West African criminals. They 
are involved in a range of crimes 
including drug and arms 
dealing, extortion and money 
laundering. 

The study - which will be for- 
mally presented on 7 March - 
was set up to help inform po- 
lice chiefs in England and Whies 
who are finalising their 
proposals for the forthcoming 
national crime unit. 

Police chiefs intend to have 
a national operational arm 
made up of the 1,400 officers in 
the existing six Regional Crime 
Squads, which tackle serious of- 
fences. 

The second wing would be 
the intelligence gathering side, 
headed tty an enhanced Na- 
tional Criminal Intelligence 
Service, which at present has 
about 500 staff. 





Grown-up Ready Brek. 

(With fruit, nuts and a bit of pocket money thrown in.) 


Remember central heating for kids? Weil here's 
central heating for adults. 

Fruit & Nut Ready Brek. 
ft has ail the warmth and goodness of the 
Ready Brek you used to love, but it comes with 
fruit and nuts to satisfy your grown-up appetite. 

With your next box there's 2 Op off, to make 
you feel a little warmer inside. 
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news 


Battle of Newbury: Protesters claim another victory at road site while effort to h ave camps 

Work on bypass 


outlawed in High Courtted^^ 


halted for third 


successive day 


DANNY PENMAN 


Contractors were forced to 
abandon work on the Newbury 
bypass for the third day running 
yesterday as activists threw 
themselves in front of a hy- 
draulic digger and climbed up 
its arm. 

Workmen flanked by ISO se- 
curity guards had begun up- 
rooting trees at the northern 
end of the site at 9am but after 
an hour of struggles, watched by 
50 police officers and involving 
80 activists, work was stopped. 

Although the Third Battle of 
Newbury protest group de- 
scribed their victory as “3-0 to 
us", they are perplexed by their 
success. 

Raul, one of the co-ordinators 
of the campaign, said: “1 don't 
understand their tactics at all. 
From the beginning we expect- 
ed them to send out two or three 
clearance crews 3t once buL they 
just aren't doing that." 

Both sides are keeping a 
high proportion of their re- 
sources in reserve, making the 
anti-road struggle a game of 
strategy. 

The campaigners have not 
mustered more than a quarter 


of their supporters so far. They 
are worried about committing 
too many people to stop clear- 
ance work at one site in case 
work starts simultaneously at 
several others. 

Reliance Security, the firm 
providing the guards, has like- 
wise never committed more 
than 150 people out of an esti- 
mated 500 -strong presence. Re- 
liance has refused to give any 
details of its plans. 

The controversy over the by- 
pass of the Berkshire town con- 
tinued in the High Court 
yesterday. The Highways 
"Agency is trying to get eviction 
orders for the protesL camps 
along the new road's planned 
route. A full hearing of its case 
against the people in two camps 
was postponed until 26 January 
so it can be heard together with 
the cases on two other camps. 
Since the Highways Agency 
applied for possession of the 
four camps, another eight have 
been established. 

The vice-principal of a school 
for the deaf dose to the route 
of the bypass yesterday ex- 
pressed his “deep concerns” 
about the bypass. Many deaf 
people can still hear low fre- 


quencies sounds. Tbe bypass wil] 
sweep within 500 metres of the 
school. 

Tbny Shaw, of Mary Hare 
Grammar, fears that the deep 
rumble of heavy trucks may 
swamp the residual hearing of 
the deaf children at the school. 

Tbe Highways Agency says 
they have assessed the noise im- 
pact on the school. Mr Shaw 
said the techniques used by 
the agency were inadequate 
because they only measured 
the sound detected by people 
with normal hearing. “If you can 
hear only at lew frequencies 
then you’re damned,” he said. 

The Highways Agency said it 
would build earth embank- 
ments, plant trees and use 


porous Tarmac to dampen 
i fre- 


down the road noise. Low 
quency noise, however, is trans- 
mitted through the ground 
rather Lhan air and is very dif- 
ficult to counteract using nor- 
mal road-building techniques. 
The Highways Agency says the 
new road will be no doser to the 
school than the existing A34. 
However a greater length of 
road will pass close to the 
school and the resulting noise 
level may be greater. 



H^^^k^ubfa^^nti-road protesters embracing after halting work on the Newbury bypass for the third day running 
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Burns ‘find’ breathes 
life into Rabbiefest 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 


A festival marking the 200th an- 
, oiversaiy of the~deaih of the 
j poet Robert Burns, which al- 
' most collapsed in chaos last 
month, received a timeh’ boost 
yesterday when a Dumfriesshire 
‘poet claimed he had discovered 
40 new works by Scotland's 
national bard. 

Patrick Hogg, a poet and 
singer from Stranraer, is con- 
vinced that the works, uncov- 
ered in yellowing newspaper 
files, are genuine. The radical 
political poems published in the 
1 790s bear the nom dc plume “A 
Briton", a known Burns 
pseudonym, and are in the an- 
glicised style Burns used when 
writing his political satire. 


BUT THERE ARE THREE ^SSnofiAL TESSAS 


Take away the tax blues with one of Abbey National s three new TESSAs. With our TESSA 3rd Edition, Fixed Rate TESSA or 
Guaranteed Growth TESSA you can now save tax-free in the way that suits you best. 

To find out which one is right for you simply call into your nearest branch or call us free on 0800 100 805 quoting reference A372F. 
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We brib'd to divide them; .. 
Tried all arts to cbide’em,"- 
To starve them, made a 
great fuss: -V 

When some Denton of tfellz 

Inverting the spell, • 

Turn’d the picture of • 
Famine on usl. ■ .: 

1795. Signed A Briton’ 




Mr Hogg. 55. found the 


works while examining claims 
Bums made in a 1794 letter that 
he bad written for the London- 
based Morning Chronicle and 
the Edinburgh Gazetteer. "I just 
started looking at back copies 
of the newspapers in Glasgow 
libraries, thinking that it would 
be a billion- to-one chance that 
I would find anything,” he said. 
“But I came across these works. 
1 looked at the style and the 
names and more I looked at 
them the more convinced I be- 
came that they were the real 
thing.” 

Although senior academics 
have cast doubt on the find, de- 
scribing Mr Hogg's analysis as 


“naive", organisers of this year's 
troubled Bums Bicentenary 
Festival, who have spent the last 
month fending off allegations of 
mismanagement and impro- 
priety. welcomed the news. 

John Strothers, the festival di- 
rector who took up his post af- 
ter his predecessor. Eric Rowe, 
suddenly fled amid a cash cri- 
sis. said: “This is great news. 
More research is needed before 
we can begin revising our an- 
thologies, but it is creating re- 
newed interest in Bums 200 
years after he died and that, af- 
ter our difficulties, is terrific.” 

Mr Hogg presented his dis- 
covery at a conference on 
Robert Bums at Strathclyde 
University yesterday. The Bums 
enthusiast, who is writing a 
book on poet called The Patri- 
ot Bard, said the nom de plume 


and works ''fitted Burns's ideas 
and style in the late ISth 
century before he died”. 

His claims have divided aca- 
demics. Dr Andrew Noble, se- 
nior lecturer in English studies 
at Strathdyde, told delegates he 
believed the poems “resem- 
bled” Bums’s style and could 
weD be authentic. But Dr James 
Mackay, Bums's biographer 
who has edited a collection of 
the bard's poems and letters, has 
examined six of the poems and 
declared them fakes. Comput- 
er analysis of tbe texts, to be car- 
ried out later this year, will 
resolve the controversy. 

Tbe Bums International Fes- 
tival, dubbed the “Rabbiefest”. 
opens in Dumfries, where 
Burns died, next week witha 
torchlight procession and a 
ceilidh. 


Women ‘paying 
double for care’ 


GLENDA COOPER 


Women will be charged twice as 
much as men for long-term 
care insurance, a leading in- 
surance company said yesterday. 

The Prudential, which was 
giving evidence to Lhe Health 
Select Committee inquiry into 
long-term care, said that while 
a 30-year -old man would pay 
nearly £200 per year if insurance 
policies were taken out. a 
woman “would end up paying 
100 per cent more than that”. 

Keith BedeD-Pearce. man- 
aging director of Prudential, told 
Mi’s that people would have Lo 
realise that “responsibility for 
care in extreme old age or in- 
firmity will rest at least in part 
on the individual. 

“When the rainy day comes 
they need to have made some 
provision.” he added. 

He said dial some addition to 
pension funds would seem the 
most obvious solution. 

About one in four people will 
end up in long-term care and 
the number of 85 years olds has 
increased three-fold . 

The Prudential estimated 
that if a 30-ycar-old male who 
took out long-term care insur- 
ance 30 years before he need- 
ed it would have to pay £190 a 
year for care equivalent to 
£15.000 a year. 


A woman would end up pay- 
ing around £380. 

Similarly, for a 50-year-old 
male to take out such insurance 
he would have to pay around 
£450 a year. 

For women, the figure would 
be nearer £900. 

The reason why women 


would pay so much more than 
is becai 


men is because of their longer 
life expectancy. At preseat, 80 
per cent of those aged over 85 
are women. 

BoLh the Prudential and the 
National Association of (tension 
Funds said that demographic 
changes over the next 30 years 
meant that it would be very dif- 
ficult to offer a “pay as you go” 
scheme, by which the present 
generation pays through 
deductions for tbe generation 
before. 

Mr Bedell-Pearce said that 
many people were upset at the 
thought of selling Lheir houses 
to pay for their care, instead of 
passing it on to their children: 
“The majority of children are 
relaxed about the family home 
being used to support their 
parents in their old age but their 
parents are reluctant to do so.” 

But he added: “The state will 
always have to provide a safe- 
ty net for the less well-off who 
are not able to make adequate 
provision.” 



Five teenage boys have been 
arrested in connection with the 
murder of the London head- 
master Philip Lawrence, Scot- 
land Yard said yesterday. 

Three of the arrests were 
made at addresses in north 
London: a 17-year-old boy from 
Holloway; a 15-year-old from 
Crouch Hm and another 15- 
year-old from Camden. 

A 16-year-old boy was 
arrested in central London and 
a 14-year-old from the Harrow 
Road area of north-west 
London, police said. 

They are being held at sta- 
tions across the capital in con- 
nection with the murder and on 
suspicion of conspiring with 
others to use grievous bodily 
harm on a 14-year-old boy. 

A 15-year-old boy was this 
week again remanded by Cam- 
den Youth Court into secure lo- 
cal authority accommodation 
accused of the headmaster's 
murder. 

Mr Lawrence, a 48-year-old 
father-of-four, died after he 
was stabbed when he went to 
the aid of a pupfl following a dis- 
turbance outside St George's 
Roman Catholic School in MaF 
da Vale, north-west London. 
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Is huge ‘power 
tower’ just 
pie in the sky? 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

A "power tower", seven kilo- 
metres high, which could pro- 
duce poUuiion-free energy 
from the North Sea is being pro- 
posed by researchers in the 
Netherlands. 

Its proponents claim that the 
tower could generate nearly 
twice as much electricity as 
Drax, Britain's largest power 
station, by harnessing the same 
natural system that causes wa- 
ter to evaporate from the 
oceans and fall as rain 

The four-mile-high structure 
would be nearly 30 times taller 
than Britain's highest building. 
Canary Wharf Tower (244 me- 
tres) and only J.S4S metres 
lower than the summit of Ever- 
est. Bui civil engineers doubt 
that it could be built, and re- 
newable energy experts said 
there were belter ways of gen- 
erating non-polluting energy. 

At the top of the “Mega- 
Power Tower", ammonia or hy- 
drogen gas would condense in 
the cold of the upper atmos- 
phere and then fall through a 
turbine to the bottom, where 
heat flowing from the warm sea 
would evaporate it and start the 
cycle over again. 

’ According to New Scientist 
magazine, a year-long feasibil- 
ity study carried out by Novem, 
the Netherlands energy and en- 
vironmental agency, on behalf 
of the government, concluded 
that such a vast structure should 
not be impossible to build. 

However, since the lower 
would be more than 10 times 


taller than the highest man- 
made structure - the Mh-melrc 
Warsaw radio mast in Poland - 
this claim has been greeted 
with scepticism. The mast Tell 
down in 1991. just 17 years 
after it had been erected. Even 
if the tower’s construction were 
feasible, energy experts doubt 
that it would be much use. 

One of Britain's foremost 
advocates of renewable ener- 
gies, Dr John TwidcII, of Dc 
Monlfort University in Leices- 
ter, pointed out that conven- 
tional gas turbines generate 
electricity efficiently- convert- 
ing at least 50 per cent of the 
heal energy into electricity - be- 
cause of the high lemperaiurcs 
of combustion. But the pro- 
posed tower would produce a 
temperature difference of only 
□bout 20C to 3UC and so “in en- 
gineering terms, the thermo- 
dynamic efficiency would be 
very low’" he said. "The tower 
would be very inefficient." 

Dr Twidell continued: "It is 
a fallacy to believe we arc short 
of energy - there is an abun- 
dance - the challenge is to har- 
ness that in a cost effective way. 
It is dearly cheaper to have a 
wind turbine that goes up 50 
metres than a tower that is 
seven kilometres high." 

Adrian Fox, of the engineer- 
ing consultants Amp. told New 
Scientist: •‘It's an exdting idea, 
buL when you start conceiving 
of structures that are so huge, 
you can't really make reliable 
comments without doing a de- 
tailed study'. If feasible, it would 
require significant break- 
throughs in technology." 


The MegaPower energy cycle 


Heat flaws to cold air: 
fluid condenses 
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GTECH to 
sue Branson 
over lottery 
bribe claim 


Capital concepts: Sir 
ever made - created 
campaign to improve 


Richard Rogers, chairman of the Architecture Foundation, showing the biggest mode of London 
by the architectural specialists Pipers - to children yesterday in Westminster at the launch of a 
the quality of life in the city. The view is from the east, looking west Photograph. Nick Turpin 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The head of GTECH, the 
American technology company 
that has a 22 per cent slake in 

running the British National 
Lottery, is suing the Virgin 
boss Richard Branson following 
Mr Branson’s allegation last 
month that he was offered a 
bribe to drop out of the race to 
run the national lottery. 

Guy Snowden, chairman of 
GTECH, which provides equip- 
ment for 72 lotteries world-wide, 
was accused of offering Mr 
Branson the inducement to 
withdraw his bid during lunch 
at his house in Holland Park, 
west London in 1993. 

But Mr Snowden has de- 
nied the comments made by Mr 
Branson, chairman of the Vir- 
gin group, in an interview on the 
Panorama programme, which 
he dismissed as “outrageous 
and “untrue" at the time. “1 
have taken this action to restore 
mv good name," he said. 

According to Mr Branson, he 
was so shocked by the offer of 
a bribe that he took down a note 
of the conversation, which he 
said recorded Mr Snowden say- 
ing: “Richard, there’s always a 
bottom line. I'D get to the point. 
In whai way can we help you?" 

Mr Branson said the offer fol- 
lowed his decision to make his 
bid for the lottery non-profit 
making. He said the extra mon- 
ey would go towards the good 
causes that benefit from the lot- 
tery. According to Mr Branson 
he was told by Mr Snowden that 
his plans could cost them “hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds". 

Mr Branson has alr eady 
issued a writ against GTECH, 
and is suing the company for ac- 
cusing him of lying in the 
Panorama interview. 

He has also refused to co- 
operate in an inquiry into his 
claims being led by Oflot, the 
lottery watchdog. 

According to Mr Branson, 
the inquiry may not be inde- 
pendent because it was set up 
by Peter Davis, the head of 
Oflot, who fought off calls for 


his resigns lion last year after be 
admitted accepti ng a series of 
free flights from GTECH dur- 
ing a trip to the United States. 
The battle for the lucrative 
seven-year licence to run the lot- 
tery was eventually won by 
Camelot, which is making £lm 

in profits each week from the 
lottery, ft accepted GTECH as 
a partner and struck a deal for 
the company to provide the ma- 
chinery for the British lottery. 

Camelot has backed Mr 
Snowden in refuting that the 
offer of a bribe ever took place, 
but the company has refused to 
comment on the legal action. 

“It is a matter between 
GTECH and Mr Branson ” a 
spokeswoman said. 

Mr Davis denies he was 
made aware of Mr Branson’s 
claims when he vetted the com- 
panies involved in the bid to run 
the lottery. After the Panorama 
interview, he said he was also 
considering legal action for any 
suggestion that he was aware of 
the allegations of bribery. 

Oflot said yesterday: “Mr 
Davis is not actively consider- 
ing it at the moment, but he has 
not ruled it ouL" 



Richard Branson: Issued writ 


Two arrested over murder 
of man abandoned in flat 



Alan Holmes: ‘He would 
give the shirt off his back* 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

Two men were being ques- 
tioned last night by detectives 
investigating the murder of a 
civilian police mechanic, who 
died after being beaten by bur- 
glars and left tied to his bed 
without food and water for 10 
days. 

The men, both in their mid- 
twenties, were arrested at 6am 
at an address in Kentish Town, 
north London. 

Alan Holmes, 53, a garage 
hand at Kentish Town police sta- 
tion, died in hospital from blood 
clots and dehydration. He bad 
been tied so tightly that circu- 
lation had been cut off to his 
bands and feet. Police said yes- 
terday his cries for help would 
have gone unheard at the flat 

Mr Holmes was described as 
a quiet, gentle man who had 
studied law at Belfast Univer- 


sity. but failed to graduate, be- 
fore moving to London, where 
he had lived in the same flat for 
30 years. 

Burglars had broken into his 
second-storey home above an 
empty shop in Parkway, Cam- 
den Town, in the early houra of 
Boxing Day. 

The alarm was raised when 
he failed to return to work on 
2 January and police eventual- 
ly broke in on 4 January. 

His two bank cash cards had 
been taken and used to with- 
draw £1.000, police said. His 
passport, driving licence and a 
Victorian silver picture frame 
were also taken. 

Police said robbery appeared 
the only motive for the killing. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
John Yates said Mr Holmes was 
too ill to give a full statement 
before he died. 

He added that Mr Holmes 
may have been targeted because 


he was well known to people in 
the area. 

“Mr Holmes led a very, veiy 
quiet lifestyle. He did not drink, 
except for perhaps half a pint 
at Christmas. "This was a hor- 
rendous attack, truly awful. He 
had serious injuries and could 
not move for 10 days." 

Mr Holmes's sister. Mavis 
Yule, 55. said: “He was in a 
dreadful state. I don’t know how 
anyone could have done this. 

“He was a friendly, gentle 
person. He loved poetry and 
should have been a writer. He 
was very kind and would have 
eiven you the shirt off his 
back. 

“Living in London, be saw 
people begging and sleeping in 
doorways. He felt very sorry for 
these people. He may have giv- 
en them money for soup or giv- 
en them a blanket - but he 
would never have let anybody 
he did not know into his flat." 


Rise in road 
deaths revealed 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Road deaths are set to show the 
first increase since 1989, after 
figures released yesterday re- 
vealed that 2,614 people had 
died in the first nine months of 
last year, compared with 2,601 
in the same period in 1994. 

The number of deaths m 
1994, a total of 3.653, were the 
lowest since the Twenties and 
minis ters had hoped that there 
would be a continued decrease. 
The Government aims by 2000 

to have reduced by one-third the 

animal number of casualties 
recorded on the roads durmg 
the early Eighties. 

While the numbers lolled 
and seriously injured have gone 
down already by more than 
one-third, there has been an 
increase in overall casualties of 
around 4 per cent since the 

early Eighues. 

The figures for the firat three- 
quarters of 1993 show' that the 
number of seriously injured on 


the road has gone down slight- 
ly from 33,663 in 1994 to 33,247 
in 1995, a drop of 1 per cenL 
The number of minor injuries 
remained almost exactly the 
same at 191,487 compared with 
191,501 the previous year. 

The Government appears to 
be so embarrassed by the upturn 

in deaths that it has issued 
press releases implying there has 
been no rise. The one published 

yesterday was headed by “road 

deaths show little change in the 
third quarter of 1995" when m 

feet there has been a 3 per cent 

increase in that quarter com- 
pared with the same period in 
the previous year. In years 
when there have been similar 
decreases, the press releases 
have reflected this by boasting 
of 2 per cent or 3 per cent 
reductions. 

A Department of Transport 
spokesman said that material 
was presented in order to 
convince people that “then- 
individual actions in driving 
more safely were worthwhile". 


Teenage terrors 
‘should be caged’ 


Police chiefs in the north-east 
yesterday called for new laws so 
that the most persistent juvenile 
offenders can be kept locked up 
before being dealt with by 
courts. 

The Northumbria force was 
the first in Britain to highlight 
the “mini criraewaves" of prob- 
lem 13- to 14 -year-olds who are 
constantly arrested and released 
to cany out more crime. 

Now, with the problem 
becoming worse and indica- 
tions of children as young as 1 0 
starting on crimewaves, the 
force is calling for an overhaul 
of the justice system with faster 
processing and custody for 
young offenders in the same way 
that adult suspects are held. 

At present, the majority of ju- 
venile offenders have to be 
ieleased pending court action 
because there are so few suit- 
able secure places nationally for 
holding them. But while they are 
awaiting court action, the worst 
young villains cany on offend- 
ing - statistics disclosed yes- 

r > 


terday described a sample of 35 
in the Northumbrian force area 
who were arrested a total of 639 
times for more than 1,300 
offences last year. 

Assistant Chief Constable 
Alan Brown said: "Unless we 
devise a way to deal quickly with 
repeat juvenile offenders, those 
intent on a criminal career 
progress at a terrifying pace... 

“Our findings demonstrate 
that if you don’t keep the nu- 
cleus of prolific offenders in cus- 
tody they go straight out and 
commit a wide variety of further 
offences, often drawing other 
youngsters into criminality." 

Mr Brown said during this 
repeat-offending, juveniles were 
liable to clock up so many 
crimes that by the time the sys- 
tem caught up with them, the 
courts could only “administer 
justice for a fraction of the of- 
fences. This makes a mockery 
of the criminal justice system, 
does nothing to discourage the 
individual spreads fear of crime 
and adds to victims’ frustration." 


MATHS on VIDEO 


with BOOKS 


EASY TO FOLLOW- 
EASY TO AFFORD., 
AND 
REALLY 
DOES 
GET 

RESULTS I 


ONLY 

£ 10.50 

per video hour" 


■Including all neceaajiry books. 

Each video hour ic equivalent 
to between 2 and 4 normal 
tuition hours. 




Tv 


A-Level 

The Agreed Common Core 


G.C.S.E. 


Algebra 

Trig. 

Vectors 

Functions 

Calculus 


11-14’s 


7-10’s 

Learning the times tables 
- with thorough testing. 
Basic addition, subtraction, 
multiplication & division. 



Cap & Gown Series - THE MATHEMATICS SPECIALISTS 


Thorough teaching on video with 
accompanying books by: 

Dr. A. K. Hannaby 

B.Se., Ph.D., F.I.M.A., C.Math. 

Meets the syllabus requirements 
in England, Wales & N.ireland. 

7-day money-back guarantee of 
complete satisfaction. 

For FREE brochure/price-list tel: 01785 713560 or return slip to: 
Cap & Gown Series, P.O. Box 14, Penkridge, Stafford, ST19 5SQ 

Please tick: 7-10’sC] 11-14'slHI G.C.S.E. □ A-LevD 

Mr/Mrs/Miss: 

POSTCODE: 1 1/12 1 

Your details will not be disclosed to any third party 
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□ Mackay hints at deal on Family Law Bill 

□ Heseltine sidesteps taunts over Thatcher 




on waiting time 



Day's end: A man walking through the winter dusk on the Mound, in Edinburgh. Scottish ministers are against the Bill Photograph: Rod Sibbald 

MPS angry at minister opposing daylight BUI 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Michael Forsyth, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, is facing 
angry Tory backbench protests 
over his efforts to kill a Private 
Members' Bill to provide more 
daylight hours by putting British 
docks forward an hour. 

John Butterfill, the lory MP 


for Bournemouth West, pro- 
moting the Bill, appealed per- 
sonally to the Prime Minister at 
a Downing Street meeting to slop 
the Government allowing it to be 
killed on its second reading on 
19 January in the Commons. 

John Major refused to offer 
any assurance that the Bill will 
be allowed to go through to the 
committee stage. The Scottish 


ministers ore preparing to vote 
against it, and aO other ministers 
have been ordered to abstain. 

Although the Bill has cross- 
party support, there is strong op- 
position from MPs who warn it 
would mean milli ons of workers 
and schoolchildren starting out 
in the dark in the mornings. 

The Communication Workers 
Union, representing 12(^000 post 


deliverers, has urged to vote 

against it and yesterday protest- 
ed to the Advertising Standards 
Authority over claims that it 
would save lives. 

Mr Forsyth has made his op- 
position to the British Time (Ex- 
tra Daylight) Bill dear. He took 
the unusual step of issuing a 
statement challenging statistics 
from the Department of Thuis- 


E ort suggesting more daylight 
ours would reduce accidents. 
“It is misleading of propo- 
nents of John Butte rfiU’s bDl to 
claim that there would be a sig- 
nificant reduction in roaa- 
aeddent casualties,” he said. . 

But Mr Butterfill said a stuefy 
by Heriot-Watt University in Ed- 
inburgh showed the Dot figures 
were sound. 


L ord Mackay, the Lord 
Chancellor, confirmed 
last night that he would 
"listen carefimy” to demands for 
an. extension of the time £or re- 
flection under the controversial 
Family Law Bill froth 12 to 18 
months. 

The Lord Chancellor em- 
phasised that he stQl preferred 
a year-long period during which 
divorcing couples would have to 
resolve differences over children 
and finances. 

While government col- 
leagues fear that the concession 
may be necessary to buy off re- 
volts on other parts of the Bill, 
Lord Mackay’islnbour opposite 
number. Lord Irvine of Lairg, 
urged him to resist pressure for 
the change from anti-divorce 
fundamentalists. ' 

The shadow Lord Chancel- 
lor sought to reassure Lord 
Mackay during the opening 
Hay of line-by-hne examination 
in the Lords committee stage 
that an overwhelming majority 
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MASSIVE SALE 



£20 DISCOUNT 


SHARP.™. IOQCOOK (WHITE) 

■ 'Logicook' programme 

■ Autocook and defrost programmes 
Normal price £249.99 Discount £20.00 

Sale price £229.99 d 



SAVE £70 

GOLDSTAR MA1705 

■ 0.6 cu ft 

■ 5 power levels 
Normal price £149.99 
Discount £50.00 

Extra Sale discount £20.00 

Sale price £79.99 


TRICITY 


6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT* (APR 0%) 

ON SELECTED COOKERS 
AND FIRES, AND ALL FIRE AND 
SURROUND PACKAGES. 

AUTUMN DISCOUNTS 
EXTENDED, PLUS EXTRA 
SALE DISCOUNTS ON 
SELECTED PRODUCTS 


I lYlVJ I I SI 055 (WHITE) 

■ Double oven 

■ Sealed plate hob 

Normal price £499.99 Discount £35.00 
Extra Side discount £65 


STRANRAER 


GLEN STRANR/ 

■ Realistic Log effect 

■ 2kW heat output 

Price £58 .99 


O I BURLEY. 


LANGHAM 200 


■ Log effect fire ^ , 

■ IkW or 2kW fan heater 


Normal price £149.99 

Discount £10.00 

Extra Safe dtacoaM £10.00 






tjsggggjgx BARGAIN I 


Sale price 

£129.99 


SAVE £20 


Sale price £399.99 

6 months Interest Free Cretfit* (APS 0%) 

PARKINSON 

COWAN RENOWN (WHITE) 

■ Servery style grill pan 

■ Glass fronted oven door 

Nomud price £34939 Discount £25.00 
Extra Sate discount £25.00 

Sale price £299.99 


SAVE £100 



SAVE £50 


CANNON— VALOR 


ADORN 


■ Attractive wooden cased fire 

■ 3-5kW heat output O 


Fireslide top control 
Hand crafted coals 


Normal price £249.99 
Discwmt £2SJH) 

bin Sale dtecoont £25.00 



Sale price 

£199.99 


SAVE £50 


Norma] price £499.99 
Discount £5 B .or 
baa SdedBCOunt£50J0 

Sale price 

£399.99 


SAVE £100 
NEW WORLD 

^ ESTEEM 3000 (WHITE) 

Clear glass oven door ■ 
'Sola' grill for fast, even grilling ■ 




6 MONTHS 1 NT REST FREE CREDIT <APR0%) 


Normal price £499.99 Discount £50.00 
Extra Sale discount £50.00 

save £ioo I I Sale price £ 399.99 





EASY WAYS 
TO PAY 


EXTENDED 
GUARANTEES 
I AVAILABLE ON MO$T| 
PRODUCTS' 


FREE HOME 
DELIVERY 

V» ITTUN MAINLAND WXJMiN ’kXrJ'. DlNG 
CUTt a.n& -LAAtfr ffcOLL-rr <> 


HELPFUL, TRAINED 
STAFF WHO 
KNOW ABOUT OUR 
PRODUCTS 


Coll far jour nearest shop 
naHomndtr. BadrtcaJ products ae 
suatnUo a Enenjy Centres and 
other selected Brittah Qaa Shops. 

0800 850 900 


British Gas 

Ratal) 


Hi . _ .... . .j 

ELECTRIC & GAS FIRES SURROUNDS CEfflRAL HEATING kTTCHENi$ SIHnNERS’priifii)ii^riis BW9^ Nii^tiiiU(l^^Q|^ls^^^^^^^|| 

• . • • •. * ■ - ••• .... . -n > ' ... 

FteprtcegtxBSineBiwwaiduniemfl ei ww e jiu ed *6 inor<» fc iH taw fm Cmc« a w —iIb on MJoBHd pnxjma.' 
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of Labour : peers would resist any 
move by the . Government lo 
lengthen the waiting time to IS 
months or- even two years, 
which would exacerbate the 
trauma of divorce for children. 

No sooner had he sat down, 
however, than he was contra- 
dicted by the Labour peer Lord 
Stoddart of Swindon, who de- 
clared: “I shall certainly be 

A Inside 
A Parliament 

JBfl Patricia 
fTi Wynn Davies 


supporting amendments which 
give a much longer time for con- 
sideration and reflection." 

Lord Stoddart and fellow 
Labour peer Lord Stallard had 
joined forces with the Tory 
peers Baroness Young - the de 
facto leader of the rebellion 
against the Bill - and Lord Ash- 
bourne^ All four are bitterly op- 
posed to the Bill’s proposals to 
do away with the grounds of 
adultery and unreasonable be- 
haviour and allow "no fault 71 di- 
vorce after a year. 

Laid Irvine made dear his 
broad support for the mea- 
sure, emphasising that three- 
quarters of all divorces are 
currently “quickie'* ones grant- . 
ed within a few months, with 
bnfy the remaining 25 per cent 
waiting two years for a divorce 
.by consent after two years ’sep- 
aration. “There is no greater 
formality than renewing a dri- 
ving licence,” Lord Irvine said 
as he described current district 
court procedures in which 
judges terminated dutches of 
marriages en bloc. Appoint- 
ments with judges to ensure the 
interests of children had been 
satisfied involved two dozen sets 


of parents turning up at 10am 
“like waiting their (urn in the 
doctor's surgery", be said 
• . “A mandatory year for re- 
flection and consideration dur- 
ing which mediation takes place 
is surely much more seemly than 
the conveyor belt approach 1 
have described.” - 


W ith flashes of the old 
showman, Michael 
Heseltine neatly kept 
his balance al Question Time on 
: the backs of two wayward Tory 
chargers and their divergent 
views on Europe. - 

Charger One was Baroness 
Thatcher who reasserted herself 
last night with an attack an “so- 
called” One Nation Conserva- 
tives as European federalists. 
Charger Two was the Deputy 
Prime Minister himself, or at 
least his former self. 

Labour’s Mike O’Brien had 
helpfully pointed out that Mr 
Heseltine was “the one who 
wielded the knife that did her”. 
Given this, would he reaffirm 
Mr Major’s view that Britain 
should be at the heart of Europe 
and “his own stated 1 1987] view 
that there can be no truly uni- 
fied single market without a sin- 
gle currency”. Mr Heseltine 
said the purpose of being in Eu- 
rope was to fight for British in- 
terests. *Thal was very much the 
view of Lady Thatcher, as it is 
of the Prime Minister.” 

Another Labour back- 
bencher, Peter Pike, asked why 
Mr Heseltine had considered it 
essential in 1990 that Lady 
'Thatcher “be removed from 
office". Delighted MPs thought 
the deputy PM had scant room 
to manoeuvre, but he said that 
after resigning in 1986 he had 
done all in his power to secure 
Lady Thatcher’s re-election. 

“I regard the fact that 1 
played such a conspicuous role 
m the 1987 campaign in which 
Mrs Thatcher was re-elected as 
no mean achievement,” 


Lib Dems appeal 4 
for candidates 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The Libera] Democrats face the 
embarrassing prospect of being 
unable to field parliamentary 
candidates to fight every seat in 
London at the next general 
election, according to an inter- 
nal party circular calling for any- 
one “remotely interested" to put 
themselves forward. 

The call suggests that the par- 
ty is weak in large parts of the 
capital, as it is squeezed by Tony 
Blair's “new” Labour Party. 

A briefing for Liberal De- 
mocrat members in the London 
region appeals for volunteers to 
come forward. “If you or any- 
one you know in your area is re- 
motely interested in fighting a 
seat at the general election, 
then now is the time to get an 
application form,” h says. 

The party has recently placed 
advertisemoits in the Liberal De- 
mocrat News for a “large num- 
ber” of London constituencies. 
“Unfortunately, there have not 
been as many replies lo these ad- 
verts as we — would have 
liked,” the circular complains. 

Frank Dobson, Labour's 
spokesman on London issues, 
said yesterday: “They’ll soon 
have to start asking strangers in 


pubs. Even thatTl fail . . .The Lib- 
eral Democrats have no ideas 
and are going nowhere. People 
know onfy Labour can pul right 
the mess made by the Tories." 

The Liberal Democrats are 
haunted by the eve-of-poll de- 
fection of their candidate for the 
by-cIecLicm in Newham North 
East in 1994. Alec Kellaway, a 
former SDP defector from 
Labour, stunned the party in the 
east London borough by an- 
nouncing he was rejoining 
Labour because he was so im- 
pressed by Mr Blair, who was 
already the favourite to succeed 
John Smith as Labour leader. 

The Liberal Democrats’ 
search for candidates has be- 
come more urgent as the Tbiy 
majority aL Westminster is whit- 
tled away - most recently by the 
defection to the Liberal De- 
mocrats of Emma Nicholson. 

In 53 of the 74 greater Lon- 
don constituencies, the Liber- 
al Democrats are more than 20 
per cent behind one or other of 
the two mam parties. 

So far, they have selected 
candidates in more than 250 out 
of the 641 seats in Great Britain 
, and a spokesman promised: 
“People will have the chance 
to vote Liberal Democrat 
wherever they are.” 


informative: 

WHh effect from 1 February 1996 the following 
rates will apply: 


Mortgage Rate 


From 
7.69% pa 


To 

7.49% pa 


Loans of up to £49.999 7.69% pa 7.49% pa 

Loans of £50,000 and above 
agreed after 8 July 1991 7.54% pa 7.34% pa 

Mortgage and Home Improvement Loan agreements 
will be varied accordingly. 


Equity 1 Release Loan 


if a mortgage is held with Fust Direct or no other 
mortgage is outstanding on your property: 

Q From To 

£ Loans of up to £49.999 7.69% pa 7.49% pa 

Loans of £50,000 and above 7.54% pa 7.34% na 

T3 

If a mortgage to held which is not with First Direct: 

W AH loan amounts 9.69% pa 9.49% pa 

MOMteBdirtslanofllMi^Bmkpfa^ Member HSBC 4XF Gunip 
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Inquiry told of Chinook pilots’ safety fears 


T ^iP Uols refused lo flv Ihc JV 7 V 
S , “£, K,nl !™ tilling 

pie hccausc of software proh- 
Jtms. an inquiry was told lotlav. 

jne problem was in soft- 
* 3 * rolling the engines - 
and was one of a eaialticuc of 

problems with the ncwlv 

imroduced Mark: Chinook.’ 

uiner problems included 
. spunous" engine failure warn- 
ings. a miliary pilot told the fa- 


tal accident inquin' at Paisley. 
Strathclyde, 

The test pilots refused to 
Hy the aircraft for a lime be- 
causo “they could not get the 
software tested properly", the 
airman told Aidan O'Neill, for 
the family of Hi Ll Jonathan 
Tapper, who died in the crash. 

Apart from the RAF crew, 
other victims included the eJilc 
of Ulster's counter-terrorist 
services - 10 members of the 


RUC Special Branch, nine 
Army intelligence officers, and 
six M15 officers. 

A Ministry of Defence letter 
was read out which confirmed 
that tests of the aircraft had 
been suspended for a period, 
but it went on to say that it 
would be an ■'oversimplifica- 
tion" to say the lest pilots had 
refused in fly it. 

The letter, from a colonel in 
the Ministry of Defence pro- 


curement executive, said tests 
were halted on airworthiness 
grounds while j fault was being 
investigated. 

There were a “number of in- 
cidents" invoh ing the Mark 2 
Chintmk in the months before 
the crash on 2 June 19Q4. die in- 
quiry was told. These incluJed 
a spurious engine failure indi- 
cation. in which a warning light 
would go on for ! 2 sect mds even 
if there was no fault. 


The military pilot - who is not 
being named for securin' rea- 
sons - said pilots were circulated 
with information warning them 
about (he problem after it 
emerged. 

He also told of concerns with 
the automatic flight control 
system, w hich prompted a mes- 
sage to pilots telling them to 
avoid cruising below 300ft 
for prolonged periods unless 
“oneratkmalh essential". 


The pilot told the inquiry that 
the Chinook was subject to two 
restrictions which limited the 
wav it could be flown. 

These meant that the heli- 
copter had to fly under visual 
rules - an anti-icing stipulation 
meant it could not 17v in air 
temperatures below 4C. 

This meant it could not be 
flown at high level, on its route 
from RAF Aldergrove to Fon 
George in the north of Scotland 


U also carried a weight re- 
striction. which cut the amount 
of fuel it could carry - enough 
for two hours' flight - thus giv- 
ing ji fewer diversion options m 
unforeseen circumstances. 

Flying by instruments, a min- 
imum safe altitude would be set 
for the trip, calculated by find- 
ing the height of the tallest ter- 
rain and adding a safety margin. 

Flying visually involved keep- 
ing in sight of the ground, and 


not breaking Ihc 4C icing lim- 
it. The aircraft was not 
equipped with radar, the inquiry 
was told. 

The pilot said that, if faced 
with unexpected cloud, the op- 
tions would have included re- 
turning 10 Aldergrove. climbing 
to the maximum height per- 
mitted by the 4C margin, or at- 
tempting to follow the coastline 
around the Mull of Kimyre. 

The hearing continues. 


Mosaic ‘doctor’ orders treatment for Albert Lilley rejects advice 

to halt Asylum Bill 


taT-cr -r-Si.-. *•' v . . 



Bedside manner: Cavallere Giovanni Cucco uses a stethoscope to check mosaics on the Albert Memorial, in west London Photograph: Nick Turpin 


JOHN MCKJE 

One of the world s leading mo- 
saic experts has brought his in- 
dividual working methods to 
bear on the work on the Albert 
Memorial, in west London. 
Cavaliere Giovanni Cucco, 


the chief mosairisl at St Mark’s 
Basilica, in Venice, yesterday de- 
ployed his stethoscope and a 
tuning fork as pan of tbe£14w 
restoration work being carried 
out by English Heritage. 

He said: “The way I examine 
the mosaics is like a doctor lis- 


tening to the heartbeat of a pa- 
tient. In parts, the condition of 
the mosaics is nioho malata - 
extremely ill. They have suffered 
badly from rainwater penetra- 
tion over the last century. 

“After the initial examination 
this week we are hoping that 


fewer sections of the mosaic will 
need to be removed than we 
originally feared.” 

The restoration is only the lat- 
est stage in the process of re- 
pairing the memorial. Built by 
Sir George Gilbert Scott lb 
commemorate Prince Albert, it 


was unveiled in 1876 and seri- 
ous repairs on the mosaics were 
last carried out in 1904. The 
main problem is that i be iron 
core of the memorial, which is 
70 to 100ft tall, has rusted. The 
renovations are scheduled for 
completion in 1999. 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

The Government is to press 
ahead with controversial plans 
to withdraw benefits from thou- 
sands of asy lum seekers despite 
warning from its advisory body 
that the plans are “racially di- 
visive” and should be dropped. 

Ministers haw headed off a 
threatened revolt by reprieving 
13,000 would-be refugees who 
would have immediately been 
stripped of their benefits. It has 
also promised local authori- 
ties, which must lake on new re- 
sponsibilities for asylum seekers 
and their families, extra cash. 

Two Tbty-led London bor- 
oughs had been planning an em- 
barrassing challenge to the 
proposalsra the High Court. 

Yesterday, refugee groups 
accused Peler Lilley, the Sec- 
retary of State for Social Secu- 
rity'. of performing a “cynical 
manoeuvre" to head off rebel- 
lion from within his own ranks. 
Claude Moraes. director of the 
Joint Council for the AAfelfare of 
Immigrants, said there will be 
daily “destitution”. 

Jan Shaw, refugee officer 
for Amnesty International, said: 
“This malicious and mean 
Act will do nothing to end the 
hardship for asylum seekers.” 

Under the revised plans, af- 
ter5 February new refugees will 
be denied any benefit unless 
they seek asylum the moment 
they enter the country. Those 
whose claim is refused will no 
longer qualify for benefits while 
they appeal. 

In a withering report, the So- 
cial Security Advisory Com- 
mittee said: “The reality of the 


proposals is that thousands of 
men. women and children will 
be left with no means of pro- 
viding themselves with food or 
shelter. Many will have no op- 
tion hut to live on the streets of 
our major cities and ports. 

“Health professionals have 
warned that, given the vulner- 
ability of many asylum seekers 
due to their already precarious 
physical or mental health, some 
may die.” 

While accepting ministers' 
concerns about taxpayers hav- 
ing to pay to support bogus asy- 
lum seekers, the 14-strong 
committee, chaired by Sir 
Thomas Boyd-Carpenter, con- 
cluded: ”We do not believe 
that it is acceptable that a so- 
lution should be sought by 
putting at risk of destitution 
many people who are genuine- 



Peter Lilley: Warned Act 
will be ‘racially divisive' 


ly seeking refuge in this coun- 
try, amongst whom may be 
some of the most vulnerable and 
defenceless in our society." 

In the Commons yesterday 
Mr Lilley insisted the new rules 
were “fair and necessary”. He 
said lhai over 90 per cent of 
those claiming asylum were 
found to be bogus - and nf the 
vast majority who appealed 
only 4 percent were successful. 
“No responsible government 
could ignore this growing mis- 
use of taxpayers' money.” he 
said, claiming that the changes 
would save £200m a year, dis- 
courage unfounded claims and 
speed up genuine cases. 

The committee questioned 
the Government's figures, sug- 
gesting the new administrative 
costs, coupled with the new 
charges to local authorities, 
would erode those savings. Un- 
der the Children Acl councils 
will have to provide for refugee 
children and still have to bouse 
would-be refugees until new 
housing legislation comes into 
force next September. 

In the Commons. Keith 
Bradley, for Labour, said the ex- 
pected £200m savings would be 
“offset by the appalling addi- 
tional cost to local authorities 
of. for example, having to take 
children into care”. 

The Tory MP and former 
Cabinet minister Peter Brooke 
said he was worried that the cost 
of dealing with asylum seekers 
could be passed on to local au- 
thorities. “Nothing could do 
more harm in terms of relations 
between the host community 
and asylum seekere if the cost 
is simply transferred to council 
taxpayers," he said. 


Mother in chains to sue 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

The pregnant Holloway pris- 
oner shackled during stages of 
her labour is to sue Michael 
Howard, the Horae Secretary, 
for negligence and lack of care, 
in an attempt to outlaw the 
controversial policy. 

The woman, known only as 
Annette, is determined to take 
the case all the way to the Eu- 
ropean Courts if necessary. 
With the support of a wide 
range of maternity and civil 
rights groups who say the prac- 
tice endangers mothers and 
their babies, she wifl'al/ege Mr 
Howard breached article 3 of 


tbe Convention on Human 
Rights, and subjected her to 
“cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment”. 

Annette, serving a sentence 
for theft, was one of several 
women at Holloway prison who 
have been shackled and chained 
during hospital visits. Some are 
said to have been chained to 
male officers during ante -nataJ 
checks, and others - like An- 
nette ~ in the eariy stages of. and 
immediately after, labour. 

Yesterday, it was alleged that 
at least three other women, all 
seriously ill, had been shackled 
when they went to hospital for 
treatment. They included a 
women receiving chemothera- 


py for cancer, a woman suffer- 
ing pneumonia and another 
with dysentery. 

The practice of handcuffing 
and chaining everybody - re- 
gardless of the severity of their 
offence or the risk of escape - 
has been defended by Anne 
Widdecombe, the Prisons Min- 
ister, in the Commons, and by 
Mr Howard yesterday. 

Beverley Lawrence-Beech, 
of the Association of Improve- 
ment of Maternity Services, 
which is supporting Annette’s 
case, yesterday described the 
policy! which has meant women 
are chained in front of their chil- 
dren and at care and custody 
hearings as “barbaric”. 


The policy was introduced in 
April last year, following the es- 
capes from Parkhurst and 
While moor top security jails of 
dangerous men, including IRA 
terrorists. Until then, most 
women prisoners - who rarely 
make escape attempts - had not 
been subjected to handcuffing 
and chaining. 

According to Chris Tchai- 
kovsky, director of Women in 
Prison, the policy has led to 
women refusing to attend faro- 
By funerals, because they did not 
want to be seen in chains, and 
one woman near the end of her 
sentence stopping visits to her i 
90-year-old mother because of | 
the shame of wearing chains. 


P SKIPS 


DAILY POEM 

Night Feast 

By Jackie Wills 

The smooth bannister's like skin 
i is I feel my way downstairs with my feet 
the way a dancer learns a routine. 

As the carpet levels out I turn right 
and lift a hook from the kitchen door, 
rubbing the waU then changing my mind. 

This way there's only fridge light 
to frame me crouching for cold potatoes, 
mayonnaise, sagging trifle, curry. 

I feel the cat's tail on my back 
then her hard head, butting my hand 
away from a bowl of herrings- 

Upstairs the baby's asleep, 
weaned for six months, his mouth 
still moves on a dreamed nipple. 

Jackie Wills’s preoccupations in her collection fbn^er Tower 
(Arc), are family life, mundane, ordinary, but foil 
“fabulous and exact fictions” as Liz Lochhead hasdesoibed them. 
Lipsticks, Silk Cut, Lego, midnight raids on the refrigeratOT, ge - 
tmgdressed-up to go to the pub: these poems are % and skill- 

ful snapshots of the everyday. Just ahead of SiSIfS 
of the TS Eliot Prize next Monday, Jackie Wills will be read- 
ing her verse, along with her fellow short-listed poets, at the 
Almeida Theatre. Islington, London Nl. on Sunday. 


TICKET OFFER 


The Independent, with the Poetry Book Society and the Almei- 
da ^ Theaffe is pleased to make an exclusive two-for-one read- 
ers’ offer for the preview by the TS Eliot ^oit-teted poets- The 
Sdings will take place at the Almeida Theatre on Sunday 14 

£4 or £6. To take advantage of this offer, 
netee p . , rmntmp Independent 


Blood service in 
drive to attract 
young donors 


Any pack wich “Milk Caps Free in this pack” printed on the front, 

and similar packets of KP Skips inside: I 

KP Lunch munch variety pjeks carrying the “best before" codefs) listed below. 

K.P Snack Attack variety’ packs carrying rhe “best before" code(s) listed below 
KP Skips Standard 6 or 10 packs carrying the “best before" codecs) listed below 

KP regret to announce that the above promotion offering free "milk caps” in packets 
of KP Skips has caused distress amongst some customers because of a small number of' 
instances of people accidentally putting these “milk caps” into their mouths. 

A Skips “milk cap" is a circular disk 41mm in diameter used in a variety' of’ childrens 
games. As indicated on the packets these game pieces are not suitable for children 
under the age of 36 months. 

Whilst the producr itself is unaffected and completely safe to eat and the “milk caps" 
conform strictly to European safety legislation for contact with food and are well above 
the minimum size required tor such items by European safety legislation, the Company regrets 
any distress amongsc its ctiscomers. As a precaution therefore, we are advising customers 
who have any of these promotional packets to return them. 


bership ofibe Poetry Book Society in Sa tuner’s effitioa and 
acomflne sel of short-listed boots wdi be aradable to the fim 
10 applicants. 


LOUISE JURY 

The blood service is targeting 
young people in an attempt to 
boost the numbers of new 
donors. A campaign in univer- 
sities and colleges will encour- 
age IS- to 24-year-olds to join 
the 2 million adults who already 
give blood. Hie effort comes as 
stocks are at a record low. 

Sue Cunningham, a Nation- 
al Blood Authority spokes- 
woman, said: “When we look at 
the age breakdown of donors, 
we are conscious that we’re not 
getting enough of the younger 
age group. Research on giving 
blood has shown that if we can 
encourage people to give about 
four times we’ve got them for 
life. There is no evidence that 
younger people wouldn’t want 
to give blood.” 

The amount of blood col- 
lected has risen steadily* over the 
last three years to 2.402,638 do- 
nations last year. This beat the 
previous record of 2^45,455 
i pints given in 1992 when the 
public responded to big appeals 
for supplies because of the 
Gulf war. But demand has also 
risen by 15 to 2 per cent a year, 
with a rise last year of4 per cent 
on 1994, and a record peak in 
the month of November. 

Although improvements in 


surgical technique mean some 
operations can be carried out 
with fewer pints of blood re- 
quired. the amount of surgery 
is increasing. Mrs Cunningham 
said demand frequently rose in 
March when hospital trusts car- 
ried out more operations to use 
up budget surpluses before the 
end of the financial year. 

The authority has had to 
work harder to recruit donors 
in recent years as employers 
have grown less willing to allow 
staff to attend sessions during 
work-time. “The recession has 
had an impact/’ she said. 

Officials blamed the flu epi- 
demic and the Christmas full for 
a slump in collections in the last 
five weeks. On Monday, there 
were fewer than 9,000 units of 
blood - a unit is the treated 
blood from each pint donation 
- in transfusion centres com- 
pared with the 20,000 level 
they aim to have in stock. 

The shortages were continu- 
ing to have a serious impact on 
the NBA’s ability to meet hos- 
pital demands yesterday. A 
source said the Lancaster trans- 
fusion centre was left with no 
stocks of the most common 
blood group, O-positive, after 
emergency supplies were sent 
to two hospitals following a 
serious accident. 



We apologise tor any inconvenience 

or distress caused and assure our customers of our care and attention at all times. 



KP Foods UK, PO Box No 4, Ashby-de-la Zouch. Leicestershire. LEto 2UQ 
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Chechen hostage crisis: Captives used as human shields as Kremlin troops move in to 


encircle the 'Lone Wolves' 
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Rebels and Russians in tense deadlock 





Caspian 

DAGESTAN f Se a 


Hostages held 
by Chechen rebels 


PervomayskoyeTp 

Grozny ^Khasavuyurt 
CHECHNYA { ) 




HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

Chechen rebels were reacting with 
increased nervousness last night as 
Kremlin troops in armoured per- 
sonnel carriers encircled the con- 
voy of buses where they were 
holding up to 200 men, women and 
children as hostages on the 
snowswept steppes of southern 
Russia. 

The militants were initially hos- 
tile. threatening to shoot the 
hostages. But later they offered to 
release women and children if the 
army stopped its menacing 
manoeuvres. 

Later a convoy of official cars was 
reported to have entered the village 
of Pervomayskoye, scene of the dra- 
ma on the freezing plains between 


the regions of Dagestan and Chech- 
nya. This raised hopes of a negoti- 
ated settlement although the 
situation remained tense and 
complicated. 

In Paris, where Boris Yeltsin 
was attending the requiem mass for 
Francois Mitterrand, the Kremlin 
leader caused press excitement by 
telling reporters he was ready to 
withdraw Russian troops from 
Chechnya if the rebels abandoned 
the use of force. But a closer read- 
ing of his words suggested this might 
only be a reiteration of an old 
Kremlin position. 

“There are talks going on inside 
Chechnya,” Mr Yeltsin said after a 
meeting President Jacques Chirac. 
“As soon as Lhey [the rebels] agree 
on not using weapons, we will 
withdraw our troops. Only the 


police will remain to maintain 
public order.” 

Moscow and Grozny agreed at 
peace talks last summer that Russ- 
ian troops would withdraw while 
Chechen militants simultaneously 
disarmed but the treaty was violated 
on both sides. The Kremlin has in- 
sisted that a Chechen surrender of 
arms remains the precondition for 
a troop pull-out. The Muslim mil- 
itants. sticking to their demand for 
nothing less than full indepen- 
dence. say the Russian army, which 
they regard as one of occupation, 
must go. 

Certainly events on the ground 
yesterday gave little cause for op- 
timism. The army, which stopped 
the convoy at Pervomayskoye on 
Wednesday, moved in closer to the 
parked buses where the hostages 


were sheltering from icy winds. The 
Chechens responded by lining the 
hostages up outside as a -human 
shield" in case the troops attacked. 
But after nightfall, the long-suf- 
fering prisoners were put back in 
the buses. 

A Dagestan government 
spokes man. Gadzhi Aripov. said the 
leader of the rebel group. Salman 
Raduyev, was alarmed by reports 
that more Russian armoured vehi- 
cles were approaching the already 
powerful ring of troops and armour, 
saying the rebels would open fire 
if they came too dose. 

“The Dagestan authorities pro- 
pose letting the convoy into Chech- 
nya without using force.” he added. 
Details about the talks were scarce 
but Alexander Mikhailov, a general 
with the Russian intelligence ser- 


vice. said the rebels kept changing 

their minds. . . 

For more than l--*0 of h 
hostages, the ordeal has lasted 
since early on Tuesday;, when the 
rebels seized a hospital in the 
Daeesiani town of Kizlyar and held 
between 2,000 and 3.000 patients 
and staff at gunpoint. ^ 

leased when the rebels abandoned 
Kizh-ar on Wednesday but some 130 
were dragged along forthebu^nd^ 
In Pervomavskove. the Cncvnens 
took a further group of hostages^ 

Itar-Tass reported last night that 
four hostages had escaped. It said 
the Interior Ministry had said that 
the four, all members of the Omon 
special forces police, managed to run 
awav after dark and make it to the 
lines of encircling Russian troops. 
The hostage crisis, the second 


.h .mcpvncv in Russia in less 
Zn nighinare *w M-' 

SnVho. .1 his health permns. 
is hoping to run for a second term 

General Dzhokhar Du^y**- jaunty 
ed Mr Ycltsm. saying he had 
ordered the raid on Kizlyar and 
could stage hundreds more Michar- 
lacks. His son-in-law * Salman 
Raduvev. who is kadingthc prese^ 
operation with about 200 other rafr 
it ants who cal! themselves the 

“Lone Wolves ■ . . 

More than 120 people died m a 
similar hostage drama m the r «*■£ 
em Russian town of Budenncwsk 
last June and at least 23 people haw 
been killed in the current crisis. 


Serbs spare their dead the 
‘disgrace’ of Muslim rule 


Sarajevo — Hell-bent on de- 
parture and damning their en- 
emies. Serbs from Sarajevo dug 
up their dead and burnt down 
I heir houses yesterday, deter- 
mined to head for the wilder- 
ness rather than submit to the 
rule of the Muslim-led Bosnian 
government. 

At Vlakovo. a huge cemetery 
in Ilidza. west of Sarajevo, a me- 
chanical digger worked over- 
time to exhume the bodies for 
the journey to new resting 
places. “That's it. slowly, slow- 
ly. a little more ...” called out 
a grave-digger as three men 
heaved a disintegrating wood- 
en coffin out of its resting place 
and into a new tin casket. 

“His body will go but his spir- 
it will stay here in Ilidza,” Igor 
Mijetovic said, misty-eyed, as 
the body of his cousin. Obrad 
Popadic. a former commander 
of the Bosnian Serb army’s 
Ilidza Brigade, was placed in a 
truck reach- for transport to east- 
ern Bosnia. 

Labourers welded shut a sec- 
ond coffin bearing the corpse of 
his father, Aleksa. as the com- 
mander's widow and sister 
keened and wept Other friends 
and relatives handed out shots 
of rakija and smoked meat to 
the grave-diggers. 

At another plot near by, the 


Emma Daly watched families dig up 
their relatives before leaving Sarajevo 


second because they do noth- 
ing to protect us and the third 


they let 
res from i 


remains of Milan Pusara were 
lifted out of the old coffin and 
into the new: at a third, the hus- 
band and brother of Dobrinka 
Mihajlovic began turning the 
sod on her grave. Most of the 
bodies wilJ go to a new purpose- 
built cemetery in Bosnian Serb 
territory. The living do not yet 
know where they will end up. 

Dragica Sladoje waited her 
turn. She had come to collect 
her husband. Milorad. “It's 
much worse for me this time 
than the last because at least at 
the funeral I saw he had a nice 
coffin, and this time it is just 
dirt." she said, tears pouring 
down her cheeks. 

The thick yellowing day was 
turned in central Sarajevo too, 
this time for the funeral of 
Mirada Duric, a passenger 
killed on Wednesday evening 
when a rocket fired from the 
Serb-held suburb of Grbavica 
crashed into a tram. She was 
buried in the football field, co- 
opted as a war graveyard, near 
her husband, killed on the front 
line at Christmas in 1992. 

Spokesmen for Nato’s Im- 
plementation Force (I-For) 
have blamed -terrorists” for the 


incident. It was the first of its 
kind since the Dayton plan was 
signed, but was characteristic of 
countless Serb attacks during 
the war. Other observers fear 
that Serbs determined to stop 
the unification of Sarajevo are 
trying to fan fears and scare I- 
For into postponing the hand- 
over of five Serb suburbs, 
including Ilidza and Grbavica, 
to the Bosnian government. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, the senior 
Serb negotiating with I-For, 
has demanded an extension 
until September. “Serbs in Sara- 
jevo will not accept Muslim 
rule.” he said, adding that those 
who have nowhere to go could 
“organise themselves and put up 
armed resistance to the estab- 
lishment of a Muslim adminis- 
tration”. 

Back in the city. Sevko Duric 
said: “I lost my son and then, 
when I thought this damned war 
was over, I lost my daughter-in- 
law." He began to weep. His 
other son, Zecir, knelt by the 
grave, tears coursing down his 
face, and blamed the Serbs. 
I-For and his government for 
Mirsada's death: “The first 
because they are killers, the 


100 metres from the front line.” 

Smoke billowed across that 
line yesterday, as Serbs from 
Grbavica began to burn down 
their houses. “It’s better that no 
one should have the house - no 
Muslim will get it,” Dragon 
said with bitter satisfaction, as 
smoke billowed from his square, 
red-tiled home on a front-line 
street. 

“We are all going to leave, 
and the houses will go with us,” 
Dragan said. A crash of tiles: the 
roof of a second burning house 
caved in. “I was bom in that 
bouse,” Slobodan said, while it 
was still standing. “~We used to 
sledge down this hDl as children. 
But now we have to go." 

The men have packed their 
possessions and sent them along 
the mountain road to Pale, the 
Bosnian Serbs' capital, for safe- 
keeping with friends. The road 
to Pale is jammed with lorries, 
hearses and overloaded cars. 

Their families will follow 
them in a week or so. Nebojsa 

E icked his way through the 
roken glass and piles of old 
clothes in his shell-shattered 
house. “I will bum it down 
when I go," he said. “1 don't 
want a Muslim to lire here.” 
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Die dead go too: Bosnian Serbs digging up a coffin in Vlakovo cemetery, near Sarajevo 


Photograph: Enric Marti 


‘0 J - the video’ has 
TV in tabloid frenzy 


DM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

A home video more than two 
hours long in which OJ Simp- 
son offers his side of the story- 
goes on sale in the US todav. 
For S29.95 (£19.50), murder tri- 
al addicts are offered the real 
OJ in his bedroom explaining 
the bloody sock. 

“Finally. OJ Simpson breaks 
his silence and responds to the 
American public.” commercials 
proclaimed. Purchasers could 
call a fr ee m ail order number. 
1-S00-OJTELLS, though were 
warned Lo wait up to a month 
for deliveries. 

The video’s release sent 
tabloid TV shows into a fren- 
zy. Hard Copy, the brashest, 
started serialising excerpts, 
sandwiched between trailers 
for the 61m Eye for an Eye, in 
which a vengeful mother hunts 
down the man she believes 
killed her daughter and got 
away with iL 

OJ Simpson was acquitted of 
the murder of his ex-wife Nicole 
and her friend Ronald Goldman 
three months ago. He pulled out 
of a live post-Inal grilling on net- 
worked television, and shelved 
plans for a pay-per-view show 
after distributors refused to 
handle it. The video promised 
a more controlled environment. 

The journalist picked to in- 
terview Simpson as he loured 
his W.-SI Los Angeles estate was 
Ross Becker, a former local TV 


anchorman who now owns a ra- 
dio station in Kentucky. Hard 
Copy showed footage of the star 
rehearsing his performance 
with the film crew. 

Gloria Allred, an attorney for 
Nicole's family, who have so far 
failed to make him testify in 
their civil law suit, responded 
bitterly. “To make a buck over 
the dead bodies of two innocent 
human beings is really repulsive 
and I hope that people do not 
help him to profit from these 
murders.” she said. 

The Simpson camp has de- 
nied media reports he collect- 
ed S3m. Hard Copy declined to 
say how much it had paid, but 
rival showvl Current Affair said 
it was offered dips for $600,000. 

In the video, Simpson stands 
at the entrance of his estate 
where prosecutors claimed a 
blood rrail led to his bedroom. 
“Once again no blood on any of 
the gates!" he says. “ If there was 
a bloody glove, or a hand that's 
dripping blood, one would think 
Lhal there would be blood 
around.“ 

He ridicules the idea he 
dropped the famous bloody 
glove when he ran into an air 
conditioner on the way home. 
"There ain't no way I'm going 
to run into an air conditioner,” 
he says. 

”1 spent my whole career not 
running into things or people. 
Now suddenly !’m fumbling 
things, gloves and hats, and 
running into [hings?” 


IN BRIEF 


Dini offers resignation again 

Rome — Italy’s Prime Minister Lamberto Dini last night offered 
to resign for the second time in 10 days, Andrew Gumhel reports. 
President Oscar Luigi ScaJfaro will now have to decide whether 
to reject the resignation offer, as he did last montb, open nego- 
tiations to form a new government - possibly led by Mr Dini - 
or dissolve parliament and head for general elections. 

Journalist released on bail in Nigeria 

Lagos — Nigeria freed on bail Paul Adams, Lagos correspondent 
of the Financial Tones. He was arrested in Ogoniland and charged 
with possession of seditious material. Mr Adams was released in 
Pori Harcourt where he had been held since Thursday last week. 
Possession of seditious material, which could be prcvdemocracy 
leaflets, carries a penalty of up to two years’ jail. Reuter 

Officials arrested for Mexican massacre 

Mexico City — The special investigator looking into a massacre 
of 17 peasants last June in the southern slate of Guerrero said 
four former government officials and 17 policemen had been 
arrested on murder and other charges. Reuter 

Politics no joke for Burmese dancers 

Bangkok — .Amnesty international has called on Burma's mili- 
tary leaders to free a dance troupe arrested four days ago after 
they joked publicly about Burmese politics. The eight were de- 
tained at the home of opposition leader. Aung San Suu Kyi-4P 

Dutch ban fur from ‘inhumane’ traps 

The Hague — The Dutch government has banned the import of 
all furs from animals caught in lcghold traps. Such traps are con- 
demned by animal welfare activists as one of the most inhumane 
ways or snaring beaver, otter, lynx and other animals. . Reuter 

Shuttle to attempt satellite rescue 

Cape Canaveral — The space shuttle Endeavour blasted off on 
a nine-day mission to retrieve a Japanese satellite. A Japanese 
astronaut. Koichi Wakata, is to use the shuttle's robot arm to- 
morrow to snag the four-ton satellite. Reuter 

Tennis star’s father ’demanded cash’ 

Stuttgart — Steffi Grafs father, Peter, demanded and got huge 

cash payments for the tennis star's tournament victories, a Ger- 
man Tennis Association official told a Badcn-Wiirttemberg state 
parliament panel investigating her lax affairs. Reuter 
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^gendary ship’s final adventure in the undersea world of Jacques Cousteau 
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hft STa* starrln *> r< ? te l n Cousteau's long-running television series , sank in shallow waters off Singapore after being 

went down fif’-i Aff r*.Jz onve I te<i B . ritish minesweeper, in which the 85-year-old French oceanographer has toured the globe since 1950, 
refloated and rp«»H ev?S[ a * a s * ipyarrf w ’ here she had been berthed. Now the ship, pictured (inset) on an earlier expedition, will be 
ated and retircd ’ ““ Paris- based Cousteau Society. A new Calypso II is already on the drawing board Photograph: AFP 


Lebanon moves to enforce its will 


Ein el-Helwe. Sidon — For 
more than a week, the Pales- 
tinians have been fleeing Ein el- 
Helwe camp, those with 
relatives in Beirut or in the 
south, while the Lebanese 
Army’s 12Lb Brigade soldiers 
have taken to wearing steel 
helmets at their checkpoints 
mound the camp. If Abu Mafa- 
jan does not hand himself over 
for justice, the Lebanese gov- 
ernment says, then the army will 
have to go into Ein el-Helwe 
and find him. And that, as 
everyone in the camp agrees, 
would mean war. 

Inside the camp, unshaven 
gunmen loiter in the alleyways. 
Some are paid by Yasser Arafet, 
some by Moiinir Makdah, 
Arafat's disillusioned former 
commander, others by Abu 
Mahjan whose 800-strong Esba/ 
a! -Ansar (Band of Partisans) is 
now the most powerful Pales- 
tinian Islamic group in Ein el- 
Helwe. Men with pistols guard 
his family borne although the 
word is that the elusive Abu 
Mahjan, whose real name is 
Ahmed al-Saadi, escaped, to 
the northern Lebanese city of 
Tripoli last weekend, passing 


A standoff with the leader of a powerful Palestinian 
group threatens to end in war, Robert Fisk reports 


through the Lebanese sentries 
at night, dressed as a woman. 

Like almost every crisis in 
Lebanon, the hunt for Abu 
Mahjan is on several levels. In- 
spired by members of a dissident 
Sunni Muslim Wihabi organi- 
sation - supposedly run by the 
Saudi exile Ossama bin Laden 
in Sudan - Abu Mahjan is 
blamed for the murder of 
Sheikh Nizar al-Halaby, the 
leader of the Sunni Muslim 
Habasbi sect who was shot 
dead outside his Beirut home 
last August; his 12-year old son 
and a bodyguard were wound- 
ed in the same attack. Five 
members of Abu Mahjan’s 
“Partisans” were later arrested 
by the Lebanese police and 
admitted on television that they 
had helped in the assassination, 
adding thoughtfully that they 
would kill the Sheikh all over 
again for his “apostasy” in the 
unlikely event that he returned 
from the dead. 

The Lebanese 'Wahabis and 


US urges Syria talks 


Jerusalem — The US Secretary 
of State, Vferren Christopher, 
launched an effort to rescue the 
stalled negotiations between 
Israel and Syria yesterday with 
a final round of shuttle diplo- 
macy between Damascus and 
Jerusalem, writes Patrick Cock- 
burn. Israel would like to see a 
summit, between its Prime Min- 
ister, Shimon Peres, and Pres- 
ident Hafez al-Assad by May. 

Despite intense diplomatic 
efforts by the US, talks near 
Washington have not achieved 
a breakthrough. President As- 
sad is reported to have told a vis- 
iting delegation in Damascus 
earlier this week: “I have a day. 


I have a month. I have a year 
and I have a generation.” 

Israel wants to upgrade the 
level of the talks with Syria to 
speed up negotiations. It also 
wants Syria to compromise on 
the line to which Israel would 
withdraw on the Golan Heights. 

Mr Peres has given priority to 
trying to achieve peace with Syr- 
ia since he took over from the 
murdered Yitzhak Rabin in 
November. He has allowed the 
US to play a bigger role in the 
negotiations, which pleased Syr- 
ia because Mr Assad believes 

that only Washington has the in- 
fluence to extract concessions 
from Israel. 


the Habashis arc splinters from 
(he Muslim groups which 
fought in the later years of the 
1975-1990dvilwar both still re- 
ceive considerable funding; the 
former from Saudi dissidents, 
the latter probably from Iran. 
Abu Mahjan has treated the 
Habashis - whose elderly 
Ethiopian founder, Abdullah 
Habashi, now lives in secret in 
the Beirut suburb of Tfeik el- 
Jd id- to a graffiti war which ac- 
cused them of betraying Islam 
Ominously, Sheikh Saad Sbaa- 
ban, the Sunni Muslim prelate 
who ran the most radical of all 
Islamist militias in nothem 
Lebanon - and whose principal 
contribution to Muslim ortho- 
doxy was the destruction of lo- 
cal bars and casinos - has alh'ed 
himself to Abu Mahjan. 

On the face of it, therefore, 
the Lebanese government 
wants to arrest a suspected 
murderer and prove that it can 
impose law and order even in- 
side the Palestinian camps. But 
there are other issues involved. 
Sheikh Shaaban’s group has 
now also been indicted for civ- 
il war crimes. The hunt for Abu 
Mahjan, therefore, may em- 
brace a turbulent priest or two. 
It may also permit the army to 
enter Ein el-Helwe for the first 
time, disarming the Palestinians 
whom many Lebanese still 
blame for their civil war. And 
the camp stands on valuable 
land which still, almost half a 
century after the first Palestin- 
ian refugees arrived, belongs to 
Lebanese families who want 
their property returned to them. 

Even more to the point, the 
Lebanese want to show the 
world that they can control 
every square inch of their coun- 
try. How can they expect the Is- 
raelis to withdraw from 
southern Lebanon on condition 


that the Lebanese army protects 
Israel's northern border if that 
same army cannot even arrest 
a Palestinian gunman IS miles 
south of Beirut? 

Strategic issues thus lie be- 
hind the siege of Ein el-Helwe. 
for Syria as well as Lebanon. 
Up to 300 of Abu Mahjan’s gun- 
men are believed to be wanted 
by the Syrian security police, 
some of them allegedly Syrian 
military deserters. In private. 


Abu Mahjaa's brother says that 
the man the army wants to try 
for murder will commit suicide 
rather than submit lo arrest. 

“The Lebanese want to come 
into our camp,” one of Ein el- 
Hehve’s Palestinian inhabitants 
remarked with deep cynicism. 
“They need to come here. But 
when? I don’t think the gov- 
ernment can take this decision 
by themselves - it is a decision 
that will have to be made in 
Damascus. 1 just hope that 
when they come, they do so 
peacefully. Both sides realise the 
dangers. A lot of people 
could die.’' 


Whitewater: First Lady emerges as election liability 

Clinton battles 
growing storm 
over Hillary 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Beset by the fresh controversy 
swirling' around his wife and a 
budget crisis whose resolution 
looks increasingly remote. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton yesterday 
Launched a public countenhiust 
against his critics that amounts 
to the formal launch of his 
campaign for re-election this 
November. 

Immediately after his While 
House press conference last 
night, his first such exercise since 
August Mr Clinton was leaving 
for a fund-raising dinner in 
Tennessee, and thence to 
Bosnia, where he will visit US 
troops in the Balkans - just as 
his Republican rivals tramp the 
snows of Iowa and New Hamp- 
shire in search of votes in tnc 
key first primaries, now only a 
month away. 

In doing so. the President is 
seeking to deflect attention 
from the budget impasse and es- 
pecially from the travails of Mrs 
Clinton, accused by Republicans 
of failing to come clean about 
her involvement in the White- 
water affair and of having or- 
dered the sacking of the White 
House travel office staff in 
1993. a bungled enterprise 
which seriously damaged the 
image of the young Clinton 
administration. 

Even as Mr Clinton spoke, 
the Whitewater inquisition was 
continuing on Capitol HOI with 


the interrogation of Richard 
Massey, a junior associate of 
Mrs Clinton at the Rose law 
firm in Little Rock, Arkansas m 
the mid-1980s. Mr Massey s 
testimony. Republicans were 
hoping, would provide new 
evidence that the then Arkansas 
Governor’s wife did far more 
work than she has hitherto ad- 
mitted for Madison Guaranty, 
the savings bank owned by the 
Clintons’ partner in the White- 
water real estate venture, and 
whose I9S9 collapse cost Amer- 
ican taxpayers $60m (£38ra). 

One comfort, if the Senate 
Whitewater committee’s chair- 
man, Alfonse D'Amato, was to 
be believed, is that the First 
Lady herself will not be sub- 
poenaed to testify In person, 
thus sparing the White House 
an inaigoity never visited on a 
presidential spouse. 

Bui there is no concealing the 
damage to her standing, just 
when the While House was 
counting on this week’s launch 
of her book on children, U 
Takes a Village to burnish the 
image of a non-political, so- 
cially-caring First Lady. 

According to a USA-Today 
poll, by a margin of almost two 
to one Americans feel she is not 
telling the truth about her role 
in Whitewater. By 44 to 30 per 
cent they do not believe her 
claims that she did not order the 
1993 dismissal of the White 
House travel office, to replace 
the staff with “our people". 


Mrs Clinton herself seems to 
have concluded that the only 
way to handle the unwanted at- 
tention is to grin and bear iti 
“Occasionally I get a little dis- 
tressed. a little sad, angry and 
irritated,” she says in a televi- 
sion interview to be broadcast 
tonight, “but well keep plough- 
ing through and Irving to get to 
the end of this”. 

Her husband's advisers are 
not so philosophical. They fear 
a wife who was an asset in 1992, 
possibly a derisive one in help- 
ing him weather allegations of 
adultery that nearly destroyed 
his campaign, may be a liabili- 
ty in 1996, her very presence 
adding to the impression of un- 
trustworthiness which still dogs 
Mr Clinton. But as White 
House aides ruefully point out, 
she is one dose adviser who can- 
not be sacked. 

Financially too. she is adding 
to the First Family's woes. It is 
Mis Clinton, far more than her 
husband, who is in the eye of the 
Whitewater storm. If the Paula 
Jones sexual harassment case 
against her husband is includ- 
ed, the couple have run up an 
estimated S2m in legal bills, a 
sum which the latest issue of 
Money Magazine says puls the 
Clintons “on a collision course 
with bankruptcy”. A legal de- 
fence fund set up two years ago 
has raised just $800,000. As for 
the proceeds from Mis Clinton's 
book, they will be given to chil- 
dren's charities. 


Craxi eclipses Mafia, 
to top Italy’s hate list 


T he most hated person in 
Italy? Not the Mafia top cat 
Salvatore RiLna, who is serving 
nine life terms in prison for a 
series of killings. The best he 
could manage was third place. 
And not the “Monster of Flo- 
rence’’, Pietro Pacriani, jailed 
for 14 murders. He was fourth. 

Topping the list in a survey for 
RAI radio was Bettino Craxi, 
[he former prime minister. 
CYaxi, convicted in numerous 
rorruption cases, was consid- 
* red far and away the most evil 
jerson. That may be appropri- 
ite, as Craxi himself is for and 
jway; he is living in Tunisia, a 
i unrive from I tab an justice. 

Guilio Andreoni the for- 
per prime minis ter now on tri- 
ll for alleged Mafia links, came 
iecond. The next nine roots all 
rent to politicians, with Presi- 
letst Jacques Chirac of France 
tuning in at No 7, a notch 
tbove President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia. 

trasser Arafat bad a question 
I about a clause in an Israeli- 
felestiiuan economic agree- 
ment being signed on Tuesday. 
Tie FLO leader scrawled a 
[uestionmark beside the clause 
bat allows Israel to seal off 
teas governed by the Pales- 
inian Authority. 

But the Israeli foreign msa- 
;ter, Ehud Barak, dealt easty 
rith it. When it was his turn to 


PEOPLE 


would be free. Arafat has a 
problem with that? So what. I 
erased the sign he wrote on the 
agreement" 

„ _ > Mitterrand was 

ied in the village of 

Jamac yesterday, a former may- 
or of Gouloux was remember- 
ing him through a collection of 
postcards sent by Mitterrand. 


and their daughter. Mazarine 
before returning to France and 
New Year’s Eve with his wife 
Danielle and their two son s. 
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William Safire: Duel role 


Camille Marchand has more 
than 120 cards datingfrom ear- 
ly 1964 until last May, a week 
before Mitterrand left office. 

Posted from around the 
worid, the cards arrived virtu- 
ally every time Mitterrand left 
France. The final one came 
from Berlin. “With best wishes 
from this last nip,” he wrote. 

Mitterrand's real last journey 
abroad, however, was to Egypt 
He spent Christmas in Aswan 
with his mistress, Anne Pingeot, 


lend a spoon via your com- 
puter and collect $lm 
(£65 

The Israeli psychic is searching 
world-wide for an heir, some- 
one who can bend the utensil 
while it is locked in a safe in 
front of a camera at his London 
home. People with InLemet ac- 
cess can watch the action on 
their computer screens. Mr 
Geller, who hasn’t done the 
trick himself, says be thinks chil- 
dren under the age of 16 have 
the best chance of success. 

XT 7Hliam Safire, the New York 
W Times columnist who 
called Hillary Clinton a 
“congenital liar” over her role 
in the complex Whitewater 
property deal, is grateful to 
President Bill Clinton for en- 
suring his “historic notoriety” 
by threatening to punch him in 
the nose. 

Responding to the attack on 
Mrs Clinton on Monday, the 
White House press secretary, 
Mike McCuny, said the Presi- 
dent would have liked to deliv- 
er “a more forceful response to 
the bridge of Mr Safire s nose”. 

That comment, Mr Safire 
said, “rescued from obscurity an 
essay that bad disappeared into 
the Blizzard of ’96”. He would, 
he added, “be amenable to 
snowballs at 40 paces”. 

Maryann Bird 
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international 

— ~ .. jp paris and Jamac 

In memoriam: Wife and mistress, kings and presidents join the French people on a day of high emo 

Mitterrand has 

his way as 

world mourns 



Military cadets carrying Francois Mitterrand's coffin to the funeral service at Jamac yesterday 


Photograph: Daniel Joubert/Reuter 


MARY DEJEVSKY 
Paris 

JOANNA LEE 

Jamac 

Lashed by a biting winter wind, 
beneath skies heavy with ram, 
France yesterday said its final 
adieus to Francois Mitterrand, 
the president who had given the 
French left hope that a Social- 
ist could not only be elected^to 
supreme power, but exercise 
that power with authority. 

For the first dav since Mr 
Mitterrand’s death from cancer 
on Monday, flags flew at half- 
masi throughout the country. 
There was a nationwide minute 
of silence at 11 o’clock: in Paris 
and other cities, and public 
transport came to a bait. These 
were the outward and official 
signs of a country in mourning, 
the few national gestures sanc- 
tioned bv Mr Mitterrand in 
the detailed instructions that he 
entrusted to his executors - and 
for one dav only. 

In the small "Charente town 
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of jamac, where ^ was bom, 
his coffin was accompanied 
from the parish church of M 
Pierre to the graveyard bv fam- 
ily and close friends, watched by 
thousands of local people and 
visitors standing silently in driz- 
zle and driving wind. 

In an expression of broad- 
mindedness and reconciliation 
much remarked upon, the 
mourners included Mitterrand s 
long-standing mistress, Anne 
Pingeot, and his illegitimate 
daughter. Mazarine, iney 
walked, supporting each other, 
rnst a few steps behind the 
widow, Danielle, and his sons, 
Jean-Chrisiophe and Gilbert- 

On the way from the church, 
the cortege halted briefly out- 
side the house where the future 
president was bom, where a 
bouquet of roses hung over 
the porch. In a touching detail, 
stipulated by Mitterrand in his 
last instructions, his black 
labrador, Baltic, accompanied 
the procession. 

The cemetery was opened to 
the public in the early afternoon. 

and the two wreaths, of pink ros- 
es and of violets, that Mitter- 
rand had instructed should lie 
alone on the white stone fami- 
ly vault were soon covered with 
a mountain of red roses. _ 

The intimate ceremonies in 
Jamac took place at the same 
time as a solemn requiem Mass 
at Notre Dame in Paris. Cele- 
brated by the Cardinal Arch- 
bishop of Paris, Mgr 
Jean-Marie Lustiger, the Mass 
was attended by more than 60 
heads of state and government, 
including Boris Yeltsin, Yasser 
Arafat and Fidel Castro, and a 
host of other foreign digni- 
taries, French government min- 
isters. and other political 
figures. Britain sent one of the 
larger European delegations, 
being represented by the Prince 
of ’Wales and the Prime Minis- 
ter, John Major; Tony Blair 
and Alan Beith for Labour and 
the liberal Democrats, as well 
as the former prime ministers 
Edward Heath and James 
Callaghan. 

The nearby- streets and 
precincts of the cathedral were 
crammed with people, some 
carrying the single red rose 


that was the symbol 
rand’s 1931 election victory- 

At the end of the service the 

o«r strangely qiuet 
VIPs scrambled into the buses 
wailing to transport them to a 
reception al the Elysee Palace 

There were memorial gath- 
erings in places most ciosejr as- 
sociated with Mitterrand. In 
Chateau-Chinon among ine 
hills and forests of the Morvan 
in central France, there was a 
mass meeting at town nan, 
where Mitterrand had ser^as 
mayor. Shops closed and drew 
their blinds at 11 o clock. 

Almost 1,000 people gath- 
ered at SolutnS rock where Mr 
Mitterrand went walking en 
famille. Al the Socialist Party 
headquarters in Paris's rue 
Soffenno, party officials and 
workers held their own farewell, 
before going toNotre Dame. 

But the overwhelming im- 
pression from the past four 
days is of the esteem in which 
Mitterrand was held, despile the 
doubts that arose in Jailer years 
about his integrity, despite rev- 
elations about relations with the 
Vjehy regime, despite the po- 
litical and not just physical 
weakness that dogged nis later 
vears. Fora president who had 
left office, not in disgrace to be 
sure, but in a distinctly muled 
manner, without the generous 
tributes that might have been 
accorded to a president of 14 
years, the esieem expressed at 
"his death has been lavish indeed. 

Yesterday's two requiem 
Masses also testified in their 
own very different ways to the 
respect and even affection left 
by Mitterrand's memory. The 
personal emotion was plain for 
all to see. 

There has been discord dur- 
ing the mourning: from some 
Gauilists who criticised Mr 
Chirac for his televised tribute 
to the late president; even 
among the Socialist factions 
some splits were dearly visible. 
But between Mitterrand" s death 
on Monday and his burial, how- 
ever, those political enmities 
and faction rivalries were 
drowned out by a national and 
popular sense of history. 
Political life can now resume. 


Top TV presenter’s 
corruption plea fails 


Paris — France's best known 
television presenter, Patrick 
Poivre d'Aivor, was suspended 
from work for “at least several 
months" yesterday after losing 
a court appeal against a con- 
viction for corruption, writes 
Mary Dqjevsky. The sanction, 
which falls short of dismissal but 
takes Mr Poivre d’Arvoroffthe 
screens indefinitely, was dis- 
closed yesterday by his em- 
ployer French television's first 
channel (TF1). 

The presenter, known uni- 
ve really as “PPDA" and hon- 
oured with a puppet in his 
image that anchors les Guignols, 
the French equivalent of Spit- 
ting Image, was convicted of re- 
ceiving gifts of expensive suits, 
air tickets and foreign holidays 
from the election agent of the 
former mayor of Lyons, Michel 
Noir. In April he was found 
guilty and given a 15-month sus- 
pended prison sentence and a 
fine of 200.000 francs (£27,000) 
- a sentence upheld at appeal 
on Wednesday. 

The two mam figures in the 
case, Noir and his son-in-law 
and agent, Pierre Bo t ton, both 
bad their sentences increased at 
appeal: Noir from 15 months to 
18 months imprisonment (sus- 
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Poivre D’Arvor: Suspended 


pended), and Botton from four 
to five years in prison. Noir, a 
GaullisL, has also been banned 
from holding political office 
for five years, which effectively 
ends what had been a glittering 
political career. Both he and 
Botton are now under investi- 
gation a g ain in connection with 
allegations about illegal Swiss 
h ank accounts. 

But it is the fate of PPDA that 
has caught the public imagina- 
tion and made his suspension 
inevitable. He did not help his 
case by the arguments he had 
used in his defence - that the 
vahie of the gifts was much low- 
er than alleged, that accepting 
gifts was the norm in the French 
media world, and that they had 
n ot infl uenced his reporting. 

TF1, which was widely criti- 
cised for keeping PPDA on af- 
ter his initial conviction, decided 
to take him off the rotas for the 
whole week of the appeal ver- 
dict This reportedly led to 
angry scenes in- the newsroom 
when he learnt that he would 
not be presenting the special 
programmes marking Francois 
Mitterrand's death. 
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Rif kind fails to get China talking to Patten 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

SSSt**- wound up his 
mree-day visit to Pekine Iasi 

29W* ** hrtUS 

uP d J* ina «rc determined to 
look forward, not back*' over 
Je quesuoi. of Hon* Kon S . 
After «i lengthy meet me w jth 
President Jiang Zemin, ih" 
Foreign Secretary' welcomed 

“ 9*“^ ,e *fcr's -repeated 
emphasis that China -•£» noi 

going to intervene in the affairs 
. ■ H °ng Kong" when sover- 
eignly reverts to the mainland 

next year. 

. Respite the more construc- 
tive atmosphere. Mr Rifkind’s 
attempts to persuade Peking to 
resume contact with the Gov- 
eraor of Hong Kong, Chris 
ratten, yielded no response. 
Chinese leaders, as expected. 


al>o remained determined to 
scrap the colony's elected Leg- 
islative Council (LcgCo). The 
foreign ministry spokesman, 
Chen Jian, said: "I think this is 
a dosed case. That is (he Chi- 
nese position and that will not 
change." 

Both Britain and China 
stressed that Mr Rifkind's visit 
had built on a steady improve- 
ment in relations over the pasl 
few months. “If we differ we are 
differing in a friendly way and 
seeking to minimise these dif- 
ferences rather than to max- 
imise them." said Mr Rifkind, 
who described his meeting with 
the Chinese President as “long 
and substantive". Mr Jiang 
spoke of the '‘momentum’' of 
Sino-Briiish co-operation. 

Thai co-operation is not, for 
now. extending to Mr Patten. 
The question of Peking resum- 


ing a dialogue with the Gover- 
nor was raised by Mr Rilkind in 
meetings with the Chinese for- 
eign minister. Gian Qichen, 
and also in yesterday's 70- 
minute session with President 
Jiang. Britain, alarmed at a 
“haemorrhaging of confidence” 
among Hong Kong people in re- 
cent months, is trying to per- 
suade Peking that a renewal of 
contact with Mr Fallen would 
boost morale in Hong Kong. 
But the Chinese side offered no 
encouragement. “They did not 
really respond," a British offi- 
cial admitted. 

The British maintained there 
was still hope. Mr Rifkind said: 
“{President Jiang] emphasised 
the importance of dialogue. 
Dialogue of course means dia- 
logue between all on the Chi- 
nese side and all on the British 
side who have responsibility 


for these matters," Peking has 
refused to have any direct deal- 
ings with Mr Fallen since the au- 
lumn of J 992 when he unveiled 
his political reform package. Mr 
Rifkind reiterated that “only by 
{Mr Patten’s] full involvement 
can we ensure the success that 
we all require. 1 am sure the 
Chinese side will wish to reflect 
on that." 

in die meaniime, il is new ex- 
pected that the much-delayed 
ninth container terminal (CT9) 
project will move ahead after 
Mr Qian told the British side 
that China would accept any 
agreement reached by the com- 
panies involved. A. compro- 
mise may emerge whereby ihe 
Jurdine group, which China 
abhore as a political ally of Mr 
Patten, would drop out of the 
CT9 consortium in return for an 
alternative stake in one of the 


other forthcoming container 
terminal projects. * 

The Chinese played down Mr 
Rifland’sclaim to have reached 
an agreement on right of abode 
in Hong Kong after 1997. “I 
think this is an exchange of 
views ... between the two for- 
eign ministers instead of a con- 
crete negotiation,” said Mr 
Chen. Mr Qian's statement 
that “all residents now with 
permanent residence status in 
Hong Kong will continue to 
have residence status after 30 
June 1997" still leaves many spe- 
cific questions to be settled. But 
there were positive signs that 
such negotiations could now 
yield results. 

China would seek a solution 
“realistically, flexibly, and in a 
relaxed manner", said Mr Chen. 
“This represents a political will- 
ingness.” 


Cab inet chosen: Comfortable victory promises no easy future for new prime minister 

Teacher to run Japan’s economy 

HARD LLOYD PARRY 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

Ryu taro Hashimo/o, 58, leader 
of Japan's Liberal Democratic 
Party, was elected Prime Min- 
ister yesterday, and unveiled his 
pew cabinet after days spent try- 
ing to persuade colleagues to 
accept one of its key posts. 

After the unexpected resig- 
nation last week of Tomnchi 
Murayama, Mr Hashimoto’s 
accession was assured and, with 
the support of all three parties 
in the ruling coalition, he won 


a comfortable majority over 
his nearest rival. Ichiro Ozawa, 
of the opposition Shinshinto 
(New Frontier) party. 

But despite the co-opera- 
tion of the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) and the New Par- 
ty Sakigakc. the job of Finance 
Minister was filled only a few 
hours before ft was due to be an- 
nounced. After a farcical game 
of political pass-the-parcel, it 
landed in the lap ot Waiaru 
Kubo, the SDP secretary-gen- 
eral, a former teacher with no 
experience of government 


The cabinet fiasco is symp- 
lomalicof the problems facing 
Mr Hashimoto, the fourth 
Prime Minister since the gen* 
eral election of 1993 when the 
LDP lost its 38-year old majority 
after the defection of some of 
its senior members. The fi- 
nance portfolio, one Japan's 
most powerful posts, is regard- 
ed as a poisoned chalice, and at 
least two senior LDP members 
refused point blank to take 
stewardship of the second 
largest economy in the world. 

Apart born the general slug- 


gishness of the economy, which 
havered on the edge of reces- 
sion throughout Mr Muraya- 
ma’s tenure, the new finance 
minister faces the particular 
problem of seven bankrupt 
jusen or housing loan corpora- 
tions. A baQ-out plan has been 
agreed by the coalition but it is 
deeply unpopular, involving the 
use of 685 billion yen (£4.35bn) 
of public money to save the 
jusau which were brought to 
their knees after rash lending 
during the “bubble economy" of 
the 1980s. Many economists 


place the blame for this with the 
LDP. which then enjoyed un- 
challenged power. 

The career of the Iasi 
finance minister. Masayoshi 
lakemura. was in effect brought 
to an end by his tenure of the 
post. 

By appointing the Socialist 
Mr Kubo as the fall guy re- 
sponsible for steering the plan 
through parliament, Mr 
Hashimoto has cunningly 
deflected opprobrium for the 
expensive scheme away from his 
own party. 


Grey men’s Elvis checks in to heartbreak hotel 


e 


Tokyo — ft doesn’t take much 
to be labelled “colourful” in 
Japanese public life, but by the 
grey standards of his fellow 
politicians, Ryu taro Hashimo- 
to, 58, is a flamboyant charac- 
ter, writes Richard Lloyd Party. 
Quite apart from his reputation 
as a tough negotiator and back- 
room deal-maker, the new 
Prime Minister is an accom- 
plished photographer, a black 
It in kendo (Japanese sword- 
fighting), a mountaineer (two 
Everest attempts) and, accord- 
ing to insistent rumour, some- 
thing of a ladies’ man (a bar 
hostess who d aimed he se- 
duced her revealed that “even 
after we had finished, he did not 
creep away like most men”). 

His briltiantined hair, greasi- 
ly smooth complexion and ear 
lobe-deep sideburns have pro- 
voked comparisons with Elvis 
Presley - even if be doesn’t own 
blue suede shoes, he did once 
meet US trade negotiators 
dressed in a green leather suit 
After the moribund premiership 
of Tbmiichi Murayama, his for- 
mal endorsement as Prime 
Minister comes like a whiff of 
expensive aftershave. 

Japan has been struggling to 



Ryutaro Hashimoto bowing 
to parliamentary applause 


renew its political system since 
1 993: as the fourth Prime Min- 
ister since the last election and 
the leader of a feeble three-par- 
ty coalition, good looks and pop- 
ularity among voters are never 
going to be" enough for Mr 


Hashimoto. lb sustain his pow- 
er and fulfil his charismatic 
promise, he is likely to assume 
a much lower profile over the 
next few months and concen- 
trate on the tragfamorous but es- 
sential task of rallying his 
Liberal Democratic F^rty . 

Mr Hashimoto is above all a 
political professional, unfet- 
tered by principle and fully ca- 
pable of shifting his mound for 
practical gain. Unlike Ichiro 
Ozawa, leader of the opposition 
Shinshinto (New Frontier) par- 
ty, a firm supporter of free 
trade and greater participation 
in diplomacy and peace-keep- 
ing. Mr Hashimoto has few 
signature policies. He is believed 
to favour deregulation and an 
opening up of Japanese mar- 
kets; ironically, though, he came 
to prominence last year as Min- 
ister of International Trade and 
Industry by refusing to give in 
to American demands for guar- 
anteed access to the car market 

Similarly, he gained a repu- 
tation as a nationalist when, as 
president of the powerful and 
ultra-conservative Association 
of War Bereaved Families, he 
made a controversial visit to a 
militarist shrine on the 50th an- 


niversary of Japan’s defeat in 
the Second World War. But af- 
ter his election to the leadership 
of the LDP necessitated a more 
statesmanlike image, he re- 
signed his presidency. 

As the first LDP Prime Min- 
ister since 1993, when the par- 
ty which had governed for 3S 
years lost its majority after re- 
formers (led by Mr Ozawa) 
broke away, his first priority is 
winning an election. Hashimo- 
to Senior was also a cabinet min- 
ister; his son, Ryutaro, inherited 
his constituency and his support 
in the party machine, but in 
most respects he is considered 
an outsider, an arrogant flouler 
of the party’s stern hierarchies. 

He has few close LDP allies, 
and he is far enough to the right 
to cause unease among the So- 
cial Democratic Party of his pre- 
decessor. Mr Murayama. which 
is still indispensable to the 
coalition’s uneasy majority. 

The next election must take 
place by summer 199, but its ex- 
act timing is the Prime Minis- 
ter's call. In the meantime, the 
government is still faced with 
migraine-inducing problems - 
principaDy, the bad-out of bank- 
rupt housing loan companies 


and the problem of American 
troops on the island of Okinawa, 
the object of widespread re- 
sentment since the rape of a lo- 
cal girl last year. 

He also faces a formidable 
opponent in the turncoat Mr 
Ozawa, who yesterday repeat- 
ed his insistence on an imme- 
diate election. A new electoral 
system, replacing many of the 
old multi-member districts with 
single-seat constituencies, 
makes the business alarmingly 
unpredictable. If Mr Hashimo- 
to fails his party at election 
time, it is hard to imagine that 
he coukl keep his job. EMs lives, 
but only for the time being. 



Framed: Malcolm Rifkind snapping photographers during a trip to the Great Wall 
yesterday at the end of his three-day visit to China Photograph: Greg Baker/AP 
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Professor Sir 
Harold Bailey 


Harold Bailey was an academ- 
ic Titan who dominated 
international philological re- 
search for over 60 years. At 
Cambridge University where 
he completed his career as Pro- 
fessor Emeritus of Sanskrit he 
extended our understanding of 
all the ancient Indo-Iranian 
language groups and thus, in- 
directly, of the folklore, histo- 
ry and religions of Central and 
South-Eastern Asia. In the 
opinion of some Cambridge 
academics he was the greatest 
scholar of his college - Queens’ 
- since Erasmus. 

The chief goal of his life-work 
was to direct his formidable in- 
tellect and gift for mnemonic re- 
tention Lowards the task of 
tracing the development of the 
one language (first attested in 
Hittite records of about 2000 
BC) from which the Indian 
and Iranian languages evolved. 
He also investigated the lin- 
guistic and literary aspects of 
Indian Buddhist culture, par- 
ticularly among the peoples of 
Chinese Turkistan. He was fas- 
cinated by the nomadic Sakas 
who inhabited the kingdom of 
Khotan (Marco Kilo's “Land of 
Jade"), now forming part of 
China's Sinkiang Uighui Au- 
tonomous Region, and spent 
years studying the Khotan ese 
Saka scrolls discovered by the 
archaeologist-explorer Sir 
Aurel Stein in May 1907. 

These writings had lain hid- 
den for over 1.000 years in the 
“Caves of the Thousand Bud- 
dhas'’ (Ch'ien Fo-tung) when a 
Buddhist priest first revealed 
them to Stein on that momen- 
tous occasion. In his book On 
> indent Central Asian Tracks, he 
writes, “The priest summoned 
up courage that morning to 
open before me the rough door 
closing the entrance to the 
rock-carved recess . . . The 
sight disclosed in the dim light 
of the little oil-lamp made my 
eyes open wide. Heaped up in 
layers, but without any order, 
there appeared a solid mass of 
manuscript bundles rising to 10 
feel from the floor." Thanks to 
Bailey's efforts these once vir- 


tually inscrutable texts have 
since been published with com- 
mentaries, translations and the 
monumental Dictionary of 
Khotan Saka (1979) that con- 
stitutes Bailey's greatest gift to 
posterity. 

The great historian Arnold 
Toynbee, who was his colleague 
in the Foreign Office’s Re- 
search Department in the Sec- 
ond World VShr, describes in the 
10th volume of his Study of 
History the implausible cir- 
cumstances in which Bailey dis- 
covered Ids calling. As a child 
of 10 he was taken from his 
birthplace at Devizes. Wilt- 
shire. to Australia where his par- 
ents had decided to start a new 
life. 

In the outbade, onafarm 200 
miles from Perth, his life would 
surely have run a different 
couise had not certain books, as 
Toynbee puts it, “descended 
from Heaven”. These com- 
prised an encyclopaedia to- 
gether with four volumes on the 
French. German, Italian. Span- 
ish and Greek languages; a fur- 
ther work, acquired later, set 
forth the rudiments of almost 
two dozen other languages in- 
cluding Hindustani, Japanese 
and Old Swedish. Titus it was, 
writes Toynbee, that his parents 
observed him “with a bemused 
but whimsical gaze while, dur- 
ing the noonday rest from their 
common labours in the field, he 
would be conning his Avestan 
grammar in the shade of an 
Antipodean haystack". 

In 1927. equipped with schol- 
arships and a Classics degree 
from the University of Perth 
(Euripides' religious beliefs 
were his special subject), Bai- 
ley returned to England to 
study Sanskrit and comparative 
Indo-European grammar at 
Oxford. As his brilliance was 
manifested he was soon select- 
ed to become the first Lectur- 
er in Iranian and Zoroastrian 
Studies at the School of Oriental 
Studies (now SOAS1 in London. 
This post, which was financed 
by the wealthy Parsee commu- 
nity in Bombay, led to the for- 
mation of lifelong friendships 


with Minors ki, Benveniste and 
other leading philologists. 

It was now that Bailey dis- 
covered the spiritual power of 
the Zoroastrian religion. Per- 
haps he became a secret 
Zoroastrian at this time; cer- 
tainly he devoted years of study 
to the Zoroastrian holy book, 
the Bundohishm (“Primal Cre- 
ation”). In the early stages, 
when he found that the Scan- 
dinavian academic Kaj Barr 
was working on the same ma- 
terial and preparing to have it 
published, Bafley, instead of 
viewin g him as a rival, gave Him 
access to all his own work in a 
typical gesture of spontaneous 
generosity. 

Throughout his life Bafley 
spurned all creature comforts 
and he never married, prefer- 
ring a total commitment to his 
work; and, though he claimed 
not to be religious, he dis- 
played all the love of sacred 
texts and all the courtesy, aus- 
terity and striving for scholas- 
tic excellence associated with 
the Benedictine monastic tra- 
dition. Yet, as in most monas- 
teries, there were diversions in 
his Cambridge home. For many 
years he presided over “Orien- 
talist teas” and played the vio- 
lin or the viola in a chamber 
group led by Sir Gilbert Wiles, 
a talented musician and former 
Secretary of a Governor of 
Bombay. Thus could strangers 
identify Bailey’s rooms at 
Queens’ by the strains of 
Mozart and Beethoven quartets 
wafting from his windows. 

In his prime Bailey was a man 
of exceptional physical strength 
and much enjoyed setting out 
cm purposeful wanting or cycling 
holidays - investigating, for ex- 
ample, varieties of spoken 
Welsh in remote Welsh villages 
or visiting the reputed settings 
of the Arthurian legends. Oth- 
er journeys were required fay of- 
ficial work. One such excursion 
was made to the Caucasus in 
1966 when he attended cele- 
brations marking the 800th an- 
niversary of the birth of the 
Georgian poet Rustaveli It was 
on that occasion that he aston- 



BaSey: a portrait bi Caucasian mountain dress commissioned by las college from Ronald Way, 1972 


ished and delighted the assem- 
bly by delivering short speech- 
es in both the local Ossetic 
languages. On his return to 
Cambridge his college com- 
missioned a painting of him 
wearing the cherkeska (moun- 
taineer’s coat) that was pre- 
sented to him in Tbilisi by 
Professor Georgj Tsereteli 
In his last years Bailey fo- 
cused lifelong botanical inter- 
ests on the gardens of 
Brooklands House, a property 
that he helped purchase as the 
Cambridge headquarters of the 
Ancient India and Iran Trust, of 
which he was the chairman. It 
was here that he placed his im- 
mense library and here, amidst 


manuscripts and piles of books, 
that he resided with his caL bat- 
tling against blindness and 
studying and corresponding 
with scholars around the world 
and entertaining with the help 
of the linguist and Arabist 
James Cormick. 

A task now facing Bailey's 
colleagues is the elucidation of 
his rhyming diaries. When told 
at our last meeting that the 
course of a lifetime had trans- 
formed these into an epic of 
over 3,000 verses in a private 
language concocted from clas- 
sical Sarmatian inscriptions, I 
asked Bailey why he was so fond 
of obscurity. “WelL the diaries 
are not realty so obscure." he 


said. “Indeed Fd say there’s 
bardty a line that could not have 
been understood by any Persian 
of the fourth century.” 

Alan Rush 

Harold H alter Bailey, philologist 
bom Devizes. Wiltshire 16 De- 
cember 1899: Professor of San- 
skrit , Cambridge University 
1936-67 (Professor Emeritus): 
FeUo *t: Queens' College. Cam- 
bridge 1956-56 (Life Fellow 1956, 
Honorary Fellow 1967): FBA 
1944; Ki 1966: President, Royal 
.Asiatic Society 1964-67 ( Gold 
Medal 1972): Chairman, An- 
cient India and Iran Trust 1978- 
91; died Cambridge 11 Janunrv 

tOOA 


Sid Thompson 


was still leading 
rock climbs as an octogenarian 

SHhe long drvsummer Qf 



and rock-ciunoms 
Cliff Sandham, aged 77, and m 
July made an immaculate lead 
ofieincredibtyesposed.^ 
Chamonix on Shepherds Crag 
in Borrowdale. .. • 

Thompson began climbing m 
1932, becoming finnty com- 
mitted after an ascent of Nape s 
Needle on Great Gable ut 
Cumbria. “The thrill of stand- 
ing on the tiny top of Nape s 
Needle with nothing but space 

all around me was so great that 

I was hooked on rock dimbmg 
for life.” Although he ctanbed 
extensively around Britain, the 
r*w> District was his favounte. 
He later moved to Maiyporton 
the West Cumbrian Coast The 
Isle of Skye was also one of his 
best-loved mountain haunts 
and there he made a successful 
traverse of the’ Main Ridge of 
the Black Cuillia. 

Often known as “CB" Sid, he 
had a passion to lead the great 
classic climb, Central Buttress 

on ScafelL Alas, although be ac- 
tually climbed the route on 
some 44 separate occasions, 
often soloing sections of the 
climb, he never made the crux, 
the “Great Flake”, without a 
rope from above. He was aged 
80 when a rockfall during June 
1994 completely changed the 
nature of the climb and effec- 
tively e limin ated any possibili- 
ty of his leading the route. 

A teetotal non-smoker, prac- 
tically a vegetarian, Thompson 
was physically very fit He loved 
to cycle and would think noth- 
ing of cycling the 25 miles to 
Borrowdale or 30 miles from his 
Maryport home before enjoy- 
ing a fill! day's rock climbing 
and, of course, cycling back 
home. In his seventies he once 
called in on a friend at Little 
Langdaie, having cycled over 
the famous mountain passes of 
Hardknort and Wrynose. A 
dint and away again, refusing of- 
fers of a lift, through Grasmere 
and over Dunmafl Raise Pass 
and Keswick before completing 
the 90-mile round-trip back to 


K». 

word. Thompson pioneere d a 
Seme in the area towgg 

waste paper and in the Sixties 
SSerteda 

aplaying field for focal chSto- 

He also had a passion for deM 

air and did much to promote the 
use of smokeless fuels. 

It was as an ambitious young 
tiger in mv early teens Ibatl first 
came upon Thoropson-He cut 
a disparate figure, in b* Mack 
shoes and bicycle dips, tot cap, 
long-sleeved shirt and flannel 
trousers, an ex-army kit bafi 



Thompson: Vo you mind If Ijnst 
nip up this?* 

slung over his shoulder. He 
seemed so ancient and ill-dad 
1 wondered how he had man- 
aged to reach the foot of the 
crag. Perhaps some OAP on a 
coach outing who had lost his 
way? 1 watched with amusement : 
as bicycle clips and Wack shoes 
were ’removed and with grow- 
ing incredulity as “RAT rocks 
boots and rope appeared from, 
his bag. With a cordial ‘Do you 
mind if I just nip up this?" , he 
was off. soloing up the steep cor- 
ner of Ardus. trailing the rope 
behind as a symbolic gesture 
towards self-preservation. 

After I had made the ascent, 
with companion and all con- 
temporary safeguards, and find- 
ing it to be something of a lough 
proposition. I looked upon Sid 
Thompson with fresh eyes. 

Bill Birkett 

Sydney Thompson, rock climber: 
bom Bolton 7/ April 1914: mar- 
ried Dorothy Harvey (three 
daughters): died Ben Cumbria 
■y JQOA 


Gabrielle Keiller 


Elsie Osborne 


Gabrielle Keiller. known af- 
fectionately as the “Marmalade 
Queen" to her colleagues at the 
Tate Gallery, was a lad)' with 
great style who excelled in sev- 
eral activities, among them golf, 
gardening and collecting art. 

On her death, she be- 
queathed a collection of 136 
paintings, sculptures, prints and 
drawings, as well as manu- 
scripts and books, to the Scot- 
tish National Gallery of 
Modern Art. These join 26 
works from the Roland Penrose 
collection acquired by the 
gallery last year with lottery 
hinds; together they will form 
one of the greatest interna- 
tional collections of Dada and 
Surrealist work. 

Gabrielle Ritchie was bom in 
1908, and ber first real career 
was that of amateur golfer in the 
late 1930s, as Gabrielle Style; 
the surname being that of her 
second husband, a brewer. Dur- 
ing the Second World War she 
drove ambulances for the LCC 
auxiliary ambulance service, 
but she afterwards resumed 
golfing and in 1948 won the 
Ladies' Open Championships in 
Luxembourg. Switzerland and 
Monaco, retaining the Monaco 
title in 1949. She was also a 



KeOlen Paolozzi patron 


member of the England and 
Surrey teams. 

In 1951 she married as her 
third husband Alexander 
Keiller, from one of the Dundee 
families of marmalade manu- 
facturers. He was the archae- 
ologist who excavated Avebury 
in Wiltshire. They bought Tele- 
graph Cottage on Kingston 
Hill, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
close to two golf courses, and 
there she lived for most of the 
rest of her life. She spent much 
time on her hands and knees 
creating a fine garden in more 
than four acres of land. 

After her husband died in 


1955 Gabrielle Keiller gave up 
golf and worked as a part-time 
volunteer in the British Muse- 
um, helping Rupert Bruce- 
Mitford with his massive study 
of the Sutton Hoo ship burial 
from 1956 until about 1970. She 
was also a voluntary guide at the 
Tale Gallery from 1976 to 1987 
and on the advisory committee 
of the Scottish National Gallery 
of Modem Art from 1978 to 
1985. 

In the 1930s she inherited 
from her paternal grandmoth- 
er. who had remarried into the 
American Adair family, a part- 
share in a Texas ranch. The sale 
of this asset after the war pro- 
vided her with funds for col- 
lecting art At first her interests 
were in Old Master paintings 
(at one time she owned a 
CSzanne), fine antique furni- 
ture, silver and porcelain. But 
a visit to Venice in 1960 brought 
about a change of focus. There 
sbe was introduced to Pe gg y 
Guggenheim and saw her 
collection of Dada and Surre- 
alist art; she also came across 
sculpture and other work by 
Eduardo Paolozzi at tbe 
Biennale. 

Keiller started to form a dis- 
tinguished collection of Dada 


and Surrealist art of her own, 
including examples of most of 
the principal exponents of the 
movements: paintings and col- 
lages by Paul Delvaux, Max 
Ernst, Magritte, Man Ray. 
Mir6, Schwitters and Tanguy 
among others, and sculpture by 
Duchamp and Giacometti. Sbe 
also acquired a fine early Fran- 
cis Bacon and a portrait in ice- 
cream colours of her much- 
loved dachshund Maurice by 
Andy Warhol. 

Her collection was small but 
choice as nothing was bought 
unless there was space to hang 
it, and Tfelegraph Cottage was 
not large. The now-dispersed 
collections of Roland Penrose 
and Edward James were far 
larger, but the fact that Keiller's 
collection can be mentioned in 
the same breath is praise 
indeed. 

The first Paolozzi was bought 
in 1963 and soon Gabrielle 
Keiller became his most im- 
portant patron. By displaying 
sculpture in the garden sbe 
was able to achieve a wonder- 
ful marriage between her own 
art form (her impressive gar- 
den) and that of the sculptors, 
for example a Paolozzi frog by 
a pond with water lilies. Par- 


ticularly memorable was a con- 
centric circle of slate set in a 
clearing in a copse, which she 
commissioned from Richard 
Long. A serious fire in 1986 
must have been heart-breaking 
as it meant that Keiller had to 
give up the house and garden: 
several works of art were dam- 
aged and the upheaval affect- 
ed her health. Never again did 
she have a house with a garden 
in which she could work. The 
public, however, benefited from 
the disaster in the form of “The 
Magic Mirror", an exhibition of 
some 180 Dada and Surrealist 
works (including books and 
other items) at the Royal Scot- 
tish Academy at the 1988 Ed- 
inburgh Festival and a touring 
exhibition of IS Paolozzi 
sculptures. 

Gabrielle Keiller was prone 
to uncertainty and self-deni- 
gration. This was absurd: it is 
difficult to imagine anyone with 
less cause for projecting such an 
image. 

David Brown 

Gabrielle Muriel Ritchie, golfer 
and art collector bom North 
Berwick 10. August 1908; married 
three times (one son): died Bath 
23 December 1995. 


Elsie Osborne was a clinical 
child psychologist in the Child 
and Family Department of the 
Tavistock Clinic in north Lon- 
don, and for many years head 
of the Psychology Discipline and 
Senior tutor to the postgradu- 
ate training course for 
educational psychologists. 

Her principal interests in- 
cluded learning and examina- 
tion difficulties in children and 
adolescents, process, practice 
and training in supervision, ed- 
ucational therapy- and group 
relations. She was a main con- 
tributor to the original “Tavis- 
tock Series" of books on child 
development for parents and re- 
cently edited and contributed to 
an updated version, the “New 
Series". She was co-author with 
Isca Salzberger-Wiuenberg and 
Gianna Henry of The Emotional 
Experience of Learning and 
Teaching (1983) and co-edited 
(with myself) The Family and the 
School: a joint systems approach 
to problems with children (1985). 

Elsie Osborne was bora in 
1924, one of a family of 10 chil- 
dren. She won a scholarship to 
Koloma Convent High School 
in Croydon, and on leaving 
school worked for a short time 
in an advertising agency in Lon- 


don. However, wishing to aid 
the war effort, in about 1943 sbe 
joined the Auxiliary Tfarritorial 
Service, where she trained as a 
Morse signaller, eventually 
communicating and issuing 
false orders to the enemy and 
forwarding incoming encoded 
messages to the code-breaking 
centre at Bletchley Park. 

After the war she worked on 
the Times newspaper, before 
taking a psychology degree at 
Birkbeck College in London. 
She married, in 1950, John Os- 
borne. a Tunes colleague. For 
a time she worked as a prima- 
ry school teacher and from 



Osborne: problem solving 


1956 trained as an educational 
psychologist at the Tavistock 
Clinic. She worked briefly as an 
Educational Psychologist in a 
Local Education Authority- 
Child Guidance Clinic, and 
then joined the staff of the 
Tbvistock Clinic in 1959, where 
she remained for her whole ca- 
reer in this field, chairing the 
Child and Family Department 
before her retirement in 1988. 
She then took an honorary ap- 
pointment, as well as continu- 
ing to coDaborate elsewhere, 
and giving seminars and work- 
shops in Norway, Spain. Italy 
and Greece. At the tune of her 
death she was planning further 
writing on supervision and 


Working with Elsie Osborne 
was always rewarding. Her cre- 
ativity and enthusiasm were 
coupled with a calm attitude 
that enabled one to deal with 
the many hurdles attached to 
producing a book. She always 
managed to find a solution for 
problems that seemed insoluble. 

Emilia Dowling 


Elsie Grayston, psychologist: 
bom 9 August 1924; married 
1950 John Osborne; died 
Godaiming 7 December 1995. 


BIRTHS 

NATOS CH: Kale and Douglas Na- 
luscb aic proud lo announce ihe birth 
of their daugther Unity on Sunday 7 
January at 11 35pm at Wythe oshawc 
Hospital, Manchester. 

DEATHS 

EDWARDS: John Basil Edwards CBE 
JP, died peacefully oo 10 Januaiy 1995. 
aged 86. Beloved husband of the late 
MoJJy and dearest father ot Marcus, 
carafine and Patricia. Cremation (pri- 
vate ). followed by Service of Thanks- 
ching at All Sam is* Chinch. Bridge 
Street, Worcester, at 12 noon, on Fri- 
day 19 January 1996. Reception 
afterwards at the Old Palace, Dean- 
sway. Worcester. 

HOPKINS: On 6 Januaiy 1996, John 
(Jean-Marie), aged 72. of Mill House, 
Old Weston. Huntingdon, in Adden- 
btoobe’s Hospital Cambridge. Much 
krvrd father of Diet Burnaby, WnKam 
and Ned. after a kmg illness most sto- 
ically borne. Private cremations, no 
damns, but donations if desired, for 
Amnesty International do Crow- 
sons . Funeral Directors. Barnwell 
Peterborough PES 5PS. 

NATUSCH: Unity. Died sbotxfy before 
being born on Sunday 7 January 
1996 at Wylhenshawr Hospital Man- 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

+ 

Chester. Funeral at Manchester Cre- 
matorium at 430pm on Friday 12 
January 1996. All welcome. 
PENNINGTON: Denis Arthur Pen- 
nington DFC (Penny,!, died in Spain 
on 31 December. He’had three sons 
by his first wife, and a daughterly his 
second. A memorial service will be 
held in the last week of February. 
Please contact Jonathan Penning- 
ton. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

MUNTHE: There will be a memorial 
service for Malcolm Crane M untie 
on the anniversary of his birth day, 30 
January, at I lam at St James's. 197 
Piccadilly. London Wl. 

For Gazette BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS please telephone 6171-299 
2011 or fox 0171-293 2010 l Announce- 
ments are c ha rged at £6-50 a [foe (VAT 
extra). 


Dinners 

HMS Victory 

.Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. Second 
Sea Lord and Commander-iD-Clnef 
Naval Home Command, hosted a 
dinner yesterday evening on board 
the flagship HMS Victory, for Gen- 
eral J or geo Lyng. Chief of Defence 
Denmark (Danish Army). 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Kathl een Adler. 
“Looking Forwards (.ill: Monel, 
Bothers at La Grmouiiliere''. lpm. 


Thte Gallery: Clive Pb31ipat, “Artists' 
Books Exhibition", lpm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 4 .01 pin. 

United Synagogues: 0171-387 4300. 
Federation of Synagogues 0181-202 
2263. Union of liberal and Progressive 
Synagogues: 0171-580 1669. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-949 
473 L Spanish andfotagoeH Jews Con- 
gregation: 0171-289 2573. New London 
Synagogue (Mawtti): 0171-328 1026. 


Birthdays 

Mr Anthony Andrews, actor, 48; Mr 
Ernest Armstrong, former ME SI; 
Miss Hazel Aronson QC, Sheriff of 
Lothian and Borders at Edinburgh, 
50; Mr Michael Aspel television pre- 
senter, 63; Sir Charles Ball Bt , com- 
pany chairman, 72; Mr Herbert 
Barnet, former trade union leader, 
91; Lord Boardman, former chair- 
man. National We st min ster tfantr 77; 
Mr Pieter Willem Botha, former 
president of Sooth Africa, 80, Sir 
James Bottom] ey. former diplo mat , 
76; Tbe Hon Sir Richard Butler, for- 
mer presdent. National Farmers* 
Union. 67; Miss Stella Cunliffe, sta- 
tistician. 79; Mr Keith Dawson, 
Headmaster. Haberdashers’ Askc’s 
School 59; Mr Brendan Foster, for- 
mer Olympic athlete, 48; Mr Joe Fra- 
zier. heavyweight boxer. 52; Baroness 
Hamwee. solicitor and local coun- 
cillor, 49; Baroness Hilton of Eg gar - 
don, former Head of Training, 
Metropolitan Police, 60; Miss Anne 
Howells, opera and concert singer, 
55; Sir Anthony McCowan, a Lord 
Justice of Appeal 68; Mr Denys 
Milne, former managing director. BP 
Oil 70; Mr James Mortimer, former 
general secretary of the Labour Par- 
ty. 75; Mr Des O'Connor, comedian, 
singer and television presenter, 64; 
Mis Loise Rainer, actress, 86; Sir 
John Rennie, former Commissiooer- 
General UNRWA, 79; Sir Terence 
Suecion, former diplomat, 66; Sir 


Swimon Thomas, a Lord Justice of 
Appeal. 65. 

Anniversaries 

Births Giuseppe Ribera (“Lo Spag- 
noletto"), painter, 15SS; Johann 
Heinrich Festal ozzi, educational re- 
former, 1746; Joseph- Jacques- 
C&aire Joffre, French marshal 1852; 
John Snger Sargent, portrait painter, 
1856; John Griffith (Jack) London, 
novelist, 1876: Hermann Gocring, 
Nazi leader, 1893. Deaths: Maxim- 
ilian I, Holy Roman Emperor, 1519; 
Fernando Alvarez de Toledo, Duke 
of Alba, military commander, 1582; 
Jan Brueghel the Elder, painter, 
1625; Henry Stafford Northcotc, 
first Earl of Iddesleigh, statesman, 
I8S7; Sir Isaac Pitman, printer and 
publisher, 1897; Nevil Sbute (Nor- 
way), novelist, I960: Dame Agatha 
Maty Clarissa Christie, detective-sto- 
ry writer, 1976. On this day: Protes- 
tants in Switzerland introduced the 
Gregorian calendar, 1701; the Roy- 
al Aeronautical Society was found- 
ed, 1866; the National Trust was 
founded, 1895; Britain's first super- 
market was opened by the London 
Co-operative Society at Manor Park. 
Ilford, 1948; die New Zealand par- 
liament was opened by Queen Eliz- 
abeth 0, 1954. Tbday is the Feast Day 
of St Arcadius, St Benedict or or 
Benet Biscop, St Caesaria, St Eu- 
Lropius, St Margaret Bourgeoys, St 
Tatiana and St Victorian. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Prim oTWaks, President, attends a 
display of Prince'S Youth Business Trust 
businesses in the Merchant Adventurers' 
Hall, Fossgaie. York; and views dty 
centre developments, visits ibe Law 
Courts. Gasdegalc. the Counci] of 
British Archaeology, Walmpte, and 
the studios of Mr Dick Reid, crafts* 


man carver and restorer. 23 Fishcrgatc, 
YoA. 

Changing Of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Moomcd Regi- 
ment mounts the Qoecn's Life Guard at 
Hone Guards, UaOi 7 Company CoJd- 
artani Guanfc mounts the Ouccn’S Guard. 
at Bwtfngban Palace. HJObib. hand pro- 
vided by the Wklsb Guards. 


Assignment of action for legal aid was lawful 


Norglen lid (in liquidation) v 
Reeds Rains Prudential Ud and 
others; May hew- Lewis v Westmin- 
ster Scaffolding Group pic and 
others; Levy and another v ABN 
Amro Bank NV; Court of Appeal 
(Sir Thomas Bingham, Master of 
the Rolls, Lord Justice Hobhouse 
and Lord Justice Aide us); 

24 November 1995 

The assignment of a company’s 
cause of action so as to enable 
the proceedings to be carried on 
by the assignee with the bene- 
fit of legal aid which would not 
have been available to the com- 
pany was not contrary to 
public policy. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by Clive and 
Pauline Rodgers and substi- 
tuted them as plaintiffs in Nor- 
glen’s action, allowed an appeal 
by Lena Mayhew-Lewis and 
substituted him as plaintiff for 
the original plaintiff. Thermo 
Products Ltd, and dismissed an 
appeal by the bank and de- 
clined to strike out the claim by 
Andre and Mairade Levy. 

In the first case. Norglen be- 
gan an action against the de- 
fendants and then went into 
liquidation. Tbe liquidator as- 
signed the causes of actions to 
Mr and Mrs Rodgers, the 
shareholders and former di- 
rectors of Norglen, on terms 
that the fruits of the action 


LAW REPORT 
* 


12 January 1996 


would be applied to settle Nor- 
glen’s debts. The defendants 
criticised the assignment by 
the liquidator and contended 
that the assignment was a sham 
to enable the proceedings to be 
carried on with legal aid. 

In the second case, Thermo 
Products began its action and 
then went into administrative 
receivership. Its cause of action 
was assigned by the receivers to 
Mr Mayhew-Lewis, its major 
shareholder. 

In the third case the plain- 
tiffs, Mr and Mrs Levy, brought 
a claim against the defendants, 
who claimed that tbe proper 
plaintiff was a company con- 
trolled by the plaintiffs and 
which had assigned its rights to 
the plaintiffs. 

Charles Purie QC and David Stan 
(Betesh FarS. Co. Manchestal for Mr 
and Mrs Rodgers; Dtnid Stem (.4b- 
son Hall Loring, Macclesfield) for the 
liquidator - Peter W Smith QC f Jones 
Maidmetv Wilson. Altrincham); John 
Grecnboume pomes Chapman & Co, 
Manchester) for the defendants in the 
first case; Adrian Sal/a (Lav A Co, 
Leicester ) for Mr Mayhew-Lewis; the 
defendants in the second were not rep- 
resented; Michael Beloff QC and 
Kenneth Maclean (Slaughter & May) 
for Amrv: Sman Isaacs QC and 


Alastair Walton (Cawdery Kaye 
Fireman <4 Taylor) for the Amro 
bank. 

Sir Thomas Bingham MR. gjy- 
ing the court’s judgment, said 
that the powers of a liquidator 
and the powers of trustees in 
bankruptcy to dispose of com- 
pany property to anyone con- 
nected with the company were 
substantially the same. In re- 
lation to the Norglen case the 
court was in no position to pass 
judgment ot the conduct of Mr 
and Mrs Rodgers and the 
liquidator. . . . 

In Stein v Blake [199 5} 2 
WLR 720 the House of Lords 
accepted that the effect of an 
assignment might be to enable 
a bankrupt assignee to sue 
with tbe benefit of legal aid 
which would not have been 
available to the trustee- 
assignor, to the prejudice of the 
party sued. It made no differ- 
ence if the obtaining of such le- 
gal aid was the object of the 
assignment as well as its effect 

The rulings in the authorities 
were inconsistent with the view 
that the court should not give 
effect to an assignment made 
to enable the assignee to obtain 
legal aid. The proposition, for 


which Advanced Technology 
Structures Ud v Cray Vauev 
Products Ltd [1993] BCLC 723 
was read as authority and 
which was accepted in Euro - 
.cross Sales Ltd v ComhiB In- 
surance pk [1995] 1 WLR 1517, 
that assignment of a right of ac- 
tion by a party not entitled to 
legal aid to a party so entitled 
was contrary to public policy 
and unlawful if the object and 
effect of the assignment was to 
enable the assignee to obtain 


tinued to be substantially in- 
terested in the fruits of the 
assigned rights of the action, 
was unsound and should not 
have been accepted. 

Tbe fact that the company 
was ineligible for legal aid 
whereas Mr and Mrs Rodgers 
were prima fade eligible' was a 

matter for consideration by 
the legal aid board but was not 
a ground for refusing to 
substitute them as p laintiff. 

It followed that Mr and Mrs 
Rodgers should be substituted 
as plaintiff. Id the second case, 
the assignment was not in- 
valid. In the third case it was not 
possible without a trial to de- 
cide that Mr and Mrs Levy's 
claim for damages could not 
succeed, even if the company 
were the defendant's customer. 

Ying Hnl Du, Barrister 







) 


. 2 .mv,. aev 





13 


news analysis 


* 


The latest edition of Who's Who was published yesterday. But this relic of a bygone era 

no guide to who really matters in today's Britain, argues Paul Vallely 


TT tile 1*96 edition of 
Mw which came om vesierUav of 
course it doesn’t say tenmi 

It says “Henry, Lenworth (Lenny?" 
jifhewat lo mollftS if 

th h ° S t StU ? edshirt S 

who ban diminutives on i he £££. 
stones in their churchyards. ^ 
its not just what’ Whn'c 
rather archly refer, , 0 ^ 

up comedian” ™ h o makes hisS. 
Tlie new edition also includes Gary 
Lineker, though as a writer and 
broad raster, since ihe £95 tcnnlv 

elbow inducing volume omitted to 
include him when he was one of 


Britain s iop goal scorers. And there 
is the weatherman Bill Giles and 

f "V 1 JT Kcn fWfcn whom it has also 
just discovered. 

It all reflects the changing face 
of modern Britain," said a spokes- 
woman for A&C Black, who has 
published the annual directory of 
the great and the good For the past 
14s years. ’’Sportsmen, entertainers 
and the media - you wouldn’t have 
found many of those in Who's Who 
in 945. But with the advent of the 
cull of celebrity, professionalism in 
sport and the mushrooming of the 
technology of mass communica- 
tions it's all changing now.” 


Well, up to a point. Terry Ven- 
ables, Sally Gunnell and Toro Jones 
(the popular singing artiste, aged 
55) may all have found themselves 
gracing the pages of lids testament 
to distinction and influence for the 
first time this year but don't he 
fooled. They are merely there to 
draw your attention away from the 
seraphim and cherubim who con- 
tinue as Ihe first and second order 
powers of the established British 
firmament. 

Ibm the pages and what you will 
find arc the usual suspects; lords- 
liemenani, MPX, QCs, judges, civil 
servants (those above Grade 3 in the 


Whitehall pecking order), the 
higher echelons of the armed forces 
and those members of the estab- 
lished church of the rank of 
archdeacon and above - all these 
get in automatically. So do profes- 
sors. but only those from Oxford 
and Cambridge - redbrick and 
glass-facade profs have to tight 
their way in by virtue of "their aca- 
demic achievement or influence on 
public policy". At Oxbridge, of 
course, you can take that as read. 

And how about those who don’t 
get in by droit tie seigneur? Names 
are put forward by a team of editors 
who scour the newspapers every day 
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REAR ADMIRAL 
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and. aided by a number of advisers 
in the various professions, make rec- 
onunendations to a selection panel 
who report ro the editor. 

So who is the editor? “It’s one of 
our stale secrets," said the spokes- 
woman, explaining they were fear- 
ful of relentless lobbying. Well, how 
many people are there on the edi- 
torial team? ‘Another of our secrets, 
I'm afraid.” As is the size of rbe 
selection panel that vets the edito- 
rial suggestions. As is the number of 
advisers. As is, even, the number of 
copies sold each year. 

How discreet.' But then discre- 
tion has long been one of the hall- 
marks of the behavioural patterns 
of those in Britain who arc close 
to the centre of things. So is con- 
tinuity. The questionnaire which is 
sent to the elect is largely 
unchanged from the one devised 
by Adam Black in the ISWte (hence 
its unnatural preoccupation with 
its subjects' clubs - which unless 
otherwise stated can be assumed to 
be in Si James's). 

The discretion extends to the 
fact that the entries are autobio- 
graphical. Thus it is possible for a 
subject to exclude all reference to, 
say, his first wife if he has now come 
to feel coy about her existence. 
Margaret Thatcher managed for 
some reason to name her father but 
omit any reference to her mother, 
which prompted commentators to 
all manner of Freudian supposition. 
Mis T was hot in her denials, though 
her mother is once again excluded 
from the 1996 edition. 

Our own Miles Kington, in decid- 
edly post-modernist mood, selects 
as his recreation for 1996 "falsify- 
ing persona] records to nystify 
potential biographers” Others have 
been more minimalist. For many 
years Tony Benn’s entry shrank 


repeatedly in size. And Ken Liv- 
ingstone refused to submit an entry 
for many years (though this year he 
is in). 

Some hold out still. The secretive 
Barclay Brothers (owners of Ellcr- 
man shipping lines and the Euro- 
pean newspaper) and Tiny Rowland 
of Lonrho fame continue to refuse 
to return their questionnaires. 

The length of entries, there- 
fore. is not so much an index of the 
importance of the individual con- 
cerned as a reflection- of their 
sense of self-importance. Barbara 
Cartland insists on listing her 600- 
odd titles of romantic fiction — and 
then submits a claim for the 
longest Who's K7to entry to the 
Guinness Book of Records. The lit- 
erary agent Giles Gordon, mean- 
while, contents himself with point- 
ing out that, measured in inches, 
his entry is the exact same length 
as bis penis. (Two and a half inches 
with, worrying!)’, a column break in 
the middle).' 

Power is more private than such 
self- publicising. The latest edition 
may be more detailed than the list of 
peers, bishops. British envois abroad 
and directors of the East India Com- 
pany which made up the first Who's 
07 jo in 1849. But ills still as reliable 
a map us it ever was of what Andrew 
Nefi - who in his time as editor of the 
Sunday' Times always fancied himself 
as the scourge of the Establishment 
- used to call Old Britain. 

h is a world in which rank counts 
for more than perspicacity - why 
otherwise is that amiable light- 
weight Cristina Odone (editor of 
the Catholic Herald) included when 
the formidable Clifford Longley. the 
second most perceptive of Briiain’s 
religious commentators, is excluded. 
And in which the palimpsest of ihe 
past is preferred to the innovative 


frontiers of ihe present - why oth- 
erwise is the aforesaid editor (with 
her circulation of 19.000) favoured 
over, say. And)’ Redfera, editor of 
the computer weekly PC Magazine 
(circulation 122,000.)? 

Surely a volume which sets out to 
reflect "people of influence and 
interest in all fields” should include 
entries for the icons who define the 
cutting edge of our cultural life. 
Where, for example, are the names 
like Paul Weller, Kate Moss, Char- 
lie Parsons or Waheed Alii? 

But then a Who's Who that 
reflected the vitality and variety of 
contemporary Britain would be a 
different creature entirely. The pre- 
sent volume is used chiefly by civil 
servants, the legal profession, the 
army - and the media who report 
upon them. It reflects the needs of 
its users who do not need to know 
what is exciting about modern 
Britain, hut where power in its tra- 
ditional forms is located. 

The answer it reveals is that Who S 
Who still believes that power is 
located where ii always has been. It 
supposes that - though ihe epiphe- 
nomena of contemporary culture 
may be different - underneath, 
everything remains the same. Hence 
Who 's Who sees itself primarily still 
as a book about the powerful rather 
than the merely famous whom it 
sprinkles through only as a form of 
window dressing. This explains why 
A&C Black consistently refuses to 
alter its policy that once a person 
enters its lists they remain in the 
publication for the rest of their 
lives, even if their career Is subse- 
quently undistinguished. 

The sub-text of Who 's Who tells us 
something about the abiding narure 
of the British Establishment Once in, 
never out Which is why they make 
it so hard to get in in the first place. 
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RAT BARKER 
Author 


ZAKI BADAWI 
Principal of Muslim 
Collage 


NAOMI CAMPBELL 
Model 


JENNIFER SAUNDERS ANNIE LENNOX 
Writer/comedienne Pop singer/ 

songwriter 



Camelot gets 
streetwise 

Hundreds of French people 
are reportedly coming over to 
buy National Lottery tickets. 
What I wonder, do they make 
of the name of the company 
that runs our lottery? Camelot 
turns out to be a French word.; 
The dictionary translates it as 
“cheapjack, street hawker” and, 
rather churlishly, “news ven- 
dor”. As a verb, “camekrter" is 
even more damning: it means 
“to deal in or manufacture 
cheap onset goods." 

? As if this wasn't bad enough, 

I gather that any street hawk- 
ers or news vendors as may be 
working for our own beloved 
Camelot could end up acting as 
counsellors to jackpot winners. 
I am intrigued to discover that 
Camelot 's “winner advisers”, 
who offer a free counselling ser- 
vice, are not trained profes- 
sionals at all. A Camelot 
spokeswoman tells me that the 
three advisers have no qualifi- 
cations in counselling - but, she 
adds reassuringly, they have 
attended the “university of life” 
and were “picked because of 
their people skills”. 

So what wise and soothing 
words should an instan t ai3- 
Konaire expect to bear? There 
seems to be confusion within 
Camelot about this. One spokes- 
woman tells me that winner 


advisers recommend Camelot’s 
sole UK banker, the Royal Bank 
of Scotland, to winners who do 
not have a bank account Later, 
a different spokeswoman tells 
me: “We don't encourage win- 
ners to bank with the Royal 
Bank of Scotland.” 



In bad 


Special’s off 

One of the long-suffering 
Maxwell lawyers finally hst 

his cool oa Wednesday when he 

arrived at the law courts, only 
to discover the neighbouring 
restaurant, Corts, displaying 
the sign “Maxwell special - 
£1X95.” 

TTw joke, apparently, was 


of the trial. “The Maxwell Spe- 


cial was our set lunch,” explains 
the manages: “It was an express 
lunch, which we thought faintly 
ironic, given the pace of pro- 
ceedings.” (The trial lasted 121 
days; the j my has been out for 
three). 

The lawyer; however, found 
nothing even faintly ironic 
about the situation. He nipped 
into a shop and bought a dis- 
posable camera, which be 
clicked fnrioasjy at the sign. 
Then be went to see the man- 
ager; “The Maxwell brothers 
would like yon to remove this 
tasteless sign,” be demanded. 
The manager has now com- 
plied, making it the first set 
hweb ever to be sub judice. 


Di’s diary 

The Princess of Wales is seri- 
ous in her determination to 
keep out of the public eye, lead 
her own life and visit the sick 
and ailing. Next week, she is 
taking lunch at the offices of 
the London Evening Standard . 
At the table will be not one but 
two diarists, an editor and a 
couple more scribes. Just the 
sort of private, discreet occa- 
sion for a girl who wants to be 
alone. 


Queen Nicole 

Britain is particularly blessed 
with accomplished classical 
actresses who have film expe- 
rience: Helen Mirren, Fiona 
Shaw, Juliet Stevenson, and 



Kidman Regina? 


many more. So who is being 
sought to play Elizabeth I in a 
new big budget screen biopic? 
The Australian Hollywood 
starlet Nicole Kidman. There’s 
type casting - and to add insult 
ro injury, the film is being 
made by Working Title, a 
British company. 


Barbs fly 

Is pre-election vicious wit 
already rearing its head? At a 
breakfast for captains of indus- 
try, John Mqjor gave an over- 
view of the Shadow Cabinet, 
adding, in weD-rehearsed style 
*Tve overlooked John Prescott. 
That’s probably ihe only thing 
Tbny Blair and I have in 
common.” 

Not a bad effort But Eagle 
Eye expects the jokes to become 
considerably more vicious as 
the year goes on, and will be 
monitoring the inter-party 
sniping for further occasions 
when Oscar Wilde meets 
Quentin Tarantino. 


Baring all 

In its increasingly desperate 
bid for cash and survival the 
Royal Opera House has man- 
aged to enrage one of its own 
producers. Tt has just released 
this flyer advertising next 
week’s new run of Tippett’s The 
Midsummer Marriage. As you 
can see, it shows a naked man 
and woman looking out over a 
cornfield. 

When the opera's producer. 
Giaham Vick, saw the image 
during rehearsal, eye-witnesses 
say he wem berserk and unsuc- 
cessfully demanded its with- 
drawal. Any suggestion that 
the poster might veer towards 
the pornographic is bewilder- 
ing to Keith Cooper, the 
ROITs marketing director. 
“Two bare bottoms,” he told 
me definitively, “is hardly 
nudity” 

Eagle Eye 



The bottom fine 



Exclusive Sony 
Sale Offer. 


This January safe package 
on Britain’s smallest phone is 
exclusively available by mail 
nder from Britan’s No.1 name 
m telephone shopping. 

So why pay shop prices when 
you can buy Cellphones Direct 
Simply phone us wfih your 
crecfit card details to receive your 
phone plus valuable extras in 4 
working days. 


cncc CONNECTION TO 
mcc VOD/i.'Of,'E LO'.VCALL 
WITH NO TARIFF INCREASES 
GUARANTEED FOR UFE 
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or Delta cant. Cato ctiarRd m unto ot SO 
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AFTER £10 CASHBACK* 
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IteMstcmnteasK 
afestapfepaehft 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 

Your phone is fidwed by our M days 
no quibble money back promise. 


MODEL CM-R111K. 

♦ 9 speed dial memories ♦ 60 
mins talk-time ♦ 14 he standby- 
time ♦ feaSwwi tijghf only 185g 
(S ♦ Complete with charger 
and standard battery 
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How far would 
you go, Maggie? 


I t is natural that any speech by Margaret 
Thatcher should be examined primar- 
ily for its impact upon internal party bat- 
tles. These are, after ail torrid times for 
the Tories. Bui it is also worth examining 
what she actually says. Her thought, 
informed as ii is by political developments 
in the United States and Eastern Europe, 
might help her successors to define new 
strategies and political opportunities. So 
(on the evidence of this speech) does it? 

Baroness Thatcher, as she herself 
pointed out, was speaking to commemor- 
ate the life of Keith Joseph, a genuine pol- 
itical radical. The title was “Liberty and 
Limited Government". Liberty referred 
to her well rehearsed aversion to further 
European integration, and included a 
quote from Kipling's “Reeds of Rnnny- 
mede", an anthem for the new strain of 
English nationalism that can now be dis- 
cerned on the right in this country. 

Limited government, however, referred 
to a much more international debate. 
What is the right size for a modem slate? 
Should it take 10 per cent (Hong Kong), 
30 per cent (US). 40 per cent (UK) or 
more (Europe) of a nation’s GDP? And 
if the answer is one of the lower figures, 
then which of its activities should the state 
cease or cede? 

Here her lop-iine at least was dean it 
is time, she said, to take the cause of lim- 
ited government out of the “mothballs*' 
to which it had been consigned. A radi- 
cal approach demands that the state's role 
be significantly reduced. 

In today's Britain, such a reduction 
does not mean privatisation ( thaL pro- 
gramme has largely been completed) or 


efficiency savings (the scope for which is 
now limited). It means, as American pol- 
iticians of both left and right recognise, 
radical action to cut back state provision 
of welfare, substituting private insurance 
and payment for sendees. This does, 
indeed, seem to be what the former 
Prime Minister had in mind. She specif- 
ically commended a pamphlet (written 
last November by Professor Patrick Min- 
ford, and advocating huge tax reductions, 
followed by cuts in the unemployment and 
social security budgets) as “brilliant and 
provocative". 

But if she wills the ends, does she will 
the means? After aU, when in power Mrs 
Thatcher failed to dent the social security 
or unemployment pay-outs, mid was forced 
to boast just how much the stale had pro- 
vided for education and health. So it is 
worth asking which of Professor Mmforcfs 
views she specifically endorses. Unfortu- 
nately, she will not tell us. “Whether Pro- 
fessor Minford's proposals are deemed 
acceptable or not, they are extremely 
valuable in illustrating the possibilities," is 
as far as she is prepared to go. 

This illustrates the current problem on 
the right - a reluctance to specify exactly 
how radicalism will be paid for. It was this 
that undermined John Redwood’s cam- 
paign for Che Tory party leadership last 
summer. leaving him clutching a collec- 
tion of eccentric objectives (saving cottage 
hospitals and the Royal Yacht Britannia) 
and improbable efficiencies. It is this that 
leaves John Major forced to fight the com- 
ing battle on the middle ground, against 
an opponent undistracted by distin- 
guished predecessors. 



A shameful saving 
of money 


Y ou do not have to be a woolty- 
tninded liberal to be concerned about 
Peter LiUey's plans to withdraw welfare 
benefits from thousands of people seek- 
ing political asylum. The Social Security 
Secretary's own advisers are alarmed at 
the prospect. They say the changes will 
force many genuine refugees to “risk 
returning to their own country, possibly 
to imprisonment or worse". 

Sir Thomas Boyd-Carpenter, the per- 
son who wrote these comments, is neither 
soft-headed nor soft-hearted. He was 
Deputy Chief of Defence Staffs is the son 
of a former lory cabinet minister and 
brother of Baroness (Sarah) Hogg, the 
recently retired head of John Major's pol- 
icy unit. He is chairman of Mr Lilley’s 
Social Security Advisory Committee, 
which yesterday called for the proposals 
to be dropped. 

Sir Thomas’s report highlights the 
Government’s admission that the changes 
mean subsistence benefits will be denied 
to a substantial number of genuine asy- 
lum seekers. “Among them," he says, “will 
be men, women and families with children 
who have been unable to bring money or 
possessions with them, some who are sick 
or disabled, and some who are victims of 
war, harsh imprisonment or torture." Sir 
Thomas concludes that it is unacceptable 
to put these people “at risk of destitution". 

These are strong words. But Mr Liiley 
largely ignored them yesterday when he 
announced essentially cosmetic amend- 
ments to his original proposals. In future, 
welfare support will usually be unavailable 
to a^ium-seekers who fail to make their 
application as soon as they arrive. Even 
those who fill in (he forms on time will 
lose their entitlement if the Home Office 
turns down their application. They will 


have to maintain themselves (even though 
they cannot work) while they appeal. 

Mr Liiley made two concessions- Those 
applicants currently being processed will 
continue to receive help, until they are 
turned down. And Mr Liiley will under- 
write the extra costs to local authorities. 
So Tory Westminster and Wandsworth 
councils will presumably drop their embar- 
rassing court challenge to the proposals. 

But these alterations will do little for 
future asylum-seekers, many of them, 
according to Sir Thomas, among “the 
most vulnerable and defenceless m our 
society". 

Mr Lilley’s defence is that the major- 
ity of asylum applications are refused, so 
the tax payer is being asked to subsidise 
bogus refugees. He reckons his measures 
will save £200m, a figure that Sir Thomas 
says is an overestimate. 

Whatever the amount, Mr Liiley is right 
to try to save money. But this is not the 
best way. The humane policy would be to 
reduce the huge backlog of asylum cases 
awaiting adjudication: typicafiy it takes 
eight months to process an application 
and a further 10 months to hear an 
appeal. In 1994, 70 decisions were made 
on applications lodged at least seven 
years earlier. 

Michael Howard has promised to hire 
more officials to process applications 
more quickly. They should be given a 
chance to deal with the backlog of more 
than 60.000 cases: even halving the wait- 
ing time could save millions of pounds. 
But people should not be driven into des- 
titution while these officials do their job. 

There is still time for Mr Liiley to 
think again. Whatever he might be sav- 
ing, it is not worth the stain on Britain’s 
reputation. 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

China’s orphanages need help, not sensationalist criticism 


From Mr Mark Abdl 
Sir As the adoptive parent of a 
child from China, 1 watched the 
Channel 4 documentary Return to 
the Dying Rooms with same horror 
at the sensationalist journalism. 

I am a member of a support 
group for parents who have 
adopted children from China. 
We have more than 30 members 
and are growing f8SL Our group’s 
experience of orphanages in 
many different parts of China is 
that they are staffed by caring, 
well-intentioned individuals 
working with what are some- 
times meagre resources. 

Conditions in some of China's 
orphanages may not be perfect, 
but to suggest that the systematic 
murder of children is the policy 
of the Chinese government, or is 
in some way condoned by it, is 
ludicrous. 

The programme did not men- 
tion that the Chinese government 
runs a speedy, sensitive and veiy 
humane overseas adoption pro- 
gramme to try and ensure that as 
many abandoned children as pos- 
sible are able to enjoy a happy, 
healthy life with a family. There 
is no “baby trade" in China. The 
only costs involved are the admin- 
istrative costs and a donation to 
the orphanage. 

The Chinese government has 
reacted negatively to the TV pro- 
gramme. Recent history shows 


that Peking will not be coerced by 
pressure from overseas and that 
it resents what it sees as unneces- 
sary foreign interference in dom- 
estic affairs. 

If we really want to help the 
children in China's orphanages 
we should be working with the 
Chinese government - not 
against it. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mark Abell 
Northwood, Middlesex 
10 January 

From Dr Christopher Williams 
Sin It is China’s turn for the 
orphanage story. Perhaps the 
public will eventually realise that 
such horrors are not found in 
one, but many poor countries. 
The abuses happen equally to 
adults is institutions but the 
media are less interested. 


not aid, but linked to human 
rights: “We will buy your shirts if 
you spend the profits on your 
orphanages.” Sadly, among 
many, our government lacks the 
integrity to uphold this line 
effectively. 

Yours faithfully. 

Christopher williams 
Global Security Programme 
University of Cambridge 
Cambridge 
10 January 

From Mr David H. W. Grubb 
Sir: Polly Toynbee is right to 
argue the case for those thou- 
sands of infertile couples who will 
now focus on female Chinese 
babies (“Buy a baby, save a life", 
10 January), but she ignores why 
the problem of Chinese female 
orphans exits. 

The core reason why so many 


Visiting their orphanages in „babses are treated so badly and 


1992, 1 saw that the Chinese can 
create well-run, humane care set- 
tings - given cash and training 
opportunities. A large Japanese- 
funded disability centre in Peking 
would put -many establishments 
in the UK to shame. 

So is cash the answer? No, it 
simply permits the poor nations 
to use disadvantaged children as 
an international begging bowL 
creating a disincentive for com- 
prehensive action. The only 
viable approach is through trade 


left to die has ro be addressed. 
The Chinese political attitude to 
overpopulation has not only con- 
doned but stimulated and regul- 
ated an existing attitude towards 
female babies. The vehemence of 
its policy is demonstrated in an 
equally 'deliberate lack of child 
care evident in numerous 
“orphanages". 

A small number of babies will 
be fortunate enough to be 
adopted, but the focus of atten- 
tion must be on training, educa- 


tion and childcare resources, with 
no political or financial strings 
attached. Buying babies does 
nothing to make this happen. 
Yours faithfully, 

David H. W. Grubb 
Executive Director 
Feed the Children 
Reading, 

Berkshire 
11 January 

From Mr Leigh Henderson 
Sin Polly Toynbee produced a 
well-reasoned statement in 
favour of intercountry adoption. 
It is a shame, therefore, that she 
uses the cliche of describing infer- 
tile couples as “desperate". The 
lengthy and thorough process of 
obtaining approval for inter- 
country adoption ensures that 
such couples have come to terms 
with their infertility, have been 
fully informed of the issues rel- 
ating to adopting a child from 
another cultural background and 
have been evaluated for their 
ability to meet the challenges of a 
fransradal family. Consequently, 
the decision to build a family by 
intercountiy adoption is never a 
spur-of-the-moment one made by 
desperate people. “Determined”, 
yes; “desperate", no. 

Yours sincerely, 

Leigh Henderson 
Kim bo I ion, 

Cambridgeshire 


No justification 
for shackling 

From Ms Anita Dockley 
Sir: The Howard League is 
appalled that ministers have 
rejected proposals to end the 
inappropriate and barbaric prac- 
tice of shackling pregnant pris- 
oners (“Prison mothers to stay in 
chains", 10 January). Information 
from prisoners themselves and 
eye-witnesses at the hospital have 
confirmed that prisoners are still 
cuffed, even when in the later 
stages of labour. 

Ann Widdecombe's defence 
of this polity is that women are 
prone to escape when escorted 
outbade the prison even if they are 
pregnant. This view does not 


match the reality, as the Prison 
Service's own figures show that 
only six women in the wbole of 
England and Wales escaped from 
escorts during 1994-95. 

By any standard of civilised 
behaviour, the shackling of preg- 
nant prisoners represents a cruel 
and degrading treatment It may 
also be a practice that contra- 
venes Article 3 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights 
and Article 7 of its UN equiva- 
lent, the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights. 
Youis faithfully, 

Anita Dockley 
Policy Officer 
The Howard League 
for Penal Reform 
London, N19 
10 January 


Speak the truth about monetary union 


Ken is and Hugh isn’t. Says who? 


T he new edition of Who’s Who 
has just been published, an 
event which is always greeted on 
BBC news bulletins as if it were 
another version of the honours list, 
instead of just a fist of curricula 
vitae. Solemnly we were told yes- 
terday that among the new additions 
to the list of distinguished people 
were the athlete Sally Gunnell, the 
actor Richard Wilson, the comedian 
Lenny Henry, though presumably if 
Sally Gunnell were that well known, 
we would not have to be told that 
she was an athlete... 

But very often the interesting 
things about Who’s Who are not the 
inclusions but the exclusions - the 
missing people, the missing mar- 
riages. ine missing experiences. I 
have gone browsing through the new 
Who ‘s Who myself, and it was not the 
inclusion of the actor Richard Wilson 
that caught my attention, it was the 
absence of the actor Hugh GnmL 
Why? Kenneth Branagh is in there, 
as you might expect, whom T first saw 
in 1982 in the West End production 
di Another Country. He was good. He 
was not the lead actor, though. The 
lead actor was Rupert Everett. 
Rupert Everett is not in Who's Who. 

Lenny Henry is in there all right, 
but not Alexei Sayle or Rik Mayail. 



MILES KINGTON 


In fact, there are no Sayles at aU and 
there is only one Mayail, namely. Pro- 
fessor James Bardsiey Lawson May- 
all, who has been Professor of Inter- 
national Relations at the LSE since 
1991 and gives as his recreations 
“cooking, gardening, watching 
cricket, walking the dog". 

That is the kind of person who 
makes up the backbone of the world 
of Who 's Who , the professors and the 
major-generals and the chairmen of 
companies and the back street politi- 
cians, all the people that you would 
never want to look up unless a) you 
had to introduce him or her for an 
after-dinner speech, or b) you had to 
know something about somebody for 
an article. Take Sir Christopher 
Bland, for example. Who is he? 
Had you ever beard of him? Nor I. 
But suddenly, there he is, the newly 


elected - I am sorry, I nearly said 
elected — the newly appointed chair- 
man of the BBC Governors. Why 

him ? 

As someone said to me yesterday, 
“Why are they picking a successor to 
Marmaduke Hussey now? After all, 
it doesn't take a giantto succeed Mar- 
maduke Hussey, does it? Anyone 
could do itl Maybe the Tory govern- 
ment is planning ahead. Maybe if they 
think they are going to lose the next 
election, u would be helpful for them 
to have someone at the top of the 
BBC in sympathy with them, so let’s 
install him now..." ■ 

But is Sir Christopher Bland in 
sympathy with the Tory establish- 
ment? Will he be their man during 
the long years of Labour rule to 
come? Who’s Who is silent on this 
point The brief Bland biography 
says nothing about his fortune, hi 
politics, or his personal integrity. All 
it says of interest is that he was a 
member of the Irish Olympic fencing 
team in 1960, even though he Seems 
to have no Irish connections apart 
from thaL Mysterious. Further down 
the same page, incidentally, is Bland- 
ford, the Marquess of, who appears 
from his brief biography to have led 
a perfectly blameless life and to have 
had no recreations, which I think 


is up the shortcomings of Who’s 


sums 

Who. If you want another illustration 
of how Who’s Who can be caught 
short, I might mention the case of 
Emma Nicholson, MP, who is fisted 
as being a life member of the Blyth 
Conservative Club. 

There axe, incidentally, four peo- 
ple called Michael Howard listed in 
Who’s Who. Three are perfectly 
respectable members of society, who 
must get depressed at being mixed up 
with the other one, our oleaginous 
acting Home Secretary, the man 
who does what the Saudi Arabian 
government tells him to do and 
deports anyone who might annoy It 
to Dominica. This he justifies on the 
grounds that it safeguards British 
jobs, even though the only job he has 
ever shown the slightest interest in 
safeguarding is his own. 

Mr Howard, as is well known, 
never admits to being wrong about 
anything. It will be interesting to see 
if he ever owns up to being wrong 
about the correct way to say 
“Dominica”, which is not pro- 
nounced “Dominica'’, as he says it, 
but “DominEEca" If he ever gets it 
righL it will be the first time he has 
even tacitly admitted a mistake. I 
hope it will be recorded in Who's 
Who next time round. 


From Mr Adam Send] 

Sin Hugh Dykes (letter, 6 Janu- 
ary) is right to claim that the Con- 
servative Party’s fortunes would 
improve if they spoke the truth 
about European Monetary 
Union. Unfortunately, his inter- 
pretation justifies Britain’s par- 
ticipation in a fortress Europe 
currency on the grounds of cost 
transparency, saving on foreign 
exchange transactions and reduc- 
ing waste. 

Woolly thinking such as this is 
in danger of dealing a mortal 
blow to the Tbries’ election hopes 
and Britain’s future economic 
prosperity. 

Emu would not give cost trans- 
parent?. because of individual 
market adaptations such as the 
Italian preference for top open 
washing machines and the British 
for right-hand-drive cars. Foreign 
exchange transactions account 
for less than 0.4 per cent of GDP, 
and anyway international com- 
panies hedge against exchange 


rate variations to protect profits. 
Britain's unique economic profile 
of public spending, variable rate 
mortgages and business cycle 
means Chat it is vital to be free to 
set interest rates to suit our 
needs. 

Much of Britain's economic 
interests lie where 60 per cent of 
our exports and 75 per cent of 
overseas investment go, outside 
the European Union. Mr Dykes 
wifi find that the answer to the 
Conservative Party’s revival and 
Britain’s future prosperity lies in 
combining a practical approach 
to the EU while maximising our 
interest elsewhere. 

Emu binds us to Europe when 
we should be looking outwards, 
to sell chemicals to the US.insur 
ance to France, whisky to Japan, 
and let the fortress Europeans 
follow in our wake. - 
Yours faithfully, 

AdamSavxll 
London, SW15 
6 January 


James Meade: not 
a bullied boy 

From Mr G. fL Chesterton 
Sin Further to Richard Scho- 
field's letter (4 January) about 
Professor James Meade's time at 
Malvern, I would like to put the 
record straight. Professor Meade 
was a boy at Malvern during the 
inspired headmasterstup of PS 
Preston, to whom any suggestion 
of bullying was anathema. Pre- 
ston relied considerably for dis- 
cipline on a carefully chosen 
body of senior boys, and James 
Meade was among this number. 
Meade won nine school prizes 
and an open scholarship to Oriel 
hardly the achievements of a 
persecuted boy. 

Yours faithfully, 

G. H. Ch e sterton 
Matverian Society 
Malvern College 
Worcestershire 
9 January 


Bearded in 
the Cabinet 

From The Rev Ton Russ 
•Sin I think your diarist (8 Janu- 
ary) was wrong about Sidney 
Webb having been the last Cab- 
inet minister to wear a beard. 
Ibqy Benn, in his diary, writes as 
follows: 

There were jokes in Cabinet 
about naynew beard aod Michael 
Stewart reminded me of what 
Attlee had said when Sydney 
Silverman, MP for Nelson and 
Colne, grew a beard. He had 
said, “I move previous face” and 
indeed Harold began by saying, 
“Motions to move previous face 
are out of order.” (p2L5 of the 
one-volume edition) 

That was 19 August 196 9. 

Yours sincerely. 

Tim Russ 
St Dennis, 

Cornwall 
10 January 
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Penalising the 
mentally ill 

From Dr Mike Launer 
Sir I am a psychiatrist who is part 
of a team caring for severely ill 
schizophrenics, both in hospital 
and in the community. In the past 
few months 1 haw had three let- 
ters from the DSS informing roe 
that patients bad been termi- 
nated from then Disability Living 
Allowance benefits on the 
grounds that they have not been 
in hospital for a few years. 

We are heavy users of the new 
medications for schizophrenia 
(eg clozapine), and research in 
the United States has shown that 
with clozapine, re-admissions of 
schizophrenics can be reduced by 
up to 80 per cent It is. however, 
true to say that many of these 
patients still remain severely dis- 
abled in the community. More 
importantly, it is only due to the 
patient’s own compliance and 
the efforts of the carers that we 
can achieve this degree of 
stability. 

The Government claims to 
be heavily pushing care in the 
community for schizophrenia, 
but what is the point when the 
DSS is penalising sufferers and 
carets for iheir efforts by reduc- 
ing their means to bare subsis- 
tence levels? 

Yours faithfully. 

Mike Launer 
Consultant Psychiatrist 
Burnley Health Care Trust 
Burnley, Lancashire 
11 January 


Roads, codes and law 

From Mr Jonathan Picken 
Sir: David Watson (letter, 10 
January) is surely incorrect when 
implying that it is against the law 
to drive in the middle lane of a 
motorway when not overtaking. . 

Provisions regarding the High- 
way Code are now contained in 
the Road Traffic Act 1988. Sec- 
tion 38(7) of the Act provides that 
A failure on the part of a person 
to observe a provision of the 
Highway Code shall not of itself 
render that person liable to crim- 
inal proceedings of any kind bui ... 
any such failure may in any pro- 
ceedings ... be refied upera by 
any party to the proceedings as 
tending to establish or negative 
any liability which is in question 
in those proceedings. . 

The unnecessary hogging of 
middle lanes or breaches of any of 
the Code’s provisions may consti- 
tute evuknre that a driving offence 
has been committed, but such acts 
are not intfaemselves illegal. 

Ybajs sincerely. . 

Jonathan Picken 
Solicitor ' 

London, SE27 


Mitterrand’s model 

From Ms Marie-CUmde Angtvin 
Sir. Why did President Mitter- 
rand coll his illegitimate daugh- 
ter “Mazarine"? Whs.it because 
he saw in himself some of the 
attributes of Cardinal Mazarin? 

French statesman ... elegant and 
subtle, simultaneously flexible 
and enthusiastic.” 

(Le Grand Larmsse, 1963) 

A brilliant administrator, though 
tortuous ... had many enemies 
and critics ... was a generous 

patron of the arts worked 

consistently for the growth of 
French power and the consoli- 
dation of the central authority. 

( Everyman ’s Encyclopaedia . ■ 
1985) j ‘ 

Perhaps Mitterrand was aim -, 
ing too high? ' 

Yours sincerely, 

Marie-Claude 
London, W8 
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weU and truly over. This weekh^ 
faced yet another onslaught as hfe m 
commenced its commmS stage and 
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liamenlarv session. 

And this week they are in ebullient 

°;«,. a S^ their supporter?: 
such as William Oddie in ifa e Daily 
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HELEN WILKINSON 


Lxird Mackaymay well forced 

extend the l--month cooline-ou 
V penod m his fiil] to 18 months. Bui die 
•- , r moral zealots are unlikely to rest until 
they have used every parliamentary 
- device they can to undennine the ccru 

™ reform pnnciple of “no-fauir 
- . divorce. 

Many of Lord Mackay’s critics, 

- sucj 1 f Baroness Young in the LoS 

• •" “!? die former education secretary 
■ . John Patten MP in the House of 

. Commons, seem hell-bent on makine 

mischief. For them, the removal of 
_ blame from the business of divorce is 
tantamount to removing responsibil- 
ity for relationship breakdown. 

These fundamentalists see the per- 
• .: missive Sixties as the root cause of our 

contemporary problems, bringing not 

* -V on, y foe pill and sexual freedom! but 
: - ■ also divorce' and abortion law reform 

as well. Sometimes one wonders if thev 
. and their supporters actually accept 
the idea of divorce at all. They cer- 
. tainly seem overly obsessed with sym- 

' - bolic politics - the sanctity of marriage 

must be upheld in all cases - even°if 

- • that means endangering unmarried 

- - victims of domestic violence, which 

was the implication of their success- 
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its alt a bit ironic. When Lord 
Mackay’s Bill was first proposed, 
many read it as an attempt to make 
divorce more difficult, because it 
introduced the idea of a 12-month 
cooling off period. Those in favour of 
quickie divorces said thus was amply 
12 months too long. 

Indeed, if the Bill becomes law. 
Princess Diana and Prince Charles 
may well find themselves having to 
wan for a cooling-off year rather than 
obtaining an automatic divorce after 
their two-year separation. (Rjrhaps 
this explains the Queen's recent pres- 
sure for a rapid decision from the 
unhappy couple). 

In fact, the Bill has turned out to be 
a sophisticated attempt to strike a bal- 
ance between the need to make the 
process of divorce less gladiatorial and 
at the same time to ensure that people 
really do understand the significance of 
their decision to part One of the ben- 
efits of removing fault and building in 
a cooling-off penod is that it creates a 
climate in which people may arrive at 
calmer and more collected decisions 


use the 
divorce process as a 
cry for help 


about whether the relationship has irre- 
trievably broken down. 

This is important because research 
consistently shows that many people 
use the divorce process as a ay for 
help or as a way of testing their rela- 
tionships. In one academic studs 1 in the 
late Eighties, 5 1 per cent of divorced 
men and 29 per cent of divorced 
women would have preferred to slay 
married,' and in 10 per cent of cases, 
both parties wished that they had 
remained married. So it seems that 
many people don't know whether 
their relationship is al an end and may 
be using the legal system as a way of 
finding out. 

Soap operas have been quick to dis- 
sect these themes, with talcs such as 
that of Patricia and Max Famham in 
Brookside , a couple with marital protv 
lems who divorced in haste and 
derided to remarry the day the divorce 
was made final. 


By actively encouraging couples to 
attend mediation and seek counselling 
during their cooling-off period. Lord 
Mackay's Bill compels couples to 
think again. It also recognises that 
fault and blame need to be removed 
from the process so that partners can 
come to the negotiating table not with 
the belligerent attitude of war-time 
foes but one more conducive to con- 
flict-resolution. 

Jt is (his shift away from our fault- 
based system to one that rejects the 
whole notion of pinpointing blame 
that may, in the long run. be the most 
important Until now we have been 
content to caricature the process of 
relationship breakdown as one of vic- 
tim and perpetrator, institutionalising 
a divisive blame culture. 

But as most of us know, real life is 
rarely that simple: more often than not 
both parties bear some responsibility 
for relationships gone wrong. So by 
removing the concept of blame in the 
divorce process, the Bill creates a 
space for both sides to face up to their 
own responsibilities. The break-up 
itself can become less acrimonious, 
aided by a built-in delay (hat encour- 
ages couples to solve their disagree- 
ments, especially over issues such as 
access to children, in an amicable 
manner. 

Recent research conducted by 
Rchte's Centre for Family Studies at 
Newcastle University found that medi- 
ation proved effective at resolving dis- 
agreements between couples, SO per 
cent of married couples reaching some 
form of agreement amicably, often in 
the best interests of the child. 

For the familial fundamentalists 


such arguments fall on deaf ears. In 
their eyes, blame is vita! to the divorce 
process: in their twisted logic it 
upholds the sanctity of marriage itself. 
Thus they are content to condemn 
those living in (he real world to pain: 
for fault-based divorce almost always 
guarantees misery and conflict, and 
sours bad relationships even more, 
with obvious detrimental effects on the 
children of the warring parents. 

This is why the Bill is an important 
shift in public policy, a recognition of 
the fact that the greatest problems 
arising from unstable relationships 
are those involving children, and that 
the State is bound to take a role in pro- 
tecting their interests. The combina- 
tion of no-fault and cooling off is the 
most child-friendly piece of divorce 
legislation that has ever been put 
before Parliament. But the funda- 
mentalists seem blind to the needs of 
children and are left asserting an old 
version of state responsibility, by want- 
ing the law to prescribe the boundaries 
of adult relationships and tell people 
how to live their lives. 

How the Prime Minister handles 
this will be of vital importance because 
such issues inevitably have a wider res- 
onance. The 1992 Republican Presi- 
dential Convention proved to be a 
turning point for George Bush in his 
bid for re-election to Ihe US presi- 
dency. His party was sbowo to have 
been taken over by the moralistic. 
Christian fundamentalist Right, whose 
zealotry was anathema to most Amer- 
icans. John Major, burnt once already 
by “Back to Basics”, should lake heed 
and beware the hectoring of the 
moralists in his own party. 


Is China really so bad? 



The West should 
not always 
presume to know 
best about other 
countries, argues 
David Bellamy 



H aving visited China on a 
number of occasions, I 
tave seen the problems its 
. people face and the way they 
lave, since the Cultural Rev- 
olution. tackled the problem of 
attainability. So I know that 
he sad stories in Ihe media 
his week, of children left to 
"lie in orphanages, are only. a 
■ ;maLi part of the story. 

* During the late Sixties, 
• - rhina, which has some of the 
•• vorld’s leading botanists and 
* igronotnists, came to the con- 
— - duston that although it could 
--~eed 1 billion people, it could 
aot go on meeting the needs of 
'jm ever-increasing population. 
; 3o it instituted the contro- 
versial policy of the one-child 

Too many people 
are demanding 
too much of the 
Earth's resources 


family. The world wagged fin- 
ders of scorn and warned that 
■.here would be problems. 
There were and, sadly, the 
ooticy did not work - for today 
nany families are having two 
ar even three children. 

However, recent surveys of 
students show that the major- 



jnei 
vayahe 

ty want to delay marriage 
jeyond the minimum legal 
ige. If only China bad gone 
jown the road of population 
:onccrn some 25 years earlier, 
it could have solved the prob- 
lem in a more equitable way 
ind those youngsters could 
now be planning for two off- 
spring. 

Malnutrition and rural pov- 
erty are symptoms of over- 
population. The Return to the 
Dying Rooms TV programme 


highlighted a related issue that 
stems from the culture of son 
preference and the inequality 
of the girt child. This culture is 
still nfe in many countries 
which are storing up all sorts 
of problems for the future. It 
is already manifest in rural 
China where, in some areas, 
there are 28 single men 
(between the ages of 25 and 
44) for every single woman. 
Little wonder that Blind Date- 
type programmes top the tele- 
vision charts. 

Recently, an unlikely people 
- the Italians - emerged as a 
ground-breaking nation with 
the smallest family size, the 
1.2-child family. Italy’s popu- 
lation is now falling. The rea- 
son it was able to happen was 
at least in part because of a law 
on abortion that was passed in 
1978, a law which was then 
looked upon as the most len- 
ient in Europe. Four years 
later, legal abortion among 
women between the ages of 15 
and 44 had risen to 19.7 per 

1.000. In the next 10 years it 
gradually decreased to 11 per 

1.000, slightly lower than in 
Britain. 

As we approach the millen- 
nium and the world’s pop- 
ulation explodes over the 6 
billion mark at the rate of 2.9 
extra people every second, the 
real problems facing us are 
the following. AH the world’s 
fish stocks are being exploited 
to the limit and 75 per cent of 
them are in decline. Since 
peaking in 1990L world pro- 
duction of grain -which staples 
the vast majority of the world’s 
diets and those of feedstock 
beef, hpgs, poultry and farmed 
fish, and which drives the 
futures market - has fallen. 
Part of the reason is that crop 
varieties, new and old, are no 
longer responding to ever-ris- 
ing levels of fertiliser applica- 
tion and the soil structure is 
collapsing, 50 much so that in 
September 1995 there were 
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only a paltry 49 days’ supply left 
in die granaries of the world. 

That is dangerous living for 
governments that pride them- 
selves on keeping food prices 
low, let alone the rising num- 
ber of nations that survive on 
grain imports and handouts; 
and it has profoundly danger- 
ous implications for tile future 
of the world itself. 

In China, the problem once 
again hit critical mass as the 


Yellow River, which is of cru- 
cial importance for irrigation 
and industrialisation, dried up 
610km from the sea. 

When it comes to sustain- 
ability, the West has much to 
learn from China for, from 
those willow-pattern land- 
scapes which are not particu- 
larly well endowed with top- 
trade agricultural soils, it has 
contrived to feed its 1.2 billion 
people adequately, its chosen 


method is, of course, semi- 
organic agriculture. 

Until recently, 14 of China’s 
15 largest rides had their own 
farm belts or xtirns which, 
though integrated, were kept 
separate from industrial and 
other areas. Kept fertile with 
treated farm and human waste, 
they supply most of the vege- 
tables, gram, fruit and meat 
required by the cities’ inhabit- 
ants, thus minimising the prob- 


lems of transport, the use of 
non-renewables and sludge 
dumping. 

Shanghai was not only the 
location for the Dying Rooms, 
it is also home to more than 14 
million people. Situated at the 
mouth of the Chang Jiang 
River, soon to be tamed by the 
world’s largest hydroelectririty 
scheme in the beautiful Three 
Gorges, in 1986 this great city 
was self-sufficient in vegetables 
and produced most of its grain, 
and a good part of its pork and 
poultry, within the xian admin- 
istered by the city. 

Shanghai needs a sludge 
incinerator, artificial fertiliser 
and the wrong type of indus- 
trial development - all on offer 
to China from the West - like 
the Chinese needed opium last 
time the Western world tried 
to take a hand in their devel- 
opment. Yet the single-issue 
vested interests of the past 
are there in their hordes, ped- 
dling a new opiate: sustainable 
development 

Sustainable development 
the post-Rio battle cry, the vis- 
ion of Gro Harlem Brundt- 
land, was harpooned by the 
Norwegian fleets in order to 
get at the now protected stocks 
of minke whales, and is being 
hijacked as an excuse for get- 
ting fat-cat hands on the little 
that is left of the world's wild 
lands and the resources of sus- 
tainable ways of life. 

If the Western way of life is 
to be the role model, why are 
our dole queues so long, why 
are the infrastructures of so 
many of our cities falling to 
pieces, why are there more 
black teenagers in American 
prisons than in American uni- 
versities? And why are Amer- 
ica’s National Forks being 
opened up to logging, mining, 
cattle ranching and hotel 
chains? The answer is unsus- 
tainabOity: too many people 
demanding too much of the 
resources of one Earth. 

With the Colorado River 
rarely making it to the Gulf of 
Mexico and the population of 
India set to catch up that of 
China, both in terms of num- 
bers and in the imbalance of 
the male-female ratio, this is 
no time for complacency. Time 
has run out. The world must 
not condone infanticide, sexual 
discrimination of any sort, or 
the profligate use of non- 
renewable resources. 

The writer is president of Popu- 
lation Concern 


ShaUIl Hill 

Liberate diners from service charges 


A s the House of Lords discussed 
in its debate yesterday, tipping m 
restaurants is an anachronism - the 
left-ovens from a period when service 
implied servants from the lower ranks 
rather than professionals, the equalot 
those dining . Its function nowadays 
aas little or nothing to do with service 
rendered anyway, and is w&ct 
twofold, hiding part of the real cost ot 
e ating out, and also subsidising the 
wage costs incurred by the restaurant 
and hotel trade. Superficially this is a 
good arrangement for everyone 
except those paying. 


The origins of the service charge, 
which Lord Bradford's Private Mem- 
ber s Bill seeks to abolish, lie, per- 
veisety-. m previous attempts to ratio- 
nalise this awkward and inconvenient 
business. Tfcn per cent, then later 15 
per cent, was added to the total bill 
so that both diner and waiting staff 
should know how much was expected. 
In some respects it was a success but 
it was never “optional” in any real 
sense - an extra reward for extra 
attention - and its demise is overdue. 

Banishing tipping is not as straight- 
forward, however, and nobody would 


want a return to the previous messy 
and uncertain arrangement. Should 
this proposal become law, the restau- 
rant and hotel trade will still need to 
put its house in order if there is to be 
any improvement for those at the 
sharp end of the transaction - those 
with the bill. 

Part of the overall problem facing 
restaurants is that the paying punters 
are uncomfortable with all tins rubbish 
- dress codes, tipping and the like. 
That’s why pubs now attract so many 
diners witting to pay sizeable amounts 
of money for a straightforward meal 


served without fuss and without hid- 
den extras. It is not unreasonable 
before eating to want some due to the 
final cost of a tneaL Nor is it reason- 
able after the meal to be confronted 
with any expectations other than a bit 
of appreciation. 

Certainly, nobody wants the Amer- 
ican system. There, you must carry 
around a large wad of suitably denom- 
inated notes so as to order a cup of 
coffee or check in lu^age, or else face 
problems from hovering porters with 
fixed smiles and itchy palms. 

The real cure for tipping will have 


come when no tip is expected - prob- 
ably at the same time as proper wages 
are paid to sendee staff. If this means 
a 10 to 15 percent increase in restau- 
rant prices then at least everyone will 
know where they stand. Those hov- 
ering for something extra may then be 
treated as the importuning beggars 
that they really are and the catering 
trade may slowly creep into the mod- 
ern world. Better late than never, one 
supposes. 

The writer is chef-patron of The Mer- 
chant House in Ludlow. 


Let’s hope it’s 
not in our genes 

By f ailing to control the use of genetic 
data , the Government will encourage 
discrimination, says Alastair Kent 


XTesterday, the Government 
X failed dismally to grasp an 
opportunity to prevent abuses 
of our rapidly developing know- 
ledge of human genetics. By 
choosing to rely on existing 
mechanisms, which experts 
already regard as inadequate! 
the Government’s official res- 
ponse to the report of the Sci- 
ence and Technology Select 
Committee on Human Genet- 
ics is deeply disappointing. 

The news that the genetic 
code is being unravelled much 
faster than was originally 
thought possible must bring 
hope to the millions of people 
in families who are at risk from 
genetic disorders. Most of these 
are very tare, but together they 
are one of the major causes of 
ill health and disability in this 
country: more than 25 million 
people arc members of families 
at risk from an inherited con- 
dition; 15,000 babies are born 
each year with significant disa- 
bilities, and almost half of all 
childhood deaths in Britain are 
the result of genetic disease. 

Among the 200,000-odd 
genes that comprise our genetic 
code, we all have a few that - 
if we have children by a partner 
who carries the same defective 
genes - potentially produce dis- 
abling, life-threatening or even 
fatal conditions. As scientific 
understanding advances, more 
of the genes that increase the 
risk of our developing illnesses 
such as cancer or Alzheimer’s 
disease are being discovered. 

It is not all good news, 
though. Discovering the gene 
allows precise diagnosis, and 
will eventually lead to the dev- 
elopment of new forms of ther- 
apy that will treat and perhaps 
even cure these conditions. But 
the gap between locating the 
gene and being able to cure the 
condition is a huge one. Gene 
therapy trials are at a very early 
stage, and it is not yet dear 
which conditions will be 
amenable to treatment. For 
the foreseeable future, the prin- 
ciple benefit of this new genetic 
knowledge will be antenatal 
diagnosis of affected preg- 
nancies, giving parents the 
option of a termination. 

Just as information about 
your genetic make-up gives you 
control over aspects of your life, 
so that same information in the 
wrong hands will give others 
power over you. Employers 
might, for example, want to 
know if female applicants had 
an increased risk of breast can- 
cer. so they could choose not to 
employ them. Insurance com- 
panies might not want to pro- 
vide cover for people at an 
increased risk of developing 
long-term diseases such as 


Alzheimer’s. People with a 
genetic predisposition to cer- 
tain forms of heart disease 
might not be able to afford io 
protect the payments on their 
mortgage because of the loaded 
premiums demanded. 

Genetics will have an impact 
on all our lives. Scientific 
advances are coming too 
quickly for us to assimilate. 
Last summer, the Commons 
Select Committee on Science 
and Technology produced a 
report on the implications of 
our new knowledge. The report 
was widely welcomed and many 
urged the Government to act 
quickly, implement its recom- 
mendations and introduce pow- 

Scientific advances 
are coining too 
quickly for us to 
assimilate 


erful and effective monitoring 
and control to prevent the 
abuse of genetic information. 

On Wednesday, the Govern- 
ment rejected virtually all the 
recommendations in the report, 
preferring to rely on existing 
mechanisms which, in the view 
of the Select Committee and 
others, are already inadequate. 
The Advisory Committee on 
Genetic Testing which actually 
is to be set up has far too nar- 
row a remit so it will, in effect, 
be unable to address issues rel- 
ating to employment, insur- 
ance and the non-medical uses 
of genetic information. 

Last summer, the Govern- 
ment deliberately excluded 
those with genetic predispos- 
itions from protection under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Bill then being discussed in 
Parliament. The Government 
preferred, it said, to wail for the 
forthcoming Select Committee 
report. It is, therefore, all the 
more disappointing .that it on 
Wednesday it again failed to 
provide for proper legislation to 
prevent genetic discrimination 
in employment 

Indeed, by turning its back 
on legislation, the Government 
has gone further and created a 
positive incentive to discrimin- 
ate early, because it will not be 
possible for employers, insur- 
ers or any other service pro- 
vider to do so once symptoms 
are manifest. The Govern- 
ment's response on Wednesday 
amounts to a Discriminator's 
Charter. 

The writer is director of the 
Genetic Interest Group 


The best way 
to avoid a dentist is 
to visit one. 


The more often you visit the dentist, the Jess likely 
you are to need major treatment. That’s why, 
with its strong emphasis on preventive care, BUPA 
Dental Cover is such a good idea. 

What is more, all BUPA Dental Cover dentists 
have to undergo quality checks before they can 
join the BUPA DentalCover network. 

And once one of oar BUPA DentalCover dentists 
has made an initial assessment of the condition of 
yonr teeth, you can budget for your dental care by 
paying a fixed monthly fee. That covers routine 
check-ups, polishing and fillings to major restorative 
work such as bridges and crowns. 

To find out more about BUPA DentalCover, 
call 0800 230 230 now (quoting reference INDI), 
or fiil in the freepost coupon below. 


0800 230 230 
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To: BUPA DentalCover, FREEPOST, Bournemouth, BH1 3TS. 
You don’t even need a stamp 
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You’re amazing. We want yew to stay that way. 
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Thatcher ‘pledged 
support’ for 
Eurotunnel loans 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 
and DAVID HELUER 

Baron ess Thatcher. the former 
prime minister, was drawn into 
the Eurotunnel crisis last night 
after it emerged that some 
Japanese banks believe she had 
promised that no British gov- 
ernment would let the project 
collapse. 

Hopes that the UK and 
French governments might 
eventually rescue Eurotunnel 
may explain why the 25 Japan- 
ese hanks have proved resistant 
to an immediate solution to the 
company’s debt nightmare. 

Senior sources involved in the 
restructuring talks have told 
the Independent of a letter 
signed by the former Prime 
Minister encouraging Japan- 
ese investors to support the 
project. 

The news emerged as the gov- 
ernments down-played the rev- 
elation that Eurotunnel had 
asked London and Paris to 
guarantee a bond issue to help 
free it of its £Sbn of debts. As 
the Independent reported yes- 
terday, Patrick Ponsolle, Euro- 
tunnel's co-chairman, warned 
the French government that it 
faced a financial scandal unless 
if provided the support. 

Japanese banks were initially 
unenthusiastic about investing 
in the Channel Tunnel when the 
government was trying to drum 
up support for the private sec- 
tor project in the mid-19S0s. 

A second attempt by the 
financial advisers to brine them 


on board succeeded and. ac- 
cording to one French source. 
Lady Thatcher’s views were 
central in persuading them. 
“The letter is vague, but I can 
see how it might have been in- 
terpreted as a promise of gov- 
ernment support,” he said. 

Japanese banks have persis- 
tently claimed that they only 
look part in the project alter re- 
ceding what they took to be, in 
effect, a UK government as- 
surance that the project would 
not be allowed to go down. Ever 
since Eurotunnel announced 
it was suspending interest pay- 
ments on its junior debt, the 
Japanese bankers in London 
have been considering whether 
they might have a. dahn against 
the UK government 

Yesterday one banker said 
that a letter from Lady 
Thatcher existed, although he 
had not seen iL “Certainly arms 
were twisted and many bankers 
working for Japanese banks in 
London who had turned down 
the opportunity to lend to the 
project found that their supe- 
riors were pressing them to 
change their mind.” said one 
banker yesterday. 

Eurotunnel's problems come 
at a time when most of the 
Japanese banks are experienc- 
ing severe problems in their 
domestic market. They are said 
to be adamant that any finan- 
cial restructuring should not 
mean they share any more pain, 
and that the governments nave 
a responsibility to help. Both the 
Department of Transport and 10 


Downing Street said they were 
not aware of such a letter. 

France and Britain yesterday 
rejected attempts by Eurotun- 
nel to involve the two govern- 
ments in a rescue. W illiam 
WaJdegrave, chief secretary to 
the Treasury, told Parliament 
that Eurotunnel was a private 
sector company and the Gov- 
ernment would not get involved. 
“There is no change of policy on 
this matter,” he said. In France, 
a government source said: “We 
respect the principle of non- 
intervention by the state." 

However, a Eurotunnel 
spokesman in Paris said dis- 
cussions over government sup- 
port for a bond issue took place 
in the past few months, and they 
had not formally had a reply. 

Bankers are deeply scepLical 
of Eurotunnel's chances of get- 
ting British and French gov- 
ernment backing. A bond issue 
is a way out but it could never 
be sold to investors without a 
government guarantee. “And 
there's no chance of this. ” said 
a transport analyst. 

The Department of Transport 
confirmed the talks with Euro- 
tunnel but would not give any 
details, saying that while fi- 
nance was discussed, the details 
were commercially confidential 

On Wednesday Mr Ponsolle 
said he believed the Labour gov- 
ernment would be more sym- 
pa the tic to Eurotunnel's plight. 
But Alas lair Darling, Labour's 
City spokesman, said yesterday: 
“Eurotunnel need not look to 
us to bail it out." 


Woolwich’s move raises 
stakes for smaller rivals 


Nic cfcum 

Woolwich Building Society's 
move to abandon mutual status 
to become a bank increased the 
pressure yesterday on several of 
its larger rivals to do the same. 

It also dramatically raised the 
slakes for a number of other, 
smaller, societies facing the 
possibility of hostile takeover 
bids by financial institutions 
buying a share in the mortgage 
market. 

At least two societies. 
Alliance & Leicester and 
Nationwide, are known to have 
considered floating on the Stock 
Exchange. Nationwide is be- 
lieved to have backed away 
from this option, while an an- 
nouncement from Alliance & 
Leicester is imminent. 

Bradford & BingJev and Bris- 
tol & West yesterday repealed 
their continued backing for 
mutual status. 

Woolwich Building Society, 
founded in 1847. is the third- 
largest in the UK, with assets of 
about £2Sbn. 

The society has several sub- 
sidiaries. including insurance, in- 


vestments and pensions, plus a 
ISO-strong estate agency chain. 
Profits in the war to December 
1994 stood at £3U2m. 

Its derision to de-mutualise 
follows that of Halifax, which 
has merged with Leeds 
Permanent. 

The society's chief execu- 
tive. Peter Robinson, said: 
“Powerful forces for change 
are producing an intensity of 
competition that, through con- 
solidation, will polarise the in- 
dustry into well-defined groups 
of large and niche players. 

“The Woolwich is not a niche 
player and has no intention of 
allowing itself to be overtaken 
by events. As larger groupings 
form in our market place, the 
competitive threat is obvious." 

Sir Brian Jenkins, Woolwich 
chairman, added* “The financial 
services industry is changing. W: 
need the most effective corpo- 
rate structure to achieve our 
business objectives.” 

A slock market listing wifi, its 
directors believe, allow Wool- 
wich to boost its presence in sev- 
eral overseas countries, finance 
takeovers of other financial in- 


stitutions and expand existing 
operations. 

Rob Thomas, building soci- 
ety analyst at the Swiss banking 
group UBS, said: ‘•This move is 
a logical extension of what has 
happened to other big societies. 

“Remaining ones, particu- 
larly Nationwide, will have to 
respond by giving back more 
money to their members by, say, 
loyalty bonuses, or giving better 
rates." 

fBCA, the European rating 
agency, yesterday affirmed 
Woolwich's long-term rating of 
AA minus and its short-term A1 
plus rating. 

But some banking analysts 
questioned whether Woolwich, 
with a market capitalisation of 
about £3bn, would be big 
enough to attract much insti- 
tutional interest. 

Ton Clarke, an analyst at Pan- 
mure Gordon, said investors 
would do better with the much 
larger Halifax flotation. “It is 
difficult to see what Woolwich 
can bring to the party. I would 
have been more excited if it was 
Alliance & Leicester or Na- 
tionwide,” Mr Clarke added 
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Fund manager expected to back Granada’s bid 



MAM keeps buying Forte 


Mercury Asset Management 
has taken its stake in Forte to 
over 15 per cent, following a 
third day of frenzied trading in 
the shares of the hotel and 
restaurant group, writes Math- 
ew Horsman. All told 20 mil- 
lion shares changed hands, as 
volumes in the three days since 
Granada upped its bid to £3-8bn 
topped 100 million. 

Analysts and other institu- 
tional shareholders predicted 
that MAM. which bought 12 
million shares on Wednesday 
alone, would use its muscle to 
back Granada's hostile bid. 


which could prove crucial to the 
television and leisure company's 
success. 

Forte dosed ai 36S ! ,zp. com- 
pared with the all-cash offer 
from Granada of 362p. A high- 
er cash-and-shares bid values 
Forte at 379p, or about £3.8bn. 
on Granada's dose last night of 
664p. 

Sir Rocco Forte and the 
Granada chairman Gerry 
Robinson -pictured above right 
with Charles Allen, reviewing 
the new menu they would in- 
troduce at little Chef if their bid 
goes through - visited institu- 


tional investors yesterday to 
pul their final case. One fund 
manager said the decision was 
simple: “Do you think a pure ho- 
lds company will make more 
money for shareholders than a 
mixed’ hoieis and restaurants 
company ?" He added that his 
fund would make a final deci- 
sion next week. 

Meanwhile, the two compa- 
nies traded criticisms over 
Forte's promise of a 20 per cent 
annual dividend increase in 
each of the next three years, and 
over Forte's plans to buy back 
£SG0m worth of shares. 
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Ratner wants 

to buy back 
H Samuel 


NJGEL COPE 

Gerald Ratner, the former Rat- 
ners chairman, who was ousted 
after he described the compa- 
ny's jeweDeiv as “total crap .has 
emerged as a candidate to buy 
back the H Samuel chant which 
was put up for sale yesterday. 

Mr Ratner’s interest in re- 
turning to his old haunts 
emerged as more than 
high street shops were pul up 
for sale vesterday, underlining 
the difficulties many retailers 
still face, even after an upbeat 
Christmas. 

Sears, the sprawling retail 
conglomerate, led the way when 
it announced it was abandoning 
its loss-making Saxone and Cur- 
tess shoe shops, which have 230 
branches between them- It is 
also seeking a buyer for Millets, 
the modestly profitable out- 
door leisurewear retailer, which 
has 170 outlets. 

Signet, the re-named Rainers 
business, is selling all its British 
stores to concentrate on its 
American business. Both the H 
Samuel business, which has 440 
shops, and the more upmarket 
Emest Jones chain, which has 
170 branches, are being sold to 
reduce the company’s debt 
mountain. 

Mr Ratner is believed to be 
keen to buy back H Samuel 
though it is not clear if he 
could raise the finances. He is 
likely to face stiff competition 
from Goldsmiths, the small but 
growing jewellers, which has al- 
ready offered £25 Om for both 
chains but is principally inter- 
ested in Ernest Jones. Argos 
and possibly Liulewoods could 
be interested in H Samuel. 

Signet needs to sell the busi- 
nesses to reduce its £300m 
debts and realise some value for 
impatient shareholders. U has 
been prompted to sell after an 
improvement in the group's 
trading, which could force the 
asking price higher. 

Commenting on Mr Ratner’s 
interest. Signet’s chairman, Jim 
MfcAdam. said: “ If it is a seri- 
ous offer, well look at it” • 

Sears, which has already sold 
the Freeman Hardy Willis shoe 
shops and Olympus Sports, has 
been trying to prune its dis- 
parate empire to concentrate on 
fewer brands. Stephen Hinch- 
liffe, whose fast-expanding 


Facia group bought Freeman 
Hardv Willis, is believed to be 
looking at the shoe shops^ 
though the company says it has 
been approached tty other hov- 
ers. The stores are thought in 
have ncgligibfe value in spile of 
being well known brand names. 

Sears is making a pnmskm of 
£30m to cover the costof sale 
or closure and says the decision 
will save £Sm a year. The com- 
pany hopes to convert some of 
the stores to branches of Shoe- 
Express and Shoe City winch 
arc performing welt 

The City reacted fwsilwdsio 
the news, though critirised'tbe 
group for moving loo slowly. 
John Richards, retail analysts at 
Nat West Securities said: “A 
more focused approach- is de- 
veloping at Sears but ike. buu, 
bteishisaslowdriprather&an 
a wholesale clear out. It's a tat 
like Chinese torture.*' He has 



Gerald Ratner: seeking a 
return to the jewefletyteade 

cut his full year profit forecast 
from £U5m to £103ra- — . . . ’ 
The company is also contrac 
ting out its IT and accounting 
functions lo the accountants" 
Arthur Andersen. The transfer 
of the rr-ftinctipns wfil^fica 
around 900 employees. - 
Commenting on the trading 
difficulties. Sears chairman Sr 
Bob Reid said: “The retail en- 
vironment has been uicresing- 
ly difficult with fow consumer 
demand and heavy competition 
We believe that the focusing oi 
the group on a smaller number 
of large brands, together witli 
this re-structuring of our oper- 
ations, will progressively in- , 
crease our efficiency and the 
long term profitability of the 
group.” 


Bank answers critics over Barings 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

pie Bank of England has 
joined forces with securities 
regulators in the City and New 
York to strengthen its supervi- 
sion of investment banks in re- 
sponse to criticisms following 
the collapse of Barings- 
The Bank has begun joint vis- 
its of leading Investment banks 
in London with the Securities 
and Futures Authority, the City 
watchdog. It has also begun 
working with the US Securities 
and Exchange Commission and 


the New York Stock Exchange 
on similar visits on Wall Street. 

The Bank was harshly criti- 
cised last summer by the Board 
of Banking Supervision follow- 
ing its inquiry into Barings, 
and was asked to make a series 
of improvements in its super- 
visory activities. In particular, 
the criticisms pointed out weak- 
nesses in co-operation between 
the various supervisory and 
reguiatoiy bodies in the secu- 
rities industry. 

The Bank of England yes- 
terday issued its report to the 
board on the progress it has 


made on the 17 recommenda- 
tions for improvements. 

In addition to the internal 
improvements. Arthur Ander- 
sen, the consultants, have been 
brought in to look over the 
Bank's supervisory process. 
They are due to end their review 
in late April or May. and will 
make recommendations for a 
comprehensive “quality assur- 
ance function". 

The Bank said it bad estab- 
lished wavs of improving the ex- 
change of information with the 
SFA and has already worked 
with it on several “live" cases. 


In the pasL the Bank and the 
SFA would liaise before and af- 
ter one or otheT had carried out 
inspection visits on investment 
banks. The Bank is to revise its 
memorandum of understanding 
with the SFA to take account of 
this increased collaboration, as. 
it will with Liffe, the interna- 
tional futures exchange, the 
Londoo Metal Exchange and 
the London Gearing House. 

The Bank is to develop a per- 
manent framework for the ex- 
change of information with the 
US regulatory bodies. 

The Bank has also addressed 


the c ritic i s m that it bad an in-, 
sufficient idea of what was go- 
ing on in parts of the Barings 
group, in this case Barings Fu- 
tures Singapore, by establishing 
a framework for definmg “sig- 
nificant risk” in a group. This 
encompasses operations outside 
the core bank, which the Bank 
of England focused on in the 
past. This means any geo- 
graphical or product-based op- 
eration that involves more than 
5 per cent of the group's regu- 
latory capital or generates more 
than 5 per cent of group 
revenues. 


Buoyant Lonrho to demerge mining interests 



Nemesis: Dieter Bock finds 
breaking up is easy to do 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Lonrho took another giant step 
away from former chief execu- 
tive Tiny Rowland yesterday 
whenhis successor and neme- 
sis, Dieter Bock, confirmed the 
planned demerger of the con- 
glomerate's mining operations. 

Hiving off Lonrho's biggest 
profit-earner into a separately 
quoted company paves the way 
for a further break-up of the 
gold, plantations ana hotels 
group as Mr Bock strives to 
realise Lhe value of a group 
whose shares continue to trade 


well below analysts' expectations 
of its net asset value. 

The announcement accom- 
panied another strong set of 
trading figures as the three-year 
recovery at Lonrho continued. 
The company reported a 40 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits from 
£10Sm to £151m as higher 
metal prices and risin g hotel oc- 
cupancy rates brightened the 
trading outlook. 

Mr Rowland had always re- 
sisted calls to dismantle the far- 
flung empire of more than 600 
trading companies in four con- 
tinents he had built up over 
decades. The move was wel- 


comed by the City yesterday, 
however, with Lonrho’s shares 
closing 5-5p higher at 192.5p, 
three limes the level at which 
they troughed in 1993. 

Mr Bock said: “1 remain con- 
fident that there is significant 
further potential in our busi- 
nesses. However, it is clear that 
the existing structure makes it 
difficult to ensure that the un- 
derlying value of the group’s as- 
sets is properly reflected in the 
share price." 

Attention focuses on what 
other steps might be in the 
pipeline. The company yester- 
day poured cold water on the 


widely touted disposal of the 
Dutton Forshaw motor dealer- 
ships, saying it was definitely not 
for sale. The future of" the 
hotels division, which includes 
the Princess and Metropole 
chains, is less certain, with a sep- 
arate flotation a possibility. 

Analysts said the plan 
showed Mr Bock, who took over 
the helm early last year after the 
ousting of Lonrho's controver- 
sial former chief executive, was 
serious in making Lonrho's 
structure more transparent. 

A first step in that direction 
was taken last summer when 
Lonrho agreed to merge its plat- 


inum interests with those of 
Gencor of South Africa to cre- 
ate the world's biggest platinum 
producer. The mining demerger 
would leave Lonrho's share- 
holders with two shares - one 
in the new’ mining group and 
one in Lonrho. 

The mining business con- 
tributed £103m to total oper- 
ating profits before central costs 
of £23 3m. Last year's contri- 
bution was £90m. Other African 
interests chipped in profits of 
£3Sm. sugar £39m and hotels 
£44m. The full-year dividend 
rose 10.5 per cent to 5_25p. 

Comment, page 17 
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Siemens engine 
link with Rover , 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Siemens, the German industri- 
al giant, is to work closely with 
Rover Group on a new engine 
project in a move that appears 
to confirm that the car compa- 
ny will build a new £300m plant 
in the UK. 

Jurgen Gehrels, Siemens' 
chief executive, said yesterday 
that his company was close to 
investing in a UK component 
facility to supply a nerw-ge Her- 
at ion K- senes engine being 
built by Rover. 

The car company, owned by 
Germany's BMW, maintained 
yesterday that no decision on 
whether to build the engine 
plant had been made. It was 
thought that Rover had also . 
been looking at potential sites 
in Germany and Austria, but Is 
now almost certain to build 
the plant in Birmingham. Rover 
is hoping to negotiate a gov- 
ernment grant package. 

Siemens would supply elec- 
tronic control units and other, 
components for the new engine. 
The company already supplies 
fuel systems to Rover, and has 
worked for BMW for many years. 

Mr Gehrels sakl; “Rover have 
interesting plans and we want to 
be part oflhem. We will decide 
this year where to build our 
plant. Rover have already said 
thaL they want to work with us.” 


The petrol engine would be 
used in a new generation of 
Rover and BMW cars being de- 
veloped for launch in the next 
century. One option bang con- 
sidered is for Rover to shift its 
diesel engine production to 
BMW in Germany to create 
more capacity in Birmingham 
for the K-series. 

The engines wfl] power the 
successors to Royer’s 600 and 
800 models, as well as Land 
Rover's four-wheel-drive vehi- 
cles and BMW’s 5-series. 

Siemens also said yesterday 
that it expected to make ac- 
quisitions in the British tele- 
communications sector to boost 
its market position in the UK . 

Mr Gehrels said: “The mar- 
ket for information systems in 
the UK is worth more than 
£10bn a year. Clearly our posi- 
tion is rather weak and there- 
fore 1 think further acquisitions 
will be necessary to strengthen 
our position significantly.'* 

Siemens expected the UK 
market to continue growing at 
a rate of around 6 per cent in 
1996, “As in previous years we • 
mean to grow faster than this," £ 
Mr Gehrels said. 

Last autumn Siemens bought 
a 75 per cent stake in Mercniy 
Communications’ private voice- 
commumcations unit. It also ex- 
panded its participation in the 
rail maintenance market 
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‘Germany's 
neighbours will be 
forgiven a smirk at the 
news that the self- 
styled paragon of 
fiscal austerity is now 
in detention. But 
writing out 100 times 
that Germany, too, 
must do better won't 
solve the mismatch 
between rhetoric and 
reality over EMU' 


Europe’s taskmaster fails his unruly troops 


Ochadenfreudc is the only word for it. Glt- 
vjmany. stem taskmaster for the fiscally un- 
til ly European troops, has itself failed the 
test. Shock, horror, its budget deficit in 1995 
was 3.6 per cent of gross domestic product, 
well ahoee the threshold of 3 per cent set by 
tile Maastricht Treaty as a condition for en- 
try into monetaty union. 

After all those finger-wagging lectures 
uura Thco Waigcl. Germany's neighbours 
will be forgiven a smirk of pleasure at the 
news that the self-styled paragon of fiscal 
austerity is now in detention. But writing out 
a hundred times that Germany, too, must do 
better won't solve the mismatch between 
rhetoric and reality over EMU. 

Germany's Failure to comply with the 
EMU deficit objective in 1995 reflected a 
combination of lower tax revenue than 
expected - something that has also hit the UK 
7 and lower growth. Both are likely to worsen 
in 19%. with mandated tax cuts reducing rev- 
enue and growth likely to be still lower than 
the 1.9 per cent chalked up in 1995. 

The race to meet the Maastricht conver- 
gence criteria is proving self-defeating. The 
squeeze on budget deficits is pushing down 
growth, which in turn is halting progress on 
the fiscal front. The only way out is further 
relaxation of monetary policy. But with the 
German mark and linked currencies still sub- 
stantially over-valued against the dollar, even 
a further rate cut of 0.5 per cent by the Ger- 
man Bundesbank seems unlikely to be ' 
enough. 


Like Thco W.iigd's warning last autumn 
about Italian inability to make the Maas- 
tricht grade, the remarks of the Bundesbank 
Council member, Guniram Paint, about 
the possibility of delay to EMU are no more 
than the painful I ruth. 

The response from the European Coni- 
1 mission to calls for delay is always to point 
to the mandatory start date of 1 January 
1999 for those member states which the 
council deems to qualify. But the very 
clause designed to bring this about as an 
alternative to the earlier option of 1997 pro- 
vides a potential escape clause once the 
political will is there to exploit it. The txlUs 
on postponement are rising all the time. 
Expect a concerted effort to puff up EMU 
in the weeks ahead - but count your spoons. 

Success not guaranteed 
for the Woolwich 

I t is only possible to be coy about an open 
secret for so long; the Woolwich has 
clearly stretched that principle to the limit, 
continuing to play down reports of imminent 
dc-muiualisau'on as premature right up to 
yesterday’s final confirmation. But no doubt 
everyone is agreed and the only real reason 
for waiting until the New Year to announce 
the conversion lo pic status was the pre- 
sentational importance of having it done by 
(he new chief executive. Peter Robinson, who 
wiJI lead the society through notation. 


lhe decision is a significant one. but 
hardly these days a radical one. For the big 
societies, the question has become more one 
of whether there is a case for remaining 
mutual than the other way round. Already 
50 per cent of the assets of the building .soci- 
ety movement either have been or arc in the 
process of being transferred to the banking 
sector. Some XJ5hn worth of building soci- 
ety flotations takes place next year alone. 
Nationwide, which appears determined to 
stick it out as a big mutual for the time being 
at (cast, looks like being the exception. The 
Alliance and Leicester's conversion 
announcement is just weeks away, leaving 
just 3(1 per cent of total mortgage assets held 
mutually. 

There are two main slrands to the Wool- 
wich’s thinking. The first is (hat the pace of 
change in financial services requires a flex- 
ability that mutual status cannot deliver, par- 
ticularly in capital raising and deal-making. 
The second is that the mutual ideal has in 
any case come under strain as a result of the 
society's diversification into insurance and 
unit trusts. 

Taking the pic plunge looks is nut of itself 
any guarantee of success, however. As 
Britain's fifth largest mortgage lender, the 
Woolwich has a strong core business and a 
good brand name. But this does not alter ihe 
Tact that, capitalised at around £2_5hn to £3bn. 
it will look small in retail banking terms, pos- 
sibly too small to remain viable in a fast 
changing and increasingly competitive world. 


If the Woolwich manages to gel to flota- 
tion without being gobbled up. it will need 
to use the five-vear takeover-protection 
period under building society law to make 
some smartish acquisitions of its own. It 
might even feel the need for a pre-emptive 
strike as it prepares for flotation. A life 
mutual must be on the cards, but it will prob- 
ably' take another biggish building society 
like Britannia or Northern Rock to demon- 
strate that it really means business. 

Lonrho transformation 
is only half complete 

L onrho is looking more and more the “nor- 
mal company” that Dieter Bock set as 
his goal when he quietly but ruthlessly 
ousted Tiny Rowland last "year. Such is the 
momentum he has created, in fact, that no 
sooner had the announcement been made 
that the mining operations w ere to be hived 
off into a separately quoted company than 
the market was looking ahead to the next 
stage in the corapany's'renaissance. 

The company is. however, wisely refusing 
to commit itself to any further deals, be they 
the widely mooted hotels flotation, a disposal 
of the Dolton Forshaw car dealerships or 
something else the market hasn't even 
guessed at yet. With profits on a strong 
upward tack for at least another year, there 
is plainly no huny and shareholders will be 
grateful that the company ignored calls. 18 


months ago, to pull out of hotels, now begin- 
ning to really motor. 

Even so, Mr Bock clearly needs to do 
more to satisfy the market's anti>conglom- 
erate. pro-focus, mood. Most of what he has 
done runs in that direction, but there is 
plainly still a long way to go. The rump of 
Lonrho after the mining operations are 
floated off remains a disparate collection of 
businesses ranging from car distribution to 
bus assembly, textile manufacturing to retail- 
ing, construction, printing, brewing, insur- 
ance broking and ofl pipelines. 

Thai is one obstacle to be overcome. 
Another potential fly in the ointment is the 
risk that clumping all the mining assets into 
one separately traded entity will merely see 
Lonrho’s shareholders exchange a dis- 
count based on distrust, for one that 
reflects the new company's status as a quasi- 
investment trust. Mr Bock claims that 
Lonrbo’s dominant shareholdings in its 
mining investments and the company’s 
management control make Ibai unlikely, 
but only time will tell. 

While the moves so far will have gone a 
long way to persuading the market that a 
share price of under l92p is a poor measure 
of underlying assets of maybe 240p, and 
while the political outlook in Africa is a lot 
more stable than even a few years ago, 
investors are right to be cautious. Until it is 


possible to say" in a sentence or two what 
Lonrho does, the transformation will remain 
half complete. 


Germany ‘may fail EMU budget test’ I 
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DIANE COYLE 
and IMRE KARACS 
Bonn 

The future of Europe's single 
currency was thrown into doubt 
yesterday by figures showing 
that Germany might not meet 
the deadline for taking part. 

The perilously feeble state of 
the German economy meant the 
gap between government pend- 
ing and revenues last year was 
well above the target set in the 
Maastricht treaty. As Europe's 
self-appointed financial ponce- 
man. failing one of the tests for 
the single currency is deeply em- 
barrassing to Germany. 

The budget deficit amount- 
ed to DM123.6bn or 3.6 per cent 
of GDP last year. It will be dif- 
ficult to bring it below the 3 per 
cent Maastricht target by the 
1997 deadline without a dra- 
matic change in policies, econ- 
omists said, if the onset of 
recession meant Germany faced 
a struggle, then so would oth- 
er countries, especially France. 

Guntram Palm, a member of 
the Bundesbank Council, said 
it might be sensible to postpone 
Lhe start of European Monetary 


Union if too few countries met 
the Maastricht criteria in 1997. 
However, he said it would be 
counterproductive for Germany 
to call for a postponement be- 
cause this could cause the 
mark to climb further, hitting 
growth and job prospects. 

“This will be a make or break 
year for EMU. If there are no 
signs of Hie in the economy with- 
in the next month or two, the 
politicians can say goodbye to 
monetary union," said Thomas 


Meyer, an economist at Gold- 
man Sachs in Frankftirt. 

Europe's biggest economy is 
perilously close to recession, 
according to yesterday’s fig- 
ures. The economy grew 1.9 per 
cent in 1995, rather than the 2.9 
per cent predicted by the gov- 
ernment, according to yester- 
day’s preliminary full-year 
estimate. GDP did not increase 
at all in the fourth quarter and 
might have declined. 

A recession in Germany 


would spill over to other Eu- 
ropean countries, including 
Bntain. The slowdown in 
Britain’s biggest overseas mar- 
ket has already caused a setback 
to British exports, according to 
figures released on Wednesday. 

Gunter Rexrodi, the Eco- 
nomics Minister, warned that 
(he economy would have to 
revive for Germany to achieve 
the Maastricht criteria and par- 
ticipate in EMU. Faster growth 
was imperative. 


Stephen King, an economist 
at brokers James Cape], said 
weak growth would make meet- 
ing the target ihis year very dif- 
ficult. “Countries across Europe 
are trying to satisfy the Maas- 
tricht targets, at a time when the 
economic growth that would al- 
low it is just not there,” he said. 

In view of the fresh data, the 
government has been forced to 
revise its projections for the cur- 
rent year downwards, to just 
under 2 per cenL The gloomy 


Faltering output raises hopes of a rate cut 


Manufacturing output was dis- 
appointingly weak in November, 
reigniting hopes that base rates 
will fall again, maybe as early as 
next week when Kenneth 
Clarke and Eddie George hold 
their first monetary meeting of 
the year, writes Paul Wallace. 

The stagnation in output oc- 
curred as industry grappled 
with bloated inventories and 
slack demand in key markets at 
home and abroad. With both 
factors likely to remain in place 
for the next few months, the Gty 


is expecting interest rates to be 
lowered again. 

'‘There is a good chance that 
rales may come down as early 
as next week,” said Ian Shep- 
herdson, UK economist at 
HSBC Markets. He pointed 
out that there was no reason 
why rates should not be cut two 
months in succession, particu- 
larly after a reduction of only a 
quarter point in December. 
With the Government’s ability 
to run its full terra of office now 
seriously endangered, the 


Chancellor would be looking for 
a quick cut in rates. 

However, most analysts are 
expecting a decision to be post- 
poned next week. 

The latest picture of manu- 
facturing production was down- 
beat compared with a year 
earlier. In the three months end- 
ing November, output rose at an 
annual rate of under 1 per 
cent, compared with the near 
6 per cent increase chalked up 
a year before. According to of- 
ficial statisticians, the trend 


rate of growth is now just half 
a per cenL 

Indeed output fell in the 
three months ending November 
compared with the previous 
three mouths, the first such de- 
cline for over two years. 

The return to normal weath- 
er conditions in November 
brought a sharp rise in gas ex- 
traction and supply, which 
helped to bring about a recov- 
ery in the broader industrial 
production index, up by 0.5 
per cent on October. 


outlook spells trouble on the job 
front, with unemployment 
nudging 4 million. 

When that threshold is 
crossed, some time within the 
□ext two months, the conserv- 
ative government will find it 
hard to dispel the impression 
that after 13 years in power it 
has run out of steam. 

Unemployment will continue 
to rise because of the effects of 
high German wages, heavy lax 
burdens and a strong currency. 

The figures triggered a row 
within the German govern- 
ment, with the main coalition 
party attacking its junior part- 
ner's assessment that the econ- 
omy had entered recession. 

Mr Rexrodt, a Free Democ- 
rat, talked on Wednesday of 
“negative growth" in the last 
quarter of 1995. By yesterday 
the situation had recovered 
somewhat, at least according to 
Rainer Haungs, a leading Chris- 
tian Democrat who said that the 
economics minister had been 
too pessimistic. 

The Free Democrats, whose 
47 MPs sustain the govern- 
ment’s 10-seat majority, have 
demanded big tax cuts. 


BP wields $lbn axe on 
refinery operations 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

BP is to sell or dose three big 
refineries in Europe and the US, 
affecting up to 1,425 staff. The 
rationalisation, which will result 
in a one-off charge of SI .lbn in 
the fourth quarter, is the first 
important move by John 
Browne, chief executive, since 
he took up the post Iasi yem. 

Mr Browne said: "We believe 
that the refining business has 
undergone a fundamental 
change in the last few years and 
that only the most effident 
companies can expect to make 
a decent return cm the business." 

He said BF bad no plans to 
pdl out of refining but would re- 
tain only those plants that were 
among the top 25 per cent most 
effident in a given region. 

The changes, which Mr 
Browne said would not affect 
the dividend, were hugely wel- 
comed in the City. The three 
plants earmarked for disposal 
have been loss-making for some 
time although BP said that the 
refining business as a whole was 
at break-even in 1995. Some an- 


alysts estimate that the move 
wiU save up to £100m a year. 

One analyst added: “This is 
a very strong signal that BP will 
not tolerate underperforming 
assets, and that for an oO com- 
pany is fairly revolutionary. Mr 
Browne does not see refineries, 
he sees dollar bills." 

BP’S shares fell by 13.5p to 
520i5p but there was a view that 
this could be caused by worries 
over the oil price and general 
gloomy sentiment on the sector. 



John Browne: Blamed the 
growth of new capacity 


Mr Browne said that the 
decision was taken against a 
background of overcapadty in 
the industry and a record 
squeeze on refining margins. He 
blamed the situation portly on 
mushrooming investment in 
new capacity since the Gulf 
Wfcr and the ‘'incessant creep of 
capacity brought on by tech- 
nology improvements" at exist- 
ing refineries. 

The disposals include the clo- 
sure of the Pernis unit at Rot- 
terdam, a joint venture with 
Ihxaco which employs around 
350 people and m which BP 
holds a 65 per cent stake. 

Plants to be sold or dosed are 
Tima, Ohio, which employs 455, 
and Lavera in the South of 
France, which has a staff of 620. 
The move leaves BP with 11 prin- 
cipal refineries world-wide and 
cuts its capacity from two million 
to 1.4 million barrels per day - 
compared with the 1.8 million 
needed by the marketing arm. 

But Mr Browne said: “The 
products are relatively freely 
available and there are a lot of 
people out there who are sim- 
ply m the business of refining.” 



Deep draught from Taunton: Peter Aikerts, chief executive of Matthew Clark, said he expected 
most of the expected film cost savings from December’s takeover of Taunton Cider to 
be complete by April. The company has axed 190 .jobs and closed the head office at the 
cider maker, but it made no contribution to half-year profits more than doubled to £15.4m. 

Investment column, page IS Photograph: Dillon Bryden 


Season’s trading: Survey shows strong festive sales, but retailers’ figures reveal a polarisation in the high street 


Mixed fortunes on high streets 


NIGEL COPE 

The polarisation of the high 
street was illustrated further yes- 
terday when a number of 
Britain’s leading retailers de- 
livered sharply contrasting ver- 
dicts on Christinas trading. 

Boots, Carpetright and 
Signet, the jewellery # group, 
reported healthy sales increas- 
es. But Storehouse (BhS and 
Mblhercart) and Sears (5eu- 
ridges and Freemans) reported 
disappointing sales. 

Tbefieures follow the pattern 
established yesterday when 
Next and Dixons unveiled 
bumper sales increases whfie 
House of Fraser, the depart- 
ment store group issued a pflM- 
ils warning blanung tn 
mark-down of excess slock. 

John Richards, retail analyst 

at NatWest Securities said: it 


is very dear that consumers 
have a vexy good idea of the re- 
tailers which can be relied on to 
deliver quality and value and 
those that cannot” 

Sears delivered a downbeat 
trading statement saying group 
sales were down 2 per-cent on 
a like-for-like basis in the six 
months to Janauiy. 

Comparative sales in the 
shoe shops, which include Dol- 
cis, Shoe Express, and the un- 
der-performing Saxone and 
Curt ess, were down 1 1 per cent. 
Selfridges reported sales np 
1 25 per cent while Adams, the 
chilcfrenswear chain, also did 
well. Ladieswear performed 

P< Shares in Storehouse fell 
20fip to 300.5p when it sur- 
prised the market with flat like- 
for-fike sales in these: weeks up 
to and including Christmas Eve. 


At BhS, sales of womenswear 
and homeware did well but 
chfldrenswear performed 
poorly. Mothertare suffered in 
what the company claimed was 
a difficult market 

The best performance of the 
day came from Carpetright, Sir 
Phil Harris’ fast expanding car- 
pet chain. Like-fbr-like sales in 
the six months to October were 
10 per cent ahead of last year’s, 
level’s. Sales have also exceed- 
ed forecasts over Christmas 
and New Year. 

Boots was also positive with 
sales in the third quarter to 
December up 5.4 per cent on 
last year. 

Boots the Chemists, which is 
traditionally the group's best 
performer, led the way with a 
Hke-for-like sates increase of 5.1 
per cent. Other divisions strug- 
gled. like-for-Kke sales were fiat 


at Halfords, down 6.4 per cent 
at Do it All and down S.S per 
cent at AG Stanley, the Fads 
and Homestyie division. 

Consumers seem to have 
warmed to jewellery this Christ- 
mas, according to a bullish re- 
port from Signet 

Uke-for-like sales for the 
eight weeks before Christmas 
were 6 percent up on last year, 
a much better performance 
than expected. 

Ernest Jones, the more up- 
market chain did well but H 
Samuel struggled and saw sales 
fall by 3 per cent. Sterling, the 
American business has also 
done well reporting a 10 per 
cent increase in pre-Christmas 
trading. 

Analysis have now upgraded 
their profits forecast for the frill 
year from around £15m to 
£20m. 


Retailers had a good 
Christmas, CBI says 


Further evidence that shops 
enjoyed a strong Christinas 
emerged from a survey by the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry which showed that retail 
trade was above the seasonal av- 
erage for the first time since 
1993, writes Paul Wallace. 

According to the CBI dis- 
tributive trades survey, the 
annual growth in the volume of 
retail sales in December was the 
strongest for two years. Retail- 
ers said they expected a similar 
punchy performance in January. 

The highest volume increases 
compared with a year earlier 
were reported by footwear and 
clothing outlets followed by 
chemists and grocers. 

However, specialist food 
shops and furniture and carpet 
retailers said that sales had 


fallen in comparison with last 
year. 

Injecting a note of caution . 
Alastair Eperon, chairman of 
the CHI's distributive trades sur- 
vey panel, warned: “Last 
month's strong trading perfor- 
mance may have been partly 
achieved through an earlier 
start to sales activity reflecting 
intense competition among re- 
tailers. This may have encour- 
aged consumers lo bunt for 
bargains a month earlier than 
usual.” 

An indication of the pressure 
on retailers was that stock levels 
built up in December and re- 
mained higher than necessary 
in relation to expected demand. 
Retailers also said they were 
planning to run down stocks in 
a big way In January. 


Beazer dispute 


DAVID HELL1ER 

Trafalgar House, the troubled 
and highly indebted engineer- 
ing-to-shipping conglomerate, 
last night became embroiled in 
a war of words with Beazer 
Homes, the construction group, 
aver plans to sell Trafalgar's 
housebuilding subsidiary to a 
third party. 

Eady in the day Trafalgar said 
it was in talks with Persimmon, 
the residential group, over plans 
to sell its Ideal Homes house- 
building subsidiary. 

Later Beazer said it was sur- 
prised by the announcement, 
since it had made its own in- 
quiries about the subsidiary 
and been (old that it was not for 
sale. 

Beazer said it was prepared 
to pay a premium in excess of 
net asset value, that (he payment 
would be made in cash and that 
the company was in a position 
to move quickly. 

Trafalgar responded by say- 
ing it had taken into account of- 
fers and expressions of interest 
from a number of parties, in- 
cluding Beazer. but that it had 
granted a period of exclusivity 
to Persimmon. 

The hoped-for sale to Per- 
simmon, said to be at a price of 
£1 56m plus debt, forms part of 
Trafalgar House’s objective to 
cut group borrowings. Net debt 
in the group at December was 
around £270zn and is due to 
peak at around £370m during 
the first half of the new finan- 
cial year. 

Trafalgar House followers 
perceived the development pos- 


itively, although some pointed 
out the adverse consequences 
of losing a useful stream of UK 
profits, which could be set 
against previous UK losses. 

The deal, which will be part- 
ly funded by a Persimmon rights 
issue and additional banking fa- 
cilities, is expected to be pul be- 
fore Persimmon shareholders by 
the end of January or in early 
February. It would make Per- 
simmon one of the largest 
housebuilders in the UK build- 
ing 6,500 units a year. The deal 
is said to be eamings-enhanc- 
ing from year one. 

A Trafalgar spokesman said 
that to date there had been no 
progress on the US withdraw- 
al He also declined to comment 
on the possibility of other asset 
sales to cut group borrowings. 

Trafalgar said it hoped to ob- 
tain a “fair price'" for the Ideal 
Homes operations, which 
achieved operating profits of 
£19m on sales of £309m in 
1994/5. 

The Ideal Homes subsidiary 
completed 2,644 homes in the 
. year to end-September 1995 at 
an average selling price of 
£66,120. It has 100 active sites 
in England and Wales and the 
land bank at end-September 
stood at 6,645 plots. 

“The benefits of Lhe acquisi- 
tion will come through im- 
proved synergies, economies 
of scale and better margins,” a 
Persimmon spokesman said. 

Persimmon shares were trad- 
ing lOp lower at 199p yesterday, 
while Trafalgar shares were up 
l.75p at 30p. 
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Barney’s files for bankruptcy protection 

NEW YORK - Barney’s, the famed fashion store that in recent 
years has become the virtual definition of Manhattan chic and a 
monument to big-dollar opulence and soda! pretension, bas filed 
for bankruptcy protection, it emerged ye^erday, writes David U s- 
boroe. Founded 73 years ago by Barney Pressman as a cut-rate 
men’s clothing shop, the company, still privately held, has filed 
a Chapter 1 1 petition in the New York bankruptcy court, the vic- 
tim, apparently, of a too-rapid expansion programme and cash- 
flow problems. Barney’s is believed to have stumbled, in 
particular, at its huge and lavishly appointed mid town store on 
Madison Avenue. Opened to great fanfare in 1993, it has none 
the less become the fashion stop of choice for New York’s rich 
and famous. Whm to see a Hollywood star? Try Barney's on Sat- 
urday. However, trade reports in recent weeks have been point- 
ing to late payments by Barney's of bills from its suppliers- The 
company is also believed to owe some $600m to Iseian Co, a Japan- 
ese retailing company with which it entered a partnership in 1989 
to open two outlets in Japan. Barney’s troubles come in the wake 
of a (feast emus Christmas for American retailers, with many chains 
reporting minuscule growth in sales over the 1994/5 season. 

Labour calls for delay in gas competition 

The Labour Party called for a delay in the introduction of com- 
petition in the domestic gas market - due to start in the South- 
west on 1 April - warning that it could be u an expensive shambles". 
Concern over the first phase has mounted since it emerged ear- 
lier this week that Ofgas, the watchdog, has appointed consul- 
tant Chris Rees of Toucbe Ross to see if it should be postponed. 
British Gas has also warned that computer and billing systems 
may not be ready on time and that chaos could ensue. But the 
Gas Consumers Council accused the company of making “con- 
tradictory and alarmist” statements and said it would resist any 
initiative by the company to delay competition. 

MPs to investigate Lawrence’s sacking 

The influential Treasury and Civil Service Select Committee is 
to investigate the circumstances of the firing of Michael Lawrence 
as chief executive of the Stock Exchange and the controversy sur- 
rounding proposals for reforming share-dealing in the City. The 
committee is to write to the Exchange, the Bank of England and 
the Treasury for written evidence. 

Goodbye to Goodison 

Two more old London stockbroking names will disappear short- 
ly when Quilter Goodison, which dates back to 1777 and is now 
wholly owned by Commercial Union, and Foster & Rrahhwaiie, 
established m 1825 and now part of Credit Commerciale de France, 
merge to form Outlier & Co. 
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An unusual love affair at Clark 


Peter .likens, chief executive of 
Matthew Oark, has done well fav the 
shareholders who have backed* him 
since his anival at the drinks group in 
1990. In the iniervening period, the 
shares have outperformed the rest of 
the market by more than 50 per cent, 
even after yesterday's 2p slippage to 
691p. 

The stock market's love affair with 
Clark is unusual, as much of the 
growth has been fuelled by acquisition 
- an approach that has generally been 
frowned on after the excesses of the 
1980s. Despite that, the strategy has 
been pushed into overdrive recently. 
Yesterday’s interim figures showing 
pre-tax profits more than doubled 
from £7.L9m to £15.4m in the six 
months to October reflected the 
£109m acquisition of the cider-maker 
Gaymer in 1994. 

The first full contribution from 
Gaymer, which doubled the size of 
Clark's branded drinks side, makes the 
figures hard enough to interpret but 
they have already been rendered ob- 
solete by November's £271 m acquisi- 
tion of Taunton Cider, which doubled 
the size of the whole group. 

The company says it is impossible to 
strip out the underlying performance 
of the acquired businesses. However, 
progress seems to be running ahead of 
plan. Savings already achieved at 
Gaymer. amounting to £10m. are al- 
ready £lm ahead of expectations. 
\Vith"some of the early benefits drop- 
ping through to the bottom line in the 
first half, the first contribution from its 
Olde English to Babycham brands 
pushed Clark's branded drinks prof- 
its from £5_lm to £14.1m in the period. 
Meanwhile, most of the £1 1m savings 
forecast from Taunton arc expected to 
be in the bag by April. 

But with close to half its sales now 
coming from cider, Clark may have to 
relinquish those gains to stay ahead in 
what has been a fiercely competitive 
market. The main threat has been in 
the rapidly growing valuc-for-money 
and own-label market, which repre- 
sents 40 per cent of Clark s production, 
where the supermarkets' buying power 
has squeezed margins. 

Since last November's Budget, it has 
also faced the need to absorb die Chan- 
cellor's new strong cider duly on its Di- 
amond White premium brand 
acquired with Taunton. 

With something of a pause in ac- 
quisitions promised, Clark’s strong 
cash flow should ensure that gearing 
falls from its current 50 per cent to be- 


low 20 per cent by the end of next year. 
Meanwhile profits of £46m this year 
would put the shares on a prospective 
multiple of 15. Fair value, while the re- 
sults of the recent heady growth 
emerge. 

Promises kept 

at Carpetright 

Sceptics who auestioned the chunky 22 
times multiple at which Sir Philip 
Harris's Carpetright floated in 1993 
have been forced to eat their words. Sir 
Philip, creator of the Harris 
Queensway stores business, has been 
as good as his word. He promised to 
capture 15 per cent of the UK carpel 
retailing market in four years, a target 
he has nearly met in two-and-a-half af- 
ter taking it to 14 per cent in the past 
six months. He has also more than de- 
livered on his promise to have 200 
stores open by this year and move up- 
market The current total is 221 stores 
and Sir Phil has unveiled Premier 
Carpets, an in-store concession that ap- 
peals to the buyer of fitted carpets ready 
to spend a bit more. 


the worst market 
for household goods since the Second 
World Wit, the results have come 
through strongly. Pre-tax profits in the 
half-year to October, up 26 per cent to 
flO.lm, are well over three times 
what Carpetright made in the whole of 
1991/2. With net cash of £24.1m, the 
company has had no difficulty lifting 
the interim dividend 41 per cent to 55p. 

Sir Philip's skill at the bottom end 
of the market is vividly illustrated by 
these figures. A 15 per cent fall in the 
market, exacerbated by the hot 
weather, was counteracted by a series 
of promotions, with the hit to gross 
margins a mere half a per cent. 

Whether he wQf be as successful with 
other formats remains to be seen, but 
Premier Carpets and the move into 
edge-of-town superstores under the 
Carpet Depot name have addressed 
concerns that Carpetright is running 
out of steam. Premier concessions 
should eventually spread to all MFI and 
Sainsbux/s Homenase outlets, giving 
scope for 120 eventually. Meanwhile, 
Carpet Depot takes the group much 
further into large credit sales, with a 
potential for 70 stores. 

With Carpetright now covering the 
market and plenty of share still to go 


Matthew Clark: at a glance 
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for, the future looks bright for Sir Phil, 
whose family owns 30 per cent of the 
shares. But even if the company produces 
profits of £26m this year, the snares up 
15p at 439p, are high enough on a 
prospective multiple of 20. 

Question marks 

at Persimmon 


Persimmon has been looking to boost its 
volumes for some time now and had a 
good look at Thrmac’s bousing business 
when it came on the market last year. The 
deal with Trafalgar House, therefore, 
comes as no surprise, even if it raises as 
many questions as it answers. 

At anestimated price of between £150m 
and £175m, the acquisition of Ideal Homes 
is a big deal for Persimmon, which has a 
market value of only about £230m itself. 
It will put the company into the number 
three slot, up there with Wimpey, Beazer 
and Barra tt, and satisfy the ambitions of 
its chairman, Duncan Davidson. 

The acquisition's advocates will point 
to the continuing consolidation of the in- 
dustry and trot out a batch of statistics that 
suggest the deal is pretty sensible. On bro- 
kers' initial estimates, earnings should be 
slightly enhanced in 1996 and at a plot- 
cost to selling-price ratio of about 22 per 
cent this is not a bad way of getting to 6p00 
units a year with a 2.7-year land bank. 

But some industry watchers worry that 
Mr Davidson is something of a volume 
junkie who will seize this opportunity to 
become the country’s biggest house- 
builder even if the price to be paid is high. 
He engineered a big push at the ead of 
1994 in the hope that the market would 
improve last year and then found Per- 
simmon's overhead base and the stagnant 
market at odds with each other. 

Although the consensus is that the hous- 
ing market is on the mend, the capacity 
of the industry to disappoint is significant 
Now might well be a good time to gear 
up to recovery but such a strategy is not 
without its reties. The other worry is that 
with a current yield of 6 per cent on Per- 
simmon's shares, a sizeable rights issue 
is an expensive way to pay. It is, howev- 
er, the only option - even with this mix 
of cash and shares Persimmon will end up 
with gearing of perhaps 50 per cent. 

On the basis of a pro forma profits fore- 
cast of £36m this year, the shares stand 
on a prospective price/eamings ratio of 
14.4, cheaper than the housebuilders as 
a whole but more expensive than Barren 
(13) and Berkeley (13.8). High enough. 


Simon Pincombe CITY DIARY 


Eyebrows rise at Pearson 

own goal 


as 



Raised eyebrows at Pearson, 
where Greg Dyke, chief exec- 
utive of Pearson Television, 
has let it be known that he is 
lairing time off to make pro- 
grammes for a rival company. 
The former London Weekend 
Television boss - who walked 
away with £8m when the sta- 
tion was taken over by 
Granada - is to further in- 

making another of his Fair - 

Play series with Yorkshire 

Television. 

The bearded media mogul, 
a fanatical footballer, made 
therizst series last year, using 
the time off before joining 
Pearson to make the pro-, 
grammes. News of the second 1 
series has nevertheless sur- 
prised, insiders, who point out 
that relations between York- 
shire and Pearson have not 
always been cordial (to say 
the least). Mr Dyke was Fear- 
son's man on the Yorkshire 
board, where tensions were 
said to be more than creative. 
Pearson eventually sold its 14 
per cent stake in Yorkshire 
last year. 

Pearson bods privately con- 
cede that Mr Dyke can do 
pretty much as be pleases. It 
is not as if you can threaten a 
man with Sim in the bank, 
observes one. 

Is there a victor in the dash 
of the Titans that has been 
taking place at HSBC? Roger 
Bootle, the high-profile head 
of the economists at HSBC 
Markets - formerly Midland 
Global Markets - has been 
appointed group chief econo- 
mist for HSBC Holdings. The 
question is: what will happen 



Signed up: Greg Dyke will make another series of Play Fair 


to Keith Skeoch, the equally 
emin ent chief economist at 
another HSBC subsidiary, 
brokers James Capei? 

The outlook for the two 
rival teams has been a matter 

of much speculation since 
HSBC took over Midland. 
The gradually diminishing 
differences in their forecasts 
has only served to highlight 
the obvious overlap between 
the two departments. 

HSBC plans to make a fur- 
ther announcement within 
the next fortnight. The smart 
money says that the whole 
shebang wfll merge. 

So farewell then Sir Nicholas 
Goodison. Not the man him- 
self, you understand, rather 
the family name, which will 
be erased from foe brass 
plates of foe Gty in March. 


In what some Bright regard as curious riming - foe company 
has just scrapped its profit-related pay scheme - Julie 
Ramsbaw, foe 32-year-old vice-president at Morgan Stanley, 
has joined Laura Ashley as group director of merchandising 
(not a board position). The retail analyst is in no doubt that 
it is the right move. knew I’d go back to retailing,’" she 
chirruped. “I Teel incredibly passionate abort it My heart be- 
longs to the industry.” 

Investors may recall that it was Ms Ramshaw who 
famously tipped Next shares at about 7p when foe company 
was on foe brink of collapse a few years ago. They have since 
soared to over 400p. 


The family firm Quilter 
Goodison (Est 1777) is 
merging with foe smaller 
Foster & Braithwaite (1825) 
to create a single firm of pri- 
vate client brokers. Sadly for 
foe former chairman of foe 
Stock Exchange, foe new 
outfit will be known simply 
as Quilter & Co. 

Facing stiff competition from^ 
upstart rivals in its “analogue” 
mobile phone market (the 
fourth-quarter figures were an 
absolute fright), Motorola has 
been pushing its state-of-the- 
art digital technology. Now 
foe communications giant is 
sponsoring the BT Global 
Challenge - the round-the- 
world yacht race - and will 
use the nautical marathon to 
strut hs stuff. Participating 
skippers will each be supplied 
with a Motorola “flare 
mobile” and a Motorola 
pager. 

Alas, small comfort for 
sailors in distress. The “flare" 
function on foe mobile appar- 
ently relates to its “vibrant 
style". The pager, on the 
other hand, vibrates silently 
to alert the skipper of an in- 
coming message. Just what 
you need in a Force 10 gale. 


GEAC acquires 
3.7% stake in MDIS 


DAVID HELUER 

Shares in McDonnell Informa- 
tion Systems, the computer sys- 
tems group, rose yesterday by 
Qp to o9p on news that GEAC 
Computer Corporation, a 
Canadian computer services 
group, had acquired a 3.7^ 
shareholding the company. 

GEAC several years ago ac- 
quired the Canadian business of 
McDonnell Douglas. MDlS's 
former owners. MDIS was 
bought from McDonnell Dou- 
glas by a management team. 

GEAC's decision to make a 
significant investment is the 
best bit of stock market news to 
happen to the beleaguered 
MDIS for some time. 

Last month the group 
announced that it would not be 
paying a final dividend for the 
year. MDIS also said its year- 
end figures would include ex- 
ceptional provisions of around 


£20m as a result of the closure 
of some non-core operations, 
the cost of about 170 redun- 
dancies and other write-offs. 

The board, with Ian Hay 
Davison as chairman, said it was 
confident that revenues in the 
core UK and US operations will 
continue to grow and that the 
refocusing strategy would lead 
to reduced costs. GEAC's share 
purchase is the first external en- 
dorsement of that confidence. 

MDIS finance director, 
Richard Barfield, said yesterday 
that GEAC had recently been 
involved in an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to buy MDIS’s loss-mak- 
ing library division. He said that 
there had no subsequent dis- 
cussions with GEAC since then. 

Shares in MDIS fell from 
their notation price less than 
two years ago of 260p to their 
current levels (and reached a 
low point of 29p) after a series 
of profit warnings. 
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ROGER TRAPP 

Cap Gemini Sogeti, foe com- 
puter services company that 
trades as Hoskyns in the UK. is 
to acquire Central Manage- 
ment Services from British Steel 
in a move that demonstrates 
British companies' growing en- 
thusiasm for outsourcing oper- 
ations they do not regard as core 
to their business. 

The deal involves Hoskyns 
taking over the assets and good- 
will of CMS, including its 
Rotherham headquarters and 
more than 300 staff, coupled 
with a series of contracts worth 
£125m over an initial five-year 
period under which the com- 
puter company will provide IT 


outsourcing and project services 
back to British Steel. 

Coming an foe same day as 
Andersen Consulting's 
£344.5m, 10-year deal to provide 
IT and finance services to the 
stores group Sears, it is evidence 
that the outsourcing trend is un- 
stoppable, said independent 
computer industry analyst 
Richard Holway. 

He is predicting this area of 
foe computer business win in the 
next 12 months at least equal 
last year’s estimated growth 
rate of 40 per cent. “I can see 
absolutely no evidence of this 
growth Jjeaking at all," he 
added. The trend is beini 


being fu- 
hat “ 

specialists responsibility 1 


elled by the belief that giving 
i for an- 


cillary parts of their businesses 
will give companies competitive 
advantage, 

Andersen and Hoskyns are 
two of a growing number of ser- 
vice companies that are helping 
make this area foe fastest-grow- 
ing part of foe UK computer 
market. Many of the big play- 
ers are US-based, such as foe 
General Motors subsidiary 
EDS, which has won a £lbn- 
plus contract to run foe Inland 
Revenue's computer systems, 
and its main rival. Computer 
Sciences Carp, which has 
agreed deals with British Aero- 
space and Lucas. 

Andersen specialises in sup- 
plying accounting services to in- 
ternational oil companies, such 


as BP, Dupont’s Conoco sub- 
sidiary, Sun Oil and Asco. 

However, European organi- 
sations, including Cap Gemini 
Sogeti, foe Anglo-French Serna 
Group and Capita, which was 
recently awarded foe contract 
to develop foe driving test, are 
also prospering. IWo UK 
accounting firms - KPMG, 
which took over National Pow- 
er's tax department in 1992, and 
Price Waterhouse - have set up 
units offering clients efficiency 
studies of their tax functions. 

Mr Holway believes that foe 
range of services being taken on 
tty all these players means that 
they will become more power- 
fid in the IT market than service 
providers such as Microsoft 


Reg Vardy powers ahead with 35% boost 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

The success stoiy at the up- 
market car dealer Reg Vardy 
continued yesterday with the an- 
nouncement of a 35 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits in the six 
months to October from 
£42*7m to £6.15ra. Much of 
the good news had already 
been factored into foe market 
however, and foe shares, which 
almost doubled in value last 
year, slipped 4p to close at 
269p. 

Peter Vardy, chairman and 
son of the company’s founder, 
said: “We have made substan- 
tial progress in the period de- 
spite difficult trading conditions. 


“Significant growth has come 
from the new dealerships as well 
as from organic growth in foe 
core business. We are looking 
forward to L996 when we be- 
lieve we will see improving 
margins as the recovery in con- 
sumer confidence grows." 

The rise in profits during 
the six-month period was struck 
from a jump in sales from 
£lS4.6m to £279.8m. 

Almost £25 m of foe increase 
came from newly acquired op- 
erations. Earnings per share 
moved ahead to 9p (7-5p), al- 
lowing a 125 per cent increase 
in the dividend from 2p to 
2.25p. 

Having inherited just one 
dealership on the edge of Sun- 


derland in 1976 on foe death of 
his father, Mr Vardy has built 
the company up to its current 
total of 40 outlets in four geo- 
graphical remans. Bom its roots 
in luxury car franchises such as 
Aston Martin and BMW, the 
company has diversified into 
volumes ranges and has success 
selling nearly new and other 
used cars. 

Breaking with foe industry 
tradition of dealerships selling 
only one make of car, Vardy has 
set up a chain of MotorZone 
outlets, which concentrate on 
nearly new cars. 

These are attractive to buy- 
ers who avoid paying the high 
depreciation cost of a new car, 
which loses a sizeable propor- 


tion of its value foe moment it 
leaves the forecourt 
During foe first half vehicle 
sales volumes increased by 42.4 
per cent to 30,125 cam. Service, 
parts and bodysfaop activities 
also moved ahead wen. with 
sales and gross profits up more 
than 10 per cent 
Plans for 1996 include more 
MotorZone openings and the 
creation of a contract hire op- 
eration to use existing facilities 
to better effecL 
When Reg Vardy was float- 
ed in 1989 its shares were val- 
ued at 90p, since when they have 
tripled in value. The rise in foe 
value of the company has boost- 
ed Peter Vardy’s 41 pier cent 
stake to a little over £50m. 


IN BRIEF 


Robb joins board of Unigate 

Unigate, the food group, has appointed John Robb to its board 
as a non-executive director. Mr Robb was formerly chief execu- 
tive of Wellcome, foe drugs group, before the takeover by Glaxo 
last year. Mr Robb is also chairman of British Energy and a non- 
executive director of Allied Domecq and De La Rue. 

United Biscuits’ sale price drops 

United Biscuits has completed foe sale of foe frozen food part 
of Keebler, its US business, for a I owe r-lban -expected figure. The 
American group. Windsor Foods, is paying £45m for foe com- 
pany instead of foe £55m conditionally agreed. United Biscuits 
said the deal still represented fair value. It expects to complete 
foe disposal of its cookie and cracker business later this month. 

Changes at Goode Currant 

Derek Kingsbury, chairman of Goode Durrani, is to hand over 
the reins, to the chief executive, Michael Waring, who will become 
executive chairman from the end of next month. Alan Noble, head 
of foe Northgate business, is to become managing director and 
Ron Williams, a director of Smiths Industries, is to join foe board 
as a non-executive director. The specialist vehicle and equipment 
hire group also said it was expecting sat isfactoiy progress this year 
as it unveiled a 49 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to £13.4m for 
the six months to October. 

Tough year for Cassidy Brothers 

In a “very difficult” trading year, AIM-listed Cassidy Brothers 
saw pre-tax profits slip 33 per cent to £502,760 in the six months 
to October. The group said it had been “bedevilled with signif- 
icant price increases in plastic polymer and packaging”. 

Denmans seeks full listing 

USM-ouoted Denmans Electrical said it was looking to move up 
to a full listing as it released its full-year figures. A final dividend 
of 8p made a total of 10.2p for the full year, a 50 per cent in- 
crease. The payout came on foe back of record pre-tax profits 
of £3 .02m compared with 1994's £L8m. 

Oxburgh appointed at Shell 

Shell Transport and Trading has appointed Sir Ronald Oxburgh, 
rector of London's Imperial College university, a non-executive 
director, with effect from January 10. 


Lunch for a Fiver. 
May we 

recommend the FT 
for starters. 


Tomorrow, the Financial Times launches its annual 
‘Lunch lor a Fiver' offer. From Monday, January 15 fer 
the next two weeks you can enjoy a two course lunch 
from as little as £5. Around 350 restaurants throughout 
the country will be participating in the offer, some 
charging £5, others £7.50 or £10. 

All you have to do lor starters is buy the FT tomorrow fer 
a list of participating restaurants. Then make a reservation 
stating the FF ‘Lunch for- a 
Fiver’ offer. It’s that simple. 


No FT, no comment, 
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Downgrading by analysts puts the bite on Unilever 

„ r the de- ntontSs. The pending art 
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An Anglo Dutch securities 
house took a bite out of 
Unilever, the Anglo Dutch de- 
tergents to foods giant. 

ABN Amro Houre Govell 
cut ib profit forecasts and 
downgraded ib share recom- 
mendation to hold. 

In 1994, Unilever, hit by its 
Persil Power washing powder 
fiasco, produced profits of 
£2.3Sbn. Hoare Govell has 
cut ib forecast fur last year 
from £L5obn to £15bn and this 
year's estimate from £2.S3bn to 
n.7Ubn. The reductions stems 
from the deteriorating eco- 
nomic climate in Germany. 

Unilever fell 25p to I.317p. 
Other food producer: were 
under pressure with United 
Biscuits, unsettled by a lower- 
thun-expected price for its 
Kecbler frozen food business 
and rumours of u downgrading, 
crumbling 16p to 254p. 

MAL the media and money 
broking group, was another un- 
der the analytical whip. 


NatWest Securities moved 
from hold to buy. suggesting it 
should sell ib money broking 
side and its other financial 
operations and buy television 
production capacity. 

It adds : “If such a route is 
followed massive value will be 
created for shareholders and 
the individual businesses will 
flourish." But failure lo acl will 
provide "scope for a thirdpur- 
ty to realise the value. Either 
way there Is scope for sul> 
stantial shore price upside. 
The shares rose 5.5p to 330p. 

The rest of the stock market 
remained under Lhe Wall 
Street whip. But with the Dow 
Jones Average recovering, at 
least during London hours, a 
26.2-poinis FT-SE 100 index 
fall was reduced to lft.6 at the 
close. 

Although shares have fallen 
for three days many observers 
said they were encouraged by 
the way the market had limited 
the damage. 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


Footsie's decline, from ib 
peak, has been contained to 
h5.7 points in often busy trad- 
ing. “True there has been some 
belling, but people are shopping 
Tor what they hope are bar- 
gains.'* said one trader. 

Turnover, for the third con- 
secutive session, lopped 800 
million indicating that what- 
ever the direction of shares the 
market was operating com- 
fortably above its break-even 
level. ' . . .. 

Forte was again heavily 
traded with Seaq putting 
turnover at 40.5 million; the 
price rose S.5p to 368.5p and 
Granada put on Up to 664p. 

Ladbroke, the betting and 
hotel group, was dragged back 


into the spotlight, scoring the 
best blue chip gain with a 4p 
advance to 152p. It is seen as 
a likely recipient of leisure cash 
once the Forte.'Granada con- 
frontation is over. Some arc 
prepared to bet it will soon be 
engulfed in bid action. But 
Bass, the brewer, for long re- 
garded as the most likely bid- 
der seems to have lost some of 
its ardour, prompting some to 
pull Scottish & Newcastle into 
the frame. 

p&O expressed relief that 
Eurotunnel was soldiering on, 
gaining 12p to 4S7p. Tra f algar 
House added 1 -25p to 30p on 
the proposed sale of ib house- 
building division to Persim- 
mon. down lOp at 199p. 


House of Eraser, the de 
partment stores chain, contin- 
ued to tiefv gravity, gaining 5p 
to 173p (after 175p.J. 

The shares fell to I63p when 
it produced another profit 
warning on Tuesday. The mar- 
ket remains convinced man- 
agement changes are on the 
way and the group looms vul- 
nerable to a strike. Store- 
house's trading statement sent 
the shares reeling 20.5p to 
3U0_5p. 

Close Brothers, the mer- 
chant bank embracing small 
companies market-maker Wm- 
terfood Securities, attracted in- 
terest. The shares gained 7p to 

335p with some suggesting an 
intriguing deal was in the off- 
ing. 

Rexam, the troubled paper 
and packaging group, fell J -P 
to 366p following the man- 
agement changes. The troubles 
of the packaging industry have 
forced the group to make two 
profit warnings in the past sk 


months. The pending arrivsd of 
Teremv Lancaster as chair 

S and Rolf Bon**® 

chief executive could heral 
widespread changes at the 
group, which still looks 

nB SS e rho’s proposed de- 

aSSSl 

sKssssrir 

McDonnell 



nadian group, with 3.vy per 
cent of the beleaguered com- 
puter group; MAID was hoi 

changed at 2Mp as fiirth y^ 

shopfittcr Campbell & Ar»- 

strong lost ib4p gam to end 

at I6p on the increased High- 
land Electronic shareholding. 


taking stock 


n Southend Properties 
edged forward another lp to 
47p as rumours strengthened 
that properties worth £25m 
are HkeW to be reversed into 

the group. Any ded would 

need the say-so of Malcolm 
DaguL the chairman who has 
nearly 20 per cent Southend 

has assets of around 90p a 

share and it is said the deal 
wiD price its shares at 72p. 

The move is also likely to 
lead to new management be- 
ing drafted in. 

n Cos tain, the struggling 
construction group, held at 
74p as Arab interests in- 
creased their grip. Raymond 
International picked up near- 
ly 5 million shares, Bffesg its 
stake to 18.06 percent Mo- 
hamed Abdulmohsin Kharafi 
4c Sons. Kuwait's biggest con- 
tractor; has 13.1 per cent The 
two Middle Eastern groups 
have been buying Costain 
shares tor 18 months. 
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Flyer averts crash landing 
to close gap on One Man 


GREG WOOD 

reports from Wjncanton 

It says much for the fever that 
has gripped many puniers since 
One Man s victory in the King 
9„ e u or f ihc r «ul, o! lh 5 
John Bull Chase here vesierdav 
raised barely a murmur in the 
ante-post market for the Gold 
Cup. Dublin Fiver, an im- 
popular horse with 
saddlebags of courage and a 
spectacular fencing technique, 
proved himself to be better 
than ever, but was cut just two 
points to 14-1 for Cheltenham's 
showpiece chase. Justice, it 
seems, is the first casualty of the 
One Man era. 

Dublin Flyer's defeat of 
Travado and the apparently de- 
clining Viking Flagship, the 
two-mile champion chaser, was 
achieved despite two significant 
lapses. First, the starter, though 
hardly facing a field of Grand 
National proportions, succeed- 
ed in sending the four runners 
on their way in a manner more 
akin to a cycling time-trial than 
a horse race. Dublin Flyer, who 


needs in set the pace, immedi- 
ately had 15 lengths 10 make up. 

The second mistake, howev- 
er, was all his own. He met the 
final ditch, five out, so violent- 
ly askew that he all bm turned 
sideways in clambering across, 
it is an immense tribute to 
Dublin Flyer’s resilience that he 
not only survived, but went on 
to win going dear. “I could see 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Going Around 
(Musselburgh 3JL5) 

NB: Northern Saddler 
(Ascot 130) 

it coming a couple of strides 
away." Brendan Fnwell. his rid- 
er, said, “hut with a horse like 
him there’s not a lot you can do." 

Dublin Flyer has built his rep- 
utation at or near yesterday’s 
trip of two miles five furlongs, 
but his novice chasing record in- 
cludes a victory at 26 furlongs, 
the Gold Cup iistance. That is 
now a serious target, even for 
his instinctively pessimistic 
trainer, Tim Forster. 

"That was a fine perfor- 


HYPERION’S 



ASCOT 


1235 Quaff 

130 DEAR DO (nap) 

2j 05 Storm North (nb) 


HYPERION 

235 Certainty Strong 
335 Wefl Briefed 
335 Treasure Again 


001QB! 


GOING: Good to Sob. (Sob m place* on hurdles course). 

■ Right-hand course wtih testing uphill fintah. 

■ Course k nr Junction of A3Ca and ASM. Sudan m$otns course. ADMISSION: Mem- 
ber* *12 (Juniors 16-25 years, half price); Grandstand & Paddock £8; saver Bine Sit. 
CAR PARK; No's 1, 2 4 3 SI. remainder bee. 


I LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: 14 Pipe — 16 wiranas bom 73 nutnon 
a success ratio of 21 JW4 and a profit to a S; lews) slake jf 113.72; N Twtstoo-Dxriea 
— 15 winners. 85 nmners, 17.6W, +S13.21; O Sherwood — 14 winners. 57 runners, 
24.01k, -££.47; J Gifford — 14 winners, 1 14 runners, 12-3%, -5.4026. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Osborne — 32 winners. 10P rides, 29.49k, +547.21: R Dn>- 
woody— 17 winners, 106 rides. 16%, -648.11; A MjfiHfer — 14 winner*, 79 rides, 
17.79k, -517.84; M A FlugcraM — 1 3 winner, 72 rides, 18.1%, +516.53. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: U^dded MMe CUK) has been mu 268 mDes by G Ratente 
from Greys oke, Cumbria; Trickle Lad (i35l gent 243 mSes t»T Umphy from MuJdJfham. 
N Yortos CbopweH CwriahtsfiOfi) sent 227 miles by MHEuttriv (ran Gl Hainan, NYorio. 

|19 EC | EBF tMHONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS 0) £5,000 added 2m 4f Penalty VUUe £3,859 

1 U-2155- EXJHOOR PRORUES 05) lErtsncr Pmfte US N Tacm-QEMes 6 11 ID C Maria 

2 4+4-1 MflH LEME(«ME*to» Haney) QSherwodBlllO — ; ttAHanay 

3 1-251 YOMRBK(23)(lteS«ftagBBariSCIinaBn61l5 .GUptm 

4 20F aCT0fRWH(42)(Nnsfl«SSatt«NGasefee 6 UO CUrertjn 

5 5-5 GBCRM- SM1I1E (46) Oiwd Chemde] G Baring 6 11 0 APMcCoy 

6 06 HARRY BOY (38) (Mr ? Bron} Ms j nman 7 11 0 W Marsh* 

7 0654 JMMY-iADE (23) (G J Ctamterian) A Oantwlan 7 11 0 Ife-IMas 

B 0-12 KWBHTSHfflDGE SCOT (48) (KnfJKsbrag) BO N Battege 5 11 0 5NM 

9 6 IBL(38) (MBRLKaSong BBuSderBUO Bftraeri 

10 041- UBOTO* PRMCE (288) (Ihntd Fy Racrg) PHcttoBllO ANaplkB 

U 4P PHffAIHJC (48J (P M De Write) B fifoei 5 11 0 JAPHerfcyP) 

12 3 (JUATF (5^ [A D Wfe*al J GiBom fi UO PHda 

13 06-2 SIR LEONARD (57) (Mrs Jean Rfttfop)SSher«o(J 6 110 JOttone 

U 6640 SPACEAfiE 0010(81 ISpatMBS (teats lanBdl JOB 7 UO T&tatare 

15 42 Slffl. MOSS (51) (To^r ftafc) C Baraefl 7 UO BCBfiad 

16 1 WARES!) LAD (433) (Mr D Todd) K Batov 7 11 0 HDtareody 


17 3102-2 RH»nM0B(2SJ^MatgW Turned NHertfcnon 7 UO MARteraM 

18 3 WIMHY (42) (Pefrnefl Pannasj R Aker 7 U 0 JtJekrean(3) 

19 WUBEnLRBaRVai(5^(UptenQsBoodsax*)C&ac*B7 UP BBtaAqr 

I 20 300 2MI JMNQ (195) (fikle Wtaroon] R Sowft 5 11 0 J>UM* 

21 CO-3 TmjCK3Wrf4e)&*rfS&aeSipries)MWHKn^»7108 IFlMay 

-Udsdaad- 

BETTMft 114 sir Laoowi, 01 Nhettobob, 7-1 H* Learie, 8-1 atari* Prate*, 8-1 Qreff, 10-1 
VbrfleU Lad, 11-1 Yoar l&ak, 12-1 TeOfcbeny, YnnbedBrbe8eimft I 14-1 AJendp Prtacs, lfl others 

19S6: Nng Lueriar 6 U 5 A ktaere 7-1 (0 Mdwfeotl 19 ibi 

roUMSWDE 

YOUR MSH looks worth chanring on this gnrt after hffi bumper win at Soutfetal and 
fturdes success at ludkw on a (aster surface. Simon Christian deserves a mum to the 
Ug dme and Your Risk cotfd show further knprore merit for this step up m distance- A tag 
perefoy may rule out Starter Profltes, tafa Bottnwmer tore* has an amateur 
aboard too time. Tha B*a*sMn gekflng Quaff is sure to come on for Ws first rwi at 
hempton in November whan torn! to Easrtor Prates. QuaB gas a 10b pUI today. 
WariWd Lad and Manffp Prtaea are M-tnthars hamg their firs tun of the season. 
Sotft am amr tartes tor toe nm time end Jar* c4 rscem acton colMS best them. 
W Ua ttabob didn't pimp too cleanly vfoen second to Crack On at Hereford four weeks 
ago, thou&> hts fitness could 0ve him soma sort of an adwnaga throuff* tos ffnmd. 
WMf^ and Act or FWth can do bettar after their Eaetor nns behmd Hi^Ueaie. whda 
TeMchcny is from an m-torm stable and a marc Uwiy to take a hand after a ptoaang 
third to Cool Runner at Worcester with General Sahsta not <fis0&ced in fifth. Waving 
W5h porter YortoettertettowR and Sbr Leonard (decant second to Kmshi at Warwh*) 
ere others wnh dauns in ms open affair. Selec ti on: YOtlR RISK 

i”5nl BUCK1ML HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £6000 added 2m 
IrTgri l Penalty Value £4085 

1 335-113 N0RfflBiNSADDIS(32) gg (0F| {Rchad J Ewra) RHodRS 912 0 BO— D ufr 

2 122211 *BS7HtOEO»(31Dit«ft*5RMWJKhglOU7 6Woo 

3 4UU4-40 TRB1ASUJH PC) (7KDi (G H ftojel P Hofits 12 11 3 1 IHcCt— 

4 61-2112 ItC (WBOT MAR (Bottom (Ms XWt— — PWnter nn8U2 PKkta 

5 2UF12 ZAMM P2) n (F J OiM P Eodss 6 11 1 — — APHoCoy 

6 1-32211 DEARD0^4l(P)(CJEd— tel N HBOdarsm 9 Ifl 8 MARUgwaU 

7 HCY4-11 LE CHAI NO* (31) (b) FJT Pasone) D 3taei 13 IDO 8 FmIbb(5) 

8 363+124 MANABOUIUBtOUSE (23) Bte*R Jana# G Thenar 9 IflO LHanay 


ire 


UMiun wmSb: iOst Th» nandkap wdgK AfeMtaMbafa— 9a AM. 

anrwfi:3-10ear0ai lOMONcrtbflinSaddfor, A-lZAjfo^WlaCtetNoir, 7-1 MMw Odd/, i- 
1 H» Carrot Mao, 14-1 towtfo* 1«L M—bauttorto» 

1995: «HWt 8 10 U A Msgs* U-2 g. G OndmC 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

□ear Do attracts oft IOst 81b but the pound Is a si&tf worry after hs smooth 9»d- 
aound Wins at Windsor and Soum*#. Poor to me soccesse^Dear Do encountered l soft 
Souid at Newton Abbot and was befflan 15 lengths by Northern Sadttor on todays 
Lms Northern Saddler has since ganad a fortunate wtn at Wforeeaer and gets a 6b 
puU with Zsriba on latest running behind James The Fkst tf Newto n Abbot T he go rfod 
all sun Mtater Odd*, who beat OearOt and fitorthem SWdter at tffeeffarm Marsh. Ha 
them botom bettor terms so has a fine chance despite befog wnh a run Ute 
^ffoT^raoe THE CARROT MAN seems to ham the best Hewta 
I jumped poorly when beaten a lenffh by l* Chat Nofo at *teanr»p*onarit— — n® «JFan^i»— 
S ~nZt MM and WftiSOt- litis sJcww ground mey sut twri because fm shapedvml 
second to Maneree at Himtir®Jon and when Wnl to RMtagf Stamp at 
Newbury. Suk c tf o rr THE CARROT MAN 

rone! SEVER DOCTOR OPEN NOVICE HANWCAP HURDLE (CLASS 
2mO \ qj £7 f 500 added 3m Penalty Value £5^59 

1 62-22 Win tffl) IW ESMQ J CM6120 ' T&, SS 

2 200 iaby wght (C m (ft DWW*) J shwa r7 7" trn 

3 15RU3 CHOPWm. CLRTAKS (6) (D) flforMm 4 

4 2S2-1 BUCKErOFe()U)(4S)(M®FDMeP»wSannei)NfiflMi»6U2 eu—gg 

6 513MP MIASAOI [USAJ (B) (GAUBW9 >*° JS 

T 1-241S1 ^ 

a — rtTl Mb J Ram? 7 ID 11 WW . ar— 


' 1 62-22 
2 200 

3 15RU3 

4 253-1 
6 3433-12 
6 51XQP 
T 1-24161 

5 5452-61 

9 4345-22 

10 32-01 

11 OP-1132 

12 33P-4UP 

13 GQRS3 

14 SKB10 

15 334443 

16 inSRM> 

17 400043- 


TI1UR IEADBI IW QQ P JmeS RftxHs TUJU — 
puteGOt CAUWJBt (ID (g OrtSJ Mo J RBtmr 7 10 11 SB) . 
BAU-YEASOrP) OfettBBfly! DNeMhii 6 10M 
FtffBOWffiB] (CO) (ESfiWVFk*«s)OSIwr'«aj610 ID — 

YES 1IW (241 W l»an«k 9Wnn tfts H 7 10 3 

SFWET ff*Z) 6S PoMff) J -fomfons 10 lrt2 

T1PPWC ALONG (29) ID R GorxUM DfflnWJ710 1 

OumLWQOD (7) Ctei d >**^SMeior6 Ml- 

DMNN mair (24) (Ms Cam Data — 

aMONJOSffHTOtMsGCMeftnaflTaoiffOWp 

[0SS NOSEY OAIS (413) (PA Msohevfl) K Bute 8 10 0 

- U declared - 


r JCtMy(7) 


nvincc," Forsicrsuid. “especially 
as hv hales going right-handed. 
The owner wiH be keen to run 
in the Gold Cup, and he’s en- 
titled to let him take his chance. 
That will be his fust priority, but 
I expect well enter him in the 
National loo. After all, he might 
fall at the first at Cheltenham." 

Even Forster, though, would 
have to concede that an early 
departure is unlikely, as Dublin 
Flyer may instead subject One 
Mans fencing to a fierce ex- 
amination. “One Man’s a very 
good horse," Powell conceded 
yesterday, “but he’ll have to 
jump with me down the back.” 

The Festival remains the 
principal largci too for Viking 
Flagship, despite yesterday’s 
uninspiring performance. David 
Nicholson's runner has taken 
the last two runnings of the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase, and appeared similarly 
out of sorts before last season's 
victory, but Coral's offer of 8- 
1 (from 5-1) for a ha I- trick is 
good news for the Irish. Three 
horses from across the water — 
Sound Man at 15-8, Strong 
Platinum on 5-1 and KJa iron 


Davis (5-1)- now dominate the 
market. 

Master Oats, One Man’s 
main rival in the Festival belting, 
should at least have the assis- 
tance of Norman Williamson, his 
regular jockey, when he defends 
the Gold Cup. The rider said 
yesterday that he hopes to return 
to the saddle in the middle of 
next month after x-rays on his 
right leg, broken in a fall early 
in the season, showed his re- 
covery to he all but complete. He 
will not, however, be fit in lime 
to ride Master Oats in the Hcn- 
nessy Gold Cup at Leopard- 
Mown in early February. 

As Williamson leaves the 
treatment room two other rid- 
ers lake his place after falls yes- 
terday. Adrian Maguire must 
face the course doctor's scruti- 
ny before riding at Ascot today. 
He suffered a possible sprained 
wrist at Wetherby. while Tony 
McCoy may have the same in- 
jury after a Wincanlon fall. If he 
is forced to take lime off then 
his diminishing lead of 15 over 
David Bridgwater in the jock- 
eys' title race may have disap- 
peared before his return. 


UNGHELD 

LOO: 1. UfT BOY (Candy Mans) 10-1; 
2. Distaat Dynasty 10-1; 3- tebeimtMatf' 

k 2-5 Urn. 8 ran. VA, 1. (A Moon). Tate 
£35J0r raao. £2W. £1.10. Dual Raecase 
£29 JO. Qmunr SoafjJit Forecast £36.07. 
L30; 1. STAR TAUNT (R Codiaoa) 10- 

Ubr.2.MamPBa*3-k3-DtoMValt 
5-1. 10 ren. ght-hd. 3. (MIB5 Gay IWewftjO. 
7t*K £1.60; £1.60. £L40. £1.70. DF: £R3a 
CSF: £4.54. Tna £2.10. 

iOO; L EXPLCBWE POWHJ fT Ires) 5- 
1; 2. Real Madrid 11-1; 3- M«l tl^ 
tat. 14 ran. 1, 5. [G Brevtfy). Ttoto £350. 
£3.20, £3.60. £1-50. DF: £2a70- CSF: 
£5&0L Tncaet £171.14. Inex 14230. 

220: 1. WSJ. DRAWN (W Newness 7-4 
fav: 2. Btoa Ryor 10-1: 3. Low BW 9-4. 


12 ran. stn-M. 8- W Condirt. Tot* £2. 20 ; 
“^£2 00. £130. DF: L1230. CSF: 
£2055. TnK £10-10- 
SJIO: 1- CASTLE GtWBWOR (M BaH) 
8-1; 2. Rnriwboas Stbd 4-1; 3- Mnplo 
But 16-1. 5 ran. 6-4 fw Bels c * Hdfenri. 
lift. hH (P Hasteffl). Tote: £1410: £180, 
£ 1 £ 0 . or. £10^a CSF: £34.64. 

3^0: 1- RON N SOU) (S Sanbere) 8-1; 
Z W o thBlto mMec ll-l 3. ttaMngton Ry- 
er 4-1 fc. 10 » 1 3. tA Moore]. Tote: 
£9.70; £3.30, £2.10. £170. Dual ftrecasc 
£1080. CSS £4851 Tricaet £18682. Tri« 
£29.60. After a stewante’ fofj iay. l '» ft 
srood, 

Ftacepofc £26.10. Quadpob not won 

( f»m m Ascot uday}. 

pteu 6: £3126. Pte Sc £2331 


ASCOT 

135: CERTAINLY STRONG im- 
pressed in overc oming a smart field 
at Sandown last lime. She should not 
be troubled by the soft ground, bui 
if not an easy ride and having to con- 
cede weight to Ground Nut, who was 
arguably a better hurdler, and lnch- 
cailtoch, precludes confidence. 


3A5: Ungnided Missile won wdl here 
last month despile jumping errors 
and D extra Dove is seeking his 
eighth successive win. The handi- 
capper may now have caught up with 
both and the easy ground may not 
suit, so WELL BRIEFED is pre- 
ferred. He had a pipe-opener behind 
One Man and is best on this going. 


335: TREASURE AGAIN, who ran 
up a sequence as s novice last sea- 
son, is suited by soft ground and 
shaped as if stepping up to this dis- 
tance would suit, can bold another 
trying this trip, Kiiioiie Abbot and 
Tridde Lad, who is weighted to re- 
verse Cheltenham p beings with Wee 
Windy and may prefer this surface. 


MWnum m&c iOst live hdndkap neffws: hawi H&t 99 13a. Sknon Josem 9a 120, Mte foray 
flats 9 gS&. 

BETTtea: U-2 BMnt Of Grid, 8-1 Bey, 7-1 Vtfoi, M. ChopMff Ctatefaa, 8-1 Pntwck 
CMttar, 9-1 Stem Nortfa, 10-1 LMy M^it 12-1 fadM*. Tmt Lwfor, 14-1 otfeare 
1905: Rom Ktae 6 10 9 R Gamy 71 (tfcs J Rarcdm) 12 ran 

FORM GUDE 

fWBECK CAVAUER stays nnl so hts Deck io- torni win over two and a quarter at E*eter 
ll days ago tans a decent effort. He staid relish tms test and comes out toueta to 
Baffyaa Bey and Tore Leader on his Newbury second to Charmer's Wei m March. 
Chninml Curtains couldn'i w fauned with Ns nn at Hajfoock Iasi Satxrday ana rates a 
dan^r. After winning wo weak stayers' races at Wetherby and Hexham, he was asted a 
severe question at Haydocx conceding 12a> to What's Your Story- >n with every chance 
when doming tne final fUffn, he was beaten three lengyhs into thud - a ran which 
suggests hen go dose today. Fnrfrnw won a weafosh race at Ascot Iasi time but is the 
type to impmre again. Budget Of Goto breaks new ffauna, the gskUne tawtg Ms first 
ran away from Towcester. He made a wtnnmg reappearance last month and the three- 
length second, Bellyea Boy, gets a 6to pji and has Mice finished a credkaote second to 
Tate The Buckskin at Notwffram. Tour Leader is a decent sort but has something to 
prim on this type of ground. Yafcnl « tiffify med here with i2sl Storm North nes (air 
form on test ground but may find this stface against hm. nhie OUMff Wood’s Unffteld 
wfo ki the mud nes agains weafi aopo6»on. Selection: PUflBECh CAVAUER 

o"oc| F«ML L1GHINNG NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) }RmV> ((Grade 

l^ 00 ] 2) £25fi00 2m Penalty Value f-15,775 j 

1 2219-21 C&DNMY5reorS(41)n(Md5WBiYDruroiBDn6117 ARfogtee 

2 P0-6A31 FSKE (29) (D) IP W Feed i Jertai 8 XI 4 J Osborne 1 

3 344423 GROlfffl fd/T (3£? |Mrs R L HteWKl R Biriier 6 11 4 BPowri 

4 1254-14 MCHCAI10CH(*1)WW (F J Canal JNng7114 GUptoe 

5 245323/ SUrat COM (S87) (George Brtrtes) R Lee 6 11 4 PMdmtfdi 

6 R44P-1U TPTmPOOS(4XJ(D)P*sUScoaiteRCOcpet|N1kgTiii-Daies81X4.CUmfjn 

-Bdedared- 

BETTWfr 5-4 CaitaHy Strang, U-4 toebcaMocfi, 4-1 TeHmwete, 8-1 Steer Ceta, ID-1 Groood 
«, 12-1 Recce 

199& Gta Cavtter 7 U 12 M Dwyer 13B (D GerdcflBJ 4 ran 
FORM GUDE 

TOTHEHffXOOS is on a more statable surface afnar Deng outpaced from the tort last by 
Certainly Strong at Sandown. He was held when umhippuig Cart Uewntyi at the 
second last but this dot* galloper is 8tb better m and tne lougi course ahodd sun hfc 
style. l a c iiceM och teso rates on Cenamiy Strang again after he nineo his chance wtth a 
mgruy Cl under tour from home at Sandown. mchcaflloct) had looted a dew* recnct 
when beating Cenamiy Strong at Kempton and la Bib better in on that nrvting. A trouble- 
free round here would gw? ton a geat chance, thougi ihu cut In the grnind isnY exactly 
In ras favour. Held up at Hampton. Certainly Strang was even her head at Sandowi and 
looked decent when beating Captan Khedive. Ground Nut may not be up to this task but 
locks better than Fierce, winner of a bod race at Southwofi. S eie ct fo u. TOTHEWOOOS 

panel HAIRY MARY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) iROrol 

I J - UJ I £174)00 3m llflyds Penalty Value £12^46 I^U^TJ 

1 P13UH6 WEFEMNG STEH. (62) (CD) U Ittfiaei GAw) h Eferiey 10 U 10 JOsboroe 

2 5F1-121 UNBUBQ) 1*58^(271 (CD) (DE Hanson) GWcharS 8 118 HDamoody 

3 1300-33 GARRISON SAMIMAH {34} nMaofnrEnffieenng) Us J Banan 13 11 4 _te Itartm 

4 mu? - PESCYSANXlEir(290}lE9(RG tbnfol DMchofcon810 13 Alitapfre 

5 U306P-3 fiBSaASSM2JW(N«sPatuy)CBR)C(slOlJOl2 BBwtey 

6 U llll DOOR* DOVE P3 fc«a L^lrr, Systems S Earte 3 10 9 C Maude 

7 11H31-4 WaLBRBB)(3flWnffetEr*»S}RBudfor9lQ5 BtaMff 

8 3U0S>- CAFMHlff BROWN (321] (CIR Stead S Lmfol J M tadry 9 10 4 RJahM0e(3) 

9 P156-1U YORKSME 6AI£ (27] (D) (Bfl J &Jt*l ID 10 4 APUcCay 

10 W121-2 BDWB0URB(3Q (teste Man) MsiHKnigt 10 103 IFTBay 

11 512-313 RUN UPTtff HAS ftfo) [BF] (Peifflei Partnarej 1 GfM 9 ID 1 PMde 

12 32f2-P2 CQKBMT BOY (34) (CO) IS 0 HerrGBKfi] Us i Psmai 11 10 0 RRantet 

- 12 dacteed- 

UttounwdgtolOs. Tne fnwfcap ee&r Cttemy ety 9a 138x 

BBtlMB U-4 Unffrtdad Htde, 4-1 Itecy SanBett, U4 Wed Mated, 7-1 Ybddtea Gale, 8-1 
Mb OF Tta Rag. 10-1 Goferay Boy. Dextra Dove, 32-1 Bfoabcwt Goitaa SbhN, 14 riften 
19BS: WJwng Sael 9 11 2 N Wfenaon 64 (K Bafoy) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WELL BRfffaj gets 17 »j from UnffiMed MlasBe and that could ewtng the issue ha 
way tofiownga needed fira ran of tne season at Haydock last month- Wed Briefed wfl 
Hwe the groimd, he won here as a nonce ana was a (jime winner from Metaagis and 
Gran^ Braiaa a Nmrbuty m March after fmtfirig the trip mo short when thrnt to hadiin 

the Mlldmay Of Rete <2 l/2ml. Unffaded Mosfe runs trfa 5Jb Ivgter mark after wring 
a stronger race here tea Ota. He gat back up to beat Rcu£i Quest after a test-fence 
mistake (not ha first m the race! and Renan) Orawnody Is gw>g for wfo number four on 
fern. WMfccttr* Otoe departed at tee swanrf fence m diet sane raae after wfnnfog at 
ChMienhom on hs re appe ar ance, the Presibury race was on odd event with YOfeshtre 
Gate drawing two ksngim bear of Edfanboorg (lib bed an. rath Am lip The Rag three 
lengths bade m iferd after cndsitg on the home turn. Run up The Rag has wn here 
twee in the pas and now meets fra statoemaie on 3fo batter terms. Last )Ws wfoner, 
Wbtsperfog Steel, seems to have deteronated, while Garrison Savannah ftrts a 2ib 
pufi tor the five lengns beating by Am Up The Flag here in Nctember. Percy seaoOett 
has been wadng ter ttas ffouvl. He won weater races than mis »« season and meets 
Run Up The Reg on 3tb bettor terms for the narrow Sandown defeat on his final start. 
Dextra Dove ccnonues to sftfne but he Is up Sib for beaong Tug Of Peace at Ctetonham 
and may find it* softer ground contone agefoa fem. SeteettoK WELL BRIEFED 

Iq-qeI ROSUNG KING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) tolM l 

I £15000 added 3m Penalty value £1104 O 

1 54F445 SldSrQUNf(ni)|27)(GD)(UsMei^nFMimna)MRpe91110 Otenraa(7) 

2 41011-1 KBL0NEAfl8OT(4B9«VU0)dMtt)ei]J0ld7111D lOrtiwe 

3 20EP43 TOPSFW (27) fC) 0® Lor® J^Ttens 7 118 — AN**» 

4 2300-2' (SlAIOffi»a(2D(D|«FCatiwtgi);aBeley8115 — "Bettor 

5 1FP-2SO GfliAN CfME (13) (D) (Fanm Raeng R Am 7 11 1 M-PHedayR 

8 1400-53 ■faaaEUD(3S)P)BhsHFPra«va)FMunhy7110 ArifcCoy 

7 333-112 1MIW*Wp5)«W£&M;Mbw71D8 ?»«• 

8 1112P6 Tl«SUEASIM|«0(X»ntee>aitairiUEMJaw7108 DBjme 

9 HdP-6 TVS) EWTH (34) (Us J Fflrehwe) J f anshere 8 ID 6 Rterara* 

ID 132244 W«B6^(3^IWI)forMsf^COix»lta^DN(h(WDr5l03 RJoteHO^ 

U IFKB1F- TftWCiffMME (387) (D) fifed Green) NYfcher 10 101 avtafop) 

12 134-431 UiOCY BLUE CU) ff R Newrwn) N Itornsal 9 10 1 |4a0 TFIMre 

13 SP421-F IfflS UtEGOlD (481 (tteependent Tte*ftfonBficSistgMI^>« 8 10 O—Datopreter 

14 44FO-10 UUJ8U (33 B)| (P J Baffin) C tesh 8 10 Q — IBKi 

-lAdacteed- 

Mftmum aaUK lflsL True herafoap «e(gxs: feds Ufo Gold ft* life. l*xu 9a 98). 

BEHINfi M raooe met, s-l ANti u» dau, M Wat Wn*, M Imam Agate, M area 
aow, 10-iTop spte ll-l te*y »*, D-l M Earth, -Rktoe lad. 144 often 
1995: CJSiaSP 5 12 0 R Dinnody 4-7 N Rpe) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Maron Pipe has a (pod record in this raw and HEELS UKE 00U> mey cotten tor the 
stable after his irtucty fail at Haydock seven weeks ago. Ha had jua taken (he lead off 
The LBS Hng When crasfang down at the find flight. The handcapper has upped his 
rates but be mbs a promrsdig stayer las season when the mud was atoouL StaMemsffi 
Sweet Sow tons Ws cowse nt$y ire* but he prefere a faster surface. Conversely. 
KMcoa Abbot csrvxft nave the ground soft enwtfi and galloped his msla sRfer at 
Newtay m his reappearance. A net* behind Tridde Lad when dtfflh fo Putiy Road at 
toe CWterttam ftsflffll last season. KUane Abbot Is mteresung in Ns flist ftantfcap- Tht 
Is more Tridde Lad's ground after a tfiM 10 Better TfirwE Ahead 81 Qteltenhsn and he's 
3fo bettor off veto toe secnniL Wee WMy. GDai Cow was a dears fifth fo toe 
Cttettenham race and ha has claims after finishing tefod-oft In a hot chaw at Eatar. 
Ttwrore Agafai e a creoKrg sen m me mud and hel be a3 toe better for Ns comeback 
ouBng a Chepsww. »WlelBlMidJewto ran toe race of Ns Bfe attest Oonawering leader 

A Nmbmy and toe hantfleapper hasrrt been too severe wfto ften. Fired Earth won a 
K&taon on ns second start last season and has Rkhard Duiwoody aboanl after Ns 
seasonal atempt at Doncaacr flw weeta ago. Setetotoic FEQS UKE GOLD 


MUSSELBURGH . 

HYPERION 

12A5 *n#ms RMera U5 Western General 145 
Kknbsdqf Boy 2J5 Five 1o Seven Z45l3psawyer 
3J5 Going Arotriid 345 Uvto 

GOING; (wad. 

■ Klghl-haivl m-aj Murv with ueK luw . 

■ (dkiY-oarrx* a Z nuh=> rtat «if rfyro At in IktVU'Jbunto- Bia 
link rn<m Edinburgh railway atalkm ' miles away ADMISSION: 
Ouhl II; Taiuraa^a if. lO.VFS and unemplayed i.!, arcumpamrf 
ubA-r- lbs fret-j. CAB FABK: FTrt 


, WIVNLSS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: rtve Te Sevee 12. l.’l 
l nim at NtwiimJc nn Fraby. 

LONG-DISTANCE RTNNEB& Bodnar 11.15) has beun rent 37:1 
inifa'J by C XUtui from 1‘ppcr Lamhocm, Fk-rL.vhire. lit Tnadle 
ll.ir>i.G(daaArotadl21-j)£ ffemprr^dGxtm (lljl tow been 
! nth IT: i rmln hy E Dailey from VtV* Umbuum. BaLstunr. La- 
Bmmba Days fi IM bua Nvn sent :«>2 rrulM by Martpn Mradr trora 
5hcrvnn. Wlbnhire; Tnujoare Bhlrn (r;.4fr), Umiwm i i.-tSi 
A NacabeUa 12.15) hast- brer: res :W» miles by J Pfarre from New- 
mar lit Suffolk 

fl O ARl DTEWATER MAIDEN HURDLE (GLASS 
\±A*Q \ Fj (on/ j) £2350 added 2m 

1 SALAD B*V I Ertrr 5 11 9 __.„i0Tfera 

2 FO B0U>4MB5BBff(34)tvCmgBf | '6U.9 JfSwitb 

3 04004) CANAAN VAUBr (501 D totew.fl 11 9 IBtafa 

4 BOO- HASSCAL OfWCE (224) J toaay 5 11 9 ATS Dram 

5 36 DAMMROCK(2S)Rtea'et3:5tl9 BPatoarp} 

i 1-112 DSBI ROUIL {25} i H xmaor. 5 11 9 P Carton? 

7 UK330 rUMlO(X(7fl)MisAta«ro)R6U9 BFbcte 

S IBS^R CASUAL iv Hex 7 11 9 TAaad 

9 00 SECONDS MMY (28} J GOtee 5 II 9 FPKtet 

10 2S3545 SUSMTWOUM(28)TCiyaSU9 ttUttl 

11 TOUJOURS SMBM J Tesce 6 119 JUcLangAa 

IT 6 wnEJUncC Ofo M 5 11 9 — MrCBtwoar® 

13 5 ROYAL COAEDIAft (30 3 UiRty 7 12 4 0 Peart 

-13dadared> 

BEmNdc 3-lToteoun IlhAeta, 7-2 Direct Rwta, 8-1 Royal CoaMtta, 7- 
1 StoA Tto Care. 8-J UapnMca, KM Caw tM*K Mrtlocfo IM 


|i ie| DYEWAJER MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS F) 
(D(V B) £2350 added 2m 

1 G3 BCNJOUR (381 C Uam 6 li 9 HWSan 

2 05 JABAROOT (25) Divear5113 Uhtakxwy 

3 2 JUBKUt (3Sl J Ooos 10219 FCaOeur 

a 05- MARTS CASE P38] ffts J Goodrija 6 11 9 —B Storey 

5 35 MTMJMX£(27)(BF) ltB3iqr7 119 A1SMH 

6 P MUSfo BLH2 (380) fits 0 Tfioneon S 11 9 LtTttera 

T 4 KBSSM (S4( 1 Qwi a 11 9 MOwyer 

8 TNSISn fiBCRAL tess U Ua^pn 5 11 9 

ftdardfiaast 

9 650H’- AfteEMMNDE MQIOr (270) 7 Unhy 5 11 4 

... DjNwaeaj 

10 44 COOL STH3L (76) W* J Sown 410 U E CaBMSen [5) 

11 U FMSTBfIE(2J)T Dycr410 11 ADterta 

12 4 MAKHANTW«(27)UHaRreanl4lOU Jtfiteiffiy 

13 ROT BOY Ur, M Ratty 4 10 11 PMren 

BEJIMft 7-2 Rabaara, 4-1 Wrettn Gttenrt. 5-1 Bw9w>, IM « Rod- 
Mb, 7-1 Jttae, 8-1 Marht tkg, 9-1 Ray Boy. 12-1 Ateryfe Caaa, 
14-1 others 

pr2e1 LINKS SEUJNG HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS 6) £3000 added 2m 

1 562231 BRACXSfTHKAIXE (25) (CD) l LlojO- Lanes 6 1134-__ 

2 044000 KAIKD (29 ff) J Cdto TlD 12 6 tea (3) 

3 PT4M14 RIOBBLOf BOY nm(BH Un M Hatty 6 10 8 

FNhao 

4 (£4/005 DREAM SORT (24) tea SSmti 6 10 6 RfcMOMSl 

5 309442 HJrerr BOSE (2S) P UcrW#’ 6 10 4 ADaUfo 

6 042501 M MMJF OBAUeE (7? JGOtte 8 10 4 Fftwwff 

7 0340 SIMMY HAL TOO (35) Mb Lteiat 4 ID 2 — ATteBtae 

8 006-P20 LAWSON (41)1 Peace 9 10 2 IMrfa^fc 

9 654) SCHOOL OF SCC4CE (23) RMdtefor 5100 

DPWtarP) 

u CXV0552 MUMW BUMS (7) (P)T Dyer 7100 -JCAtfa 

11 QOP-P35 PERCY PH (8) H Aiewder 7 100 B Storey 

12 09006 ME5GREBaMSS(2qitafeK510O.-B>N(*g(q 


SOUTHWELL 




HYPEWON 

1230 Mr Morlarty 1255 PsYNtotnasIa 1.20 
Cakler Kir® 155 Rose OP Oem 225 Ptvsuanoe 
25S Celestial Choir 325 Sense Of Priority 355 
Maple Bay 

GOING: Standard. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Law best far 6 Tb 1m. 

STALLS: Of, 7f, in, lm3f- Isrtde; remainder ~ outside. 

■ rtbruand aurtaoe; left-hand sharp, oval course. 

■ Racecourse n 3 rofles 9puU>«aat of town and 5 ndefl west of 
Newark at Rotteaum. RoUesiao Junction railway station «boins 
the course. ADMISSION: Chib £ 1 2; Tatlersalls 16 (CUP mem- 
bers of course'* Diamond Chib S4. accompanied under- 16s freel. 
CAR PARE: Free. 


BLINKERED POET TIME: FYeti:iJ6);*MeyBeBe(3^6X , IYi»- 
esa’a Comet (vtsor. IMS l Cte erflet gh Lane (vfaor, 3-25) A Mon- 
key's Wedding f vtsor, 326). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Mr Mori*«y( 12^0) 
won here on Friday; Tartan Gere (2-55) won here on Friday and 
at LingOrid on Saturffey. Maple Bap (3-66) and Sense Of Pri- 
ority (3.25 j both wan at Wolverhampton on Wednesday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNQS: 4|dar ( 1^0) bashea sent 209 mSes 
by Mlsa Gay Kcfieway bom Whfupmbe, PcrseL 

frtO on) buttercup amateurs HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (DIV I) £3200 Iff) 3f 

1 144rt-0 rtSIOtSATDttlNClflWBMeehm6117 

MhJAHm9 

2 6002-24 BEAUNAN(4)(BOP&Mt5 6114 MrABto»(5)« 

3 0*5041- BEAUMONT (42) (CD) J Bnfei6112->>rJ6 T i a i lHWi (5)1 

4 600426- LARH FOHT (33j (R C FtetiiS 6 10 13 MnSBodeyB 

5 824006- 1SHPBMG D Oapman 10 10 11 

IfcaRCtoARS 

6 060033- MODES! HOPE (31) (CD) 8 FkhmcrB 9 10 3 

Bbs D KaUeanl 2 

7 OUXXY FifiCIOUS CAROLBC (BOOJ PCkreM898 

^WRTbontfaa (5)3 

8 404001 WIKMAWr(7)«SBraring592(5ed 

M»MMorta®4 

9 00500 Saa0(2SB|Jl ft»490. MrVtakanfc*«7 

BEmN(fc5-2MrMatlarty,llr4 n i j nn i B M, fl-2 T ifa itat 8-1 8ewian, 
Ptatot* At Dawn, Modret Hop*. 12-1 othare 

GTocel RYBBRASS HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 
o £3^00 Of 

1 050000 RBMULA BASH (9) D Ncnnfei Q 9 10 Atoa O rawal 

2 000421- sn«TMl(43)mCT)mon4B7 — Daaa UcAaawa 2 

3 323602- WRA(43)J Ey»693 ELanfoB 

4 604200 fflEYCHAmei(3^MC James 790 CRMtorU 

5 44ffl«>. HcmiAB (46) T Baren 7 8 13 IfhrfeneS 

6 040060 GBEDfS ED (4) ON 0 ChBpndh 6 8 11 ACofoaaa7 

7 501428- tetHHBV OQ® (S3) (CO) S Bo-tog 8 8 12 -NCartterA 

8 00324-0 VUDIWST0K(8) BDeKs® 6811 PFtaey^S 

9 00055-6 RSS8NCM(9)JGkMsr48lO 8Cariv8 

10 316022- KIESIHt IASS (41) (0) S Batons 4 8 10 

CTM0in|5}tt 

11 040003 PWWOM4StA(3) M W<86 M Fenton 12 

12 006006- OOJB£ GLOW (48) IQ N Bytal 4 8 6 S M MI 

- m tocto red - 

BEmNfe 01 Kkn, Stood M, 61 Rreentor, Mnfe Ire, 8-1 Donbte 
1 flfine, Pare nowra fi, H rff d f a r . 12-1 others 

PToftl BUTTERCUP AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (DIV II) £3000 lm 3f 

1 252033- CALDB?KP4G(423 JLEyra511 7 — HtotMOBJoanS 

2 300050 M0WUUE(Sl}0Chaikefifi51013 J8reRCWi(5}8 

3 0850Q6- AJ0NBQS3)Uto6ayKdewte51Ol 

HreSMttW^5 

4 350C01- COMTECH (SBC OSCTJBnErrtey 6 101 

lfcsLPoen»7 

5 500000 MSXA MESSBKER (7) N uonoden 799 

Mr 0 Gator ®1 

G SOOIW SPHNGafOSE(59DBD6ftoie96_»teSBMtoy2 

7 006000 PHAMN(2Q Rtacocfcl093 tea C Paancfc B 8 

8 O5O0G2 S*WB£ri««Nj4?NBjeteff693 MhDMBbmM 


BETTMG: 64 Cater Kfot 94 Coatee's legag, 3-1 Sbtetoy kpk, 6-1 
Spriag SadM, 101 Ndor, S4 Uontota, 40-1 oBws 

[fe*f] WJ5Y CLAMMS STAKES (CLASS F) 

\±^Zl £3^00 added 2ra 

1 142204- &MD0(57)(C0)MCsnwt»883_ ___J.Ctanw*12 

2 A3- B10GY TO (2S4) K Buie 9 9 1 TAsMey(7)7 

3 £6250 RtEIWJWrw^t 591 DanMeKaanB 

4 am- IflSIB LARSON 07) B Station SSatfeRA 

5 /4QK0 TREDUTS COMET (28QlLltoris991 AMretayl 


v.-rrere aegz. ion True «»» Sues 9sf 13*1 *** 

P- iLS. &MWQ 5s fi3i _ .. 

aenwfe 02 iaa,tty ay . 1-2 ; y.i i* «; rtren i to £ 

lotoan 

r^Tcl HOPESIAMTER PKJWCE QIASE (CJ-ASS E) 

I £4500 added 2m 

1 236001 BVETroSEWOI(7)raCTrwmDn7niD 

2 PTOFPP 46MILI»i2S5PNfl»»13*- 

3 4K110 AMBOSOODJficOerBld 8 U*—— — 

4 3fr7£ atDUGHPAHKAZAtEAOSJSdfff 1 ****™"2 

5 ?221i2 ttff5T0N9ACa|B31MBSBaaMne8114 _^JB« M 

6 DvaLunm5Krei)0U*rti?u* 

? C33i3fi BjmaC RWa (7) IS Bate 10114 g y*” 

S O0D046 6UDM(38)RC«S^8Ut 

9 0CP« »CHBOAD(97)JHw«dJo«eBn61i4 P&eWiy 

1C 2S25t IWIHfftMJpaMfBrrimfrU-* 

U P11CF- UBfiMBAOA»p2J)M3njiiMeadBlOU4_-JM« 

12 20W2 N*i608aiA(36) JPeocf 8 114.,, IH flaaflai 

13 CP0F60 fgflNHtCOIMY(SfoJBaro^ 10114 -_ .-ATtaM M 

14 PCSO S’ TASOCAROBfiveaceriDuseSlOft oUwtma(h (W 

- Udadared- 

BETnKt 7-3 Bw fc Saea, 7-1 INMN*" 

Racer, 32-1 Fte-teg Rhar. 14-1 B n awNa Nn . 16-1 BrooUwartt Am- 
tea. 20-1 otter* 

PTacI WWTBMBreR NOVICE HANDICAP WRDLE 
£+**1 (CLASS E) £3550 added 2m 4f 

1 .05*1 KPS4WT«(5O)MsgS^! 81110 JIBetolay 

2 F50U23 DAUBMAN(SQJ Bdett fill 8 UMokniey 

3 465-2TO UMUKBI M2|(BflUiiM Rnteey6U8 PM«* 

4 650041 BLUE CKARN (39) (CQ tes S SaSMier 6 11 6 — JJFato 

5 306326 BnbfiEMM3IAL(SllTDyerS116 ICaff^W 

6 OQo-22 TUSH (8) Off) e*n S Bond S 11 5 MrKWtttoR 

7 122P RSaoSE (50) p) ites L Penyn 5 11 5 HdadGunM 

a 002 RmrS«HUIE(3QMiSJBrowi5113 

ECatogrealQ 

9 ora wxreasTEvoi pa wr*r*i5 1013 suctae* 

19 P30B32 KSO0NHAUGM(SDPQie{rtbindiai09 RtoVffte 

11 60C2 MAM0WNT(28)lBanDn510 7 UtXyw 

12 '¥00 CAUCUS GROVE (23Q Ms L Penffi 6 100 — ATtaaton 

13 30W- UCNTIBl.M)Y(260)tt»MMNfpnBlDD — 6CNto{7) 

14 PO02 taEiTUt UdCK(Sd) LUn0i6 100 FPedtet 

15 OO0PO5 MOMPfT OF JUSTICE (30) 1. lung? 5 100 lONare 

-15 tai n ad - 

tlriiu-n wage; IQs. Toe oanrfcap ue«ye: £fcnT leSJMy 9a ITfc *«- 
S' 7ta -S fifcroenf IV Jisera Sri life 

BETTMG: 4-XTopaawyar, 61 MMarMte. 01 tore Cbana, 7-1 UofettW, 
Haddon HauffL 01 Taera, 10-1 Eqrtara MoreW, 12-1 rthen 

r^fel WWIEADDER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,500 added 2m 4f 

1 21132-3 DOVMTHERQAD (48) (D) J H Jchmon 9 12 0 

PCerteny 

2 1712? f BOMB ABOUND (43) K Bury 8 U 13 Albemton 

3 131&F2 PURHW (2S) (CD) N 7r«sf 7 U 12 AS Stab 

* 24S-3U2 CROSS CANNON (B)J Helens 10 11 9 TRwd 

5 23P-353 WAITY0UTHBIE(8)(DJHWe«Mefllll 7 — GCaH(7) 

6 fl S3012 SIBLAS HBJXRESr PS) (D) (BF) N Mason ID 11 2 

S Haworth (7) 

7 1/0453 RAPB MIWBt PS) (Q 0 Neon 9 10 13 PMren 

S 232431 CfMn0NGGAl£{39»nmi«s5Batlur«91l>10 

A Wtot |7) 

9 163,' 005 POTATO MAN (23) (DJ D lant 10 10 0 — Mr ff Wbeta H 

- 9 dednsfl — 

UinaiaaD iw^ic 10a. True handcaD friaro Man 9a 4)& 

KnMriHCM«AnM*4-lC>MBereta(i»£Pnrfta.ll'2CtoHm- . 
tag Gate, frl Doan Tbs Road, 01 HtfU Horn, 10-1 SbaBa* HMcreaL 
1A-1 WBft Yen There, 2S-1 Fntats Man 

Rr~ACZ] HADDMCnON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £4j000 added 3m 1 

1 1F-3601 IMO (27) Limps 120 TReod 

2 425-130 FIMPSB) GUEST (ll) KBaley blT-13 Atbaadan 

3 43AGP8 IflMDND M& (LM) JH Johnson 511 3 PCerteny 

4 23253R KEEPBKIIUNB(27)(to(BF)Jeokto6108 FCtortot 

5 223660 tYARBUY SIRST (2) IN Kemp 7 10 4 SMcDaupN 

6 A564> NWlff CSOtoto (83) (D) Vte S BartMtoS 3D0 

A Writ (7) 

7 5442S0 DBfflM(7)MlsSSmriS100 atari GaMt 

- 7 dodarad- 

Uttwam wOfrc IOst Tne rwtcapweigic: Msdre Down 9nX2*vE«m- , 
Pter9aim 

gnwfe 6-11 IMo, S-l ftaptimd Iteato. 7-1 Kara Batting, 10-ltxanood ! 
Mkt, Btafeter. 201 Mdta Corel, 33-a D-Artta Sheet 


6 002405 aMMKB(CT)BUme8)fl7 813 1 Wearer 13 

7 aw TITOS (487) John Bay 6 8 11 IQtall 

6 60016-4 ROSE OF f&jEHN {£)) (C) B (tefog56 10 GCtoferff 

9 166005 AB6ttllIERUa(7)JLftare589 IFEffn2 

10 138430 ACQUnUt.(127)JMadM4 98 _Ji Varley (3) 5 

11 503350 MtlltA8K(7)J Norton 488 0efoGfonn3 

12 stffCTEJQB. M Jonrenn 4 fi 5 7 WMmh9 

13 600400 TOOLS 0FnDE(7) RHotoohead 483 Fl«ndi(7)10 

~13 d ecia ad- 

BEITTNG: 7-2 El Wdo, 54 Sapcnaodel, 51 Rose Of Ginm, 51 Acqrft- 
taL 7-1 Btofjr, 8-1 Tristan'* Cooref, 1DJ. Fnt, 14-1 other* 

fo rtel RYEGRASS HANDICAP STAKES (CLASS 
t==J F) (DIV B) £3^00 6f 

1 013005 PURSUANCE (9) (D)J Ba*irg4 100 ]bfond>(7)4 

2 *03015 M0STWWIY(42)TOJBeny497 

lame Wetata (7)3 

3 30X110 MY CHBffnVQl (41) (CO) L Uoyd-tacs 69 7 

Khnbettoy Hret (7) 8 

4 002005 FNREY HRBiy (34) (0) U Camacho 59 5 — LChamocfcS 

5 020020 NXAHRA (4^ R KotahEed 5 9 0 I«taw2 

6 2COQ0 snBPCARIDQNplS) (C0)SBownng88 12 

CTrea»Rll 

7 334435 BMSAS(139(C0)CFtetust981D WWo«to7 

6 053204- SPSTT SNAPS PfflDE (109) P Qroel 4 B 5 _6 Carter 6 

9 050500 CHUBU01QCBHVI483 NKmedyl 

10 00005 SBOOUS FACT (43) S« Max Presoa 4 8 1 OBanfoeffS 

U OOtWOfr DiAMtWD BANELE(43) CEIsey 4 7 10 NAdreslO 

- lldedared- 

MrBmum telgK 7a lOfo Due harxOcap edge Otomonf Bangs 7a 9b. 
BEfTtNfe 02 Sjpeafy Soapc ftfrie, Host tfepidy. 6-1 aeoy (Mfe, T-l 
Pwarerr, Mreeaert Ratal, Ctenlto,8-1 totatoa. 12-1 rtton 


locci COWSUP LBfflTED STAKES (CUSS D) 

I J £5y450 lm 4f 

1 WE-U »RDW6H4(6HQp)MBni»n594 I0ataa(7)8 

2 155056 J0M«SACrn(D)DI%toJeraB692 -AMtaayl 

3 2000/- MaEB8tfB38)JRzGB8k)892 S Monte 2 

4 500201 CB£SnALCHMt0O)JE!n691 -RtJHto4 

5 52261- MIAMMA(B2}(qj6toer490 SDWBa»3 

6 41/3521- WJMTS TK vomer (223) (C) M JohnSUi 4 6 12 

1 Wearer & 

-Bdadared- 

SEITIffi 04 Cektaal CM, U4 Mafoelhe Veniet, 94 Katenta, 5 
lTertm Oem, 7-1 Ntoaegw, 01 Jam Art 


Jo ncl BHJFBFTt SEUJNG STAKES (CLASS F) 

l~gl£37S0 7f 

1 155501 SBCE0FPW0«rre)(QmDHchcA»T9 4 

«totamre5 

2 200305 AJ IDE SANDY n(Q 7 Breen 5 812 IFMaeS 

3 060000 CHAUSQHLAME(46)(C}(I8 RHdfotfiaad4812 

M Call to 14 

4 OJQ330 DESaffWVWSO(QOthrernan5812_j»Cdhm2 

5 10504-4 HRST60U) (7) ffl) J Wretor 7812 SDWne* 

6 1CO00 R*nSPW»«(49)WBsey6B12 0 Carter 2 

7 HCSH0N0URR8retkiai4812 DmMcKaonl2 

B 500600 IHfff(E]rsWBimB(80)((9JB8By5812 — la Total 6 

9 112421- SBtDaflL(Mte(O(D|MCan«f)Dl0ai2. 

LChanackU 

10 013404- JBSBraai£(4QPMeHn487 SSredmS 

11 444600 J0IHJLTNE5(195){QMBNtbcadqrA87 

to bun (7) 11 

12 100000 MBE)HoOD(94)(QBUBaet)n48 7 TWme 

13 006060 PACgCSWL(3)BPMtog487.^ la HVi ia Lapaz 10 

14 Q66420 RUratTSnMCE8S(233] MHreun-aB48 7 A Cart 7 

-Udadtoed- 

BETIHG: 5-2 Sense Of Priority, 01 Sea Devi, 9-2 Monkey's Kecking, 
01 AID* Sreoy, 01 Dasret krrefer, 14-1 RnperYafiteceis, M80M, 
101ntbere 

C l LADBROKE AU.-WEATHER SERIES HAND- 
l__ Z J ICAP (QUAUF1ER) (CLASS E) £4,500 lm 

1 350302- roRZJW(3BS8»rtig4Ifl0^ CXeape&U 

2 060000 QHtEWR (3) D H^dnines 49 13 ^.AHs&vrB 

3 3042-11 MAFl£ MY CQ A Btofcy 7 9 11 (6eQ P Robert* (7) 9 

4 03112-2 rtfiGY SPSffSt (d P) CF) C IhomBte 499. 

OwnkfcKaaiHiZ 

5 002140 0ABRaOfHOPE(49)(C3JEyre4&8 IRrtnal2 

6 01321-5 BBUAWSUMf (B) J Wenig595 ItedreU 

7 262/10 RJBBOITffl EMPRESS (113) WAHarBon495 — . 

( Stock (3)7 

S 340025 B06ART(3DCraaus592— WWtwtel 

9 055000 PAl>CEMEJO(41)(C)p)DOBpran581l) 

ACUbmS 

10 345530 8AMANAQIY(159PFd^489 JWMHrU 

11 OOOOO0 tWBW»BOY{7U0)Mtyan789 AOadt4 

12 000300- MAJOR SSDflFff (U2) MW EasWy4 8 2 Maloney 8 

13 000000 RED HOT IBSt (207) $ Campon 4 8 1 LCtotoddlS 

BEITMB: 52 Maple Bay, 4-1 tank, 02 Pfl«r Spancer, 7-1 Beefretos 
UN, M Sareann Cay, 1»1 Bogan, im. cAhen 


uAfoLsttviyMSHtNaa-vow) 4 - 

9 lav; 2. Cette (Sant 16-1; 3. Flying Gun- 
ner 15-2, 14 ran. 10, ftlMH Easaty, 
Maseru, thra: £150; £110. £180. £2.00. 
DF; £11-20. CSF; £12.58. Tna £4L00. 

L20: 3. LANSGOROUCH (PCBttnrDU 0 
15 far, 2. Xtacteoi£pB-l;3. UaeOpSoM 
7-2.33 no.3^. 3*. {GFBrt«l5.Cbeystnte). 
Ite £150: £180. £L5a £130- Dft £3.7Q 
CSF: £7^6. Trio; £3-40. t#t CuTCrt Mery. 

L50T 3. SGOT7DN BANKS (L dyer) 11- 
4; 2. in Stregow 54fov; 3. IMna tyireit 
4-1. 8 ran. 10, 10. (M H Easteftjy. Matofl). 
Tote: £4.00; £2J30, £1-20. £L9CL DF; £4^0. 
CSP £932. Thcasc £2 lsc. 

USX. i- FSttGD’ (PCateny) 51; 2. tkf- 


_ 7-1:3. WWte WBtw ll-L 15 ran. 9-2 
ewStateshteforot43Ttfotort. 7, lVr.CFMte- 
ptv. Wdtfchten). «k £aia £2Ja £A.20. 
£5.0a DF: £33.50. CSF; £43.10. Tntast 
£357.88. Trier £78,60. 

250: 3. Wi MULU0AN (R Jahrean) 3-1; 
2 Caff ft A Day 11-10 fw; 3. litre Va( 8-1. 
8 m 15. & (Nod T Onve. LEmboun). Dta: 
fitltt £Lfla £L50, £L7a DR:£A3aC^ 
£6.72- 

3JK 2 MASTER BOSTON (LVfyer) 11- 
S far: 2. NHtsndfrGCMiBl 01; 2 Strang 
Doefll-2. Stan. 6. & RWootSme, Yorti J. 
Tote: £2.30; £UO. £250. CF; £12.70, CSF. 
1 11-85 . NR: Over The Bote. 

3^0: L OWENS QUEST (R Route) 01; 

2 Neftegfftydl fevrS. TopatfiMMrttera®- 

tog 7-L 14 ran. 6, -h. (T Etotefo^on, Mel- 


urn). TotK IBAO; £2.70. £L70. £150. DF: 
£20.90- CSF: £3277. Tneasc £2225& Tikr 
£47 30. 

PtecepoC £11.00. Qurefoot: £16J0. 
Plnee 8: £&7L Ran ft £8.63. 

WINCANTON 

124a &. MSIER MOROSE (C Uora^) 
13-2; 2. Hocdad Hnta lD-i- 3. fito IMrnM 
12-1. 17 ran. 9-4 tar (ggre. 20. 5 l- (N 
TwBtorvDevteS, Chriterhem). Tote £030; 
£200. £S80, £3.40. Dual ForaedSC £47.10. 
CSR £7890 Tfo: £52.00 Non AflR Gtne 
For Lunch. 

Lift L WIU> WEST WIND U F Tffley) 0 
4 tar. 2. The Contain^ Wish 101; 0 
Sen sue Aran 33-1. 17 ran. 5. 3Vi (Mas 
H Kfega. WaraagB). Trite £3.10: E1.60 


£2.70, £12. «X OF: £13 JO. CSF; £26.50. 
Trio: £223.00. NSt Decide Yourseff. 

1j 40: 1. LYING EYES (I G ftraeri 0K 2. 
tnayronGmll-2;0Ho>jMlD-l;4wDra- 
atafo Ewirt 16-1. 28 ran. 7-2 fov Como W 
(6to). 13. 0 (W Tuner, Sherborne). Tote 
£10.50; £2-10. £1.00, £2-90. £830. OF: 
0530. CSR £5157. Trtcast £423.73. Tta 
fPTIfiQ Non Ruvwr Chrs'eGten. 

21ft 1 DUBUN FUER (B POteaB ewns; 
2 irawdo 01 0 TWnc FtaCdrip 3 1 4 
ran. 7,0 (Copt T Forster, wantage). Tote 
£3. SO. DF; £2 70. CSF; £4.02. 

24ft 1 ROBHS PfflDE (I Dsecombe) s- 
1 2. frit PnWdrth 7-Z 0 Dteohro SO-L 
18 ran. 2-1 far Hfreo. Roots. 5. 3. {C 
ftjpriam. Tatfoflsn). Tate [6.70; £140, 
£2.10. £4200 DF: £9130. CSF: £2041 Tta 


sport 

AAA meet 
given the 
necessary 
protection 

Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


The AAA Championships and 
niak, which lost the sponsorship 
of KP last year, has been de- 
livered into a safe pair ofliands. 

Seotricor have taken over the 
event - and the Crystal Palace 
Grand ftis later in the season 
- for the next two years, with an 
option on a third year. The deal 
is worth around £2ai over three 
years. 

The British Athletic Federa- 
tion has still to secure a deal for 
television rights to domestic 
meetings once their agreement 
with 1TV runs out at the end of 
this year. But peter Radford, the 
BAF executive chairman, ex- 
pressed confidence that contin- 
ued coverage would be secured. 

u! Ws arc actively discussing the 
matter with three major broad- 
casters," he said. “I don't believe 
we have a problem at all.” The 
latest deal has been secured by 
the Federation itself, rather than 
the agency which has acted on 
their behalf for the last lOyears. 
Alan Pascoe Associates. 

Radford reiterated that the 
AAA Championships and trials 
would be closed to all but British 
athletes, that automatic Olympic 
places would be given to the first 
two in each event - subject to 
qualifying standards - and that 
athletes would be obliged to 
compete in events for which they 
sought selection. 

Radford did not respond di- 
rectly to Jonathan Edwards' 
reported desire to commit him- 
self to the triple jump in the Eu- 
ropean Cup eany in the season 
in exchange for being allowed 
to prepare for the Olympics in 
his own way. But Tony Ward, the 
BAF spokesman, played down 
the possibility. “Once you start 
opening the door for one ath- 
lete, ft gets pushed open by a 
dozen others.” he said. 


Old Loughts 
without Halls 
and Thompson 

Hockey 

BILL CO LWI Id- 


Old Loughtonians, the English 
champions, wfl) be without Julian 
Halls and Nick Thompson, who 
are on duty for Great Britain 
against Malaysia at Bisham 
Abbey, when they start the de- 
fence of their title at East Grin- 
stead tomorrow and on Sunday 
in the preliminary round of the 
Indoor Chib Championship. 

Even so, with three of the six 
teams to qualify for finals’ night, 
they look likely to make it, 
along with St Albans and the 
host chib. All three are very ex- 
perienced indoor campaigners. 

A surprise package could be 
the West London Institute of 
Higher Education side, who 
include the English interna- 
tionals Peter Gibb ins. Mark 
Ftearo and James Whll/s and are 
led by Surbiton's Daniel Geach. 

Guildford's lan Jennings ap- 
pears once again in (be Si Albans 
squad, along with Ben Cope and 
the German Under-21 interna- 
tional, Henning Tewes - both 
playing for Oxford University. 

La the other section at Fenhs- 
well in Worcester, Barford 
Tigers look to be the only firm 
favourites to go through, but the 
teamwork of Hull and Don- 
caster could give them the edge 
to move on to the Crystal Palace 
finals' night- 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


Football 

JEWSON EASTBM LEAGUE Premier DM- 
skm: Sutfouiy Wanderers v Haverrt* Ftoverc 
(7.45). 

FA! HARP USER CUP First round: fohtane 
v Monagnan (00); Bohemians v Moyle Park 
Colege (7.45); st Patrick's AihieDc v wotk- 
mar® Dun Laogiave (7-45); Waterford v Gal- 
way 77.45). 

Rugby league 

STONES CENTENARY CHAMPIONSHIP: 

Cashetora v Bradtort Northern 77301. 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Tta land Open auatifrere (Black- 
pool/. 

SQUASH: QM Notional ChamptontoipspJe- 
bastoo Priory Club, Birnwgiam). 

TABLE TEWriS; Olympic quaMy<r£ axmamert 
(Nyftex Ai&a. Mafetoastefl. 


iterate 8839 -II 1171 
CeoaoectaryOKJ?*- Ill 175 

. . amforeurti'ipanBn «P3»4 - 

. . ..EafedreBrit^mabtapere, 

• • «Hre;tto*«ranrtaa. 


£30830 (£395.17 to Arad 2-05 today) 
Uft 1. NORMAN CONQUEROR (G Mo- 
CouTJ 20-1; 2. Snotty Bay 9-2; 3. Recto- 
ry Garde* 6-1. 14 ran. 4-1 fw Gipa Valu 
(puted i*». 032.(7 Thomson Jones, Upper 
ixiftoun). Tote £36.60; £5.60. £140. 
£2.80. DF: £8080. CSF: £367.55. Tncast 
£57060. TfiO: £46040. 

04ftlUAaEDERRMS (C Vewetyn 4- 
5 tavr 2. Cantg flencor 20-1; 3. Ilf Ptay- 
foD 14-3; 4. KoCs PiobJm 14-1. 17 ran. 
4, 13. IN Twteton-Dawes, OWienhsm). 
Tote £3.80; £3-10, £4.10. £2-10. £L50. 
Df: £41.40. CSF: £22^0. Tncast £160.40 
Tim £127.10. NR: Super Sharp. 

Jackpot: not won (£40471.04 to ASM! tD- 
daj3.Ftecepct£»0OO.fta(foofe Z17Z50. 
PtaM 6: £45084. Ptaoe ft mi. 49. 


FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

089 1 - T 68- 16 8 
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sport 


Webster 


survives 


inquisition 


He announced his arrival on the scene 
by leading the Open as an amateur. 
Now, as Tim Glover reports from Cadiz, 
Steve Webster is primed for life as a pro 


O ne day Steve Webster is 
leading the Open Cham- 
pionship, the next he is 
working as a hired hand at a pay 
and play course for £15 a day. 
As he embarks on a career as 
a professional golfer, the lad 
from Shakespeare country ap- 
pears to have the necessary ar- 
mour to withstand the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune. 

Webster, who will be 21 next 
week, has several things going 
for him. He can, of course, play 
competitive golf to a high stan- 
dard but then so can hundreds 
of other young people who re- 
alise that. National Lottery 
apart, winning tournaments can 
make you seriously rich. 

What separated Webster 
from most of the resL last year 
was that he won the stiver 

medal as lead- 

ing amateur at 
the Open at St 
Andrews and 


with Sandy Lyle and outscored 
him and in the fourth did the 
same thing to the American Ken 
Green. Webster's rounds of 70, 
72, 74 and 73 won him the am- 
ateur prize ahead of Gordon 
Sherry and Tiger Woods. “If I 
hadn't qualified for the Open I*d 
have probably stayed an ama- 
teur.** Webster said. “It proved 
that I could play with the pro- 
fessionals." 

It is as well that be has a good 
relationship with his caddie, 
Simon Lilley, a 30-year-old 
sheet metal worker who has a 
handicap of five. Hie Spanish 
Inquisition has nothing on the 
tortuous qualifying school 
process. Webster missed out on 
the first stage of pre-quafifyinc 
and only turned professional af- 
ter finishing second at pre- 
qualifying 


then vindicated 
his decision to 
turn profes- 
sional by finish- 
ing (op of the 
European lour 
Qualifying 

School at San 

Roque here in 

November. It was a priceless 
double, one that may never be 
repeated. 

Midway through the second 
round at St Andrews, Webster 
had a six-foot putt at the seventh 
for a birdie which would not 
only put him at six under for the 
championship but would also 
put his name at the top of the 
leaderboard. He rolled in the 


‘If I hadn’t 
qualified for the 
Open I’d have 
probably stayed 
an amateur 


putt and a big smile crossed his 

fa> 


face. He was still leading when 
they got to the 10th and for the 
first time he ignored the advice 
of his caddie who told him to hit 
an iron off the tee. Instead he 
used the driver, found a bunker, 
had to come out sideways and 
was suddenly back in the pack. 

In the third round he played 


school. That 
got him into the 
final six rounds 
at San Roque 
and G uadalm e- 

na_ 

After the 
first six holes he 
was five over 
par. “What’s 
wrong?" he 
said to Lilley. 4 ! 
can’t feel my hands." “Don’t 
worry,” Lilley replied.“Ybu’ve 
got 102 hole’s to go." His ag- 
gregate of 422 - eight under - 
over the six rounds was the best 
of the 41 players who qualified 
for their Tour cards. 

This week Webster and the 
other survivors returned to San 
Roque for a for more agreeable 
experience: the Apollo training 
school which is designed to 
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Making a splash: The tour's finisHrq; school behind him, Steve Webster looks to a bright future Photograph: All sport 


equip the card-holders for life 
on Tour. The teaching panel is 


headed by John Jacobs, Tommy 
Horton and Denis Pugh; 
Harold Swash deals with 
putting, led Pollard with fitness 
and Alan Fine with psychology. 
European Tour officials, spon- 
sors, agents and even the press 


also mark the players* cards. 

The Apollo mission (the 
company makes golf shafts) 
covers just about every eventu- 
ality the modern player can face, 
bar divorce. An old-standing 
joke at the finishin g school is 
that if Apollo doesn't shaft you 
the International Management 
Group will. 

Webster, who at 15 chose golf 
instead of football (he was at 
Coventry City’s school of ex- 
cellence), comes from Aiher- 
stone, the town that produced 
the Ryder Cup player Paul 
Broadhurst. “The advice he 
gave me,” Webster sard, “was 
not to miss Apollo week and to 
be careful over my choice of 
agent” 


Webster listened to five po- 
tential suitors before opting 
for the biggest and the most 
successful, Mark McCormack's 
IMG. “They’re based in 26 
countries,” Webster said,” so 
far a start if I turn up at some 
strange airport I know there'll 
be somebody there to help 
me." For such considerations 
Webster, who has signed a 
three-year contract, will have to 
forego 10 per cent of any prize 
money he wins and 25 per cent 


of any sponsorship deal nego- 
I. The Dubliner 


tinted by IMG. 

Padraig Harrington, almost a 
veteran at 24, has also signed 
with IMG. His insurance poli- 
cy is that be has spent five years 
qualifying as an accountant. 


“If there’s one thing I've 
learnt," Harrington said, “it's 
that you need to employ an ex- 
pert." 

It costs about £1,000 a week 
to play on Tour and Webster’s 
career has been subsidised so far 
by his parents. Terry and VhL His 
father makes fibreglass bodies 
for taxis and his mother has tak- 
en three jobs. There is not just 
Steve to consider but his 17-year- 
old sister. Dawn, who is a 
dancer. “1 don’t know what she 
hopes to do," Steve said, “but 
she's good at it. All the money 
our parents have made they've 
spent on us. It would be lovely 
to pay them back." 

The European Tour starts 
later this month in Singapore and 


goes on to Australia and South 
Africa before arriving in Europe. 
Most of the wannabes will not 
have an agent nor even a regu- 
lar caddie but Webster will have 
an extra mouth to feed. Simon 
Lilley has decided to give up his 
job in the metal industry in the 
hope of earning some brass car- 
rying Webster’s bag. “We're 
good friends and he knows my 
game," Webster said-“m pay his 
expenses. It's a big risk but 
maybe after a year it will pay oft" 
Less than a year. Yesterday 
Webster won £1,500, first prize 
in the Apollo Challenge, a pro- 
am event at a saturated San 
Roque. Webster shot 71. a re- 
markable score given the condi- 
tions, and won by three strokes. 



French . 

their rebel trio 


Bi.gbv Union 

STEVE BALE 


The French 

S-S-SSss 

retiSdnglate from pJayWB ■ £ 

SomhAfrica byrestonngthera 

to the team to face England in 
Paris a week tomorrow 
- But the return of Truerry 
Lacroix at stand-off and Ohvw 
Roumat and Laurent Catannes 
in the pack was offset by the ex- 
dusionof the prop, Laurent 
BSndzecfa, who led a players re- 
volt about the treatment of fos 
comrades and has new been 
dropped for his trouble. The two 
things may not be unconnected. 
Such are the Byzanune ways 

■ ClIlF 


Fabien Pelous rowing fq No* 
Srra lock and AbdelBepk^ta 
blind side from Np . 

D A number of thisssfe wShe 

familiar to those who marisefieff 


ire me ■ .< 

of French rugby, though, the ade 

andy beefed up by me 
c ■ _ iUnu>" nhn art 


is signifi cantly w— — r -j 
“South African three", who are 
among five changes from the 
team for both Tests - one won. 
one lost — against the All Blacks. 
Fit again, Jean-Micbel Gonza- 



arnooKeraionB&iue* - i — 

new cap, the 26-year-old Tbulon- 
nais Michael Ferid. 


Lacroix’s choice instead ot 
Alain Penaud enables France to 
continue with their 20 -year-old 
centres, Richard Dourthe and 
Thomas Castaignfede, and there 
is a reshuffle in the back row 
with Philippe Benetton injured 
and Alain Carminati dropped. 


Cud final last aumutf, not 
Castaignede but aboEmfle Nfr 
made, Christian CSHteoaS^ 
intriguing scrum-half Ph^ppe 
Carbonncau. a comentaus 

rhnice given that he plays® the 

Centre alongside CaStfeStfcfc 

for the French ch ampfans . . 

Ireland’s team to play .Scot- 
land in Dublin on the same day 
contains two changes from the 
team who beat the UmtedSfates 
in Atlanta. Peter Oohessy comes 
in for Paul WhUace atpropaad 
jeremy Davidson _ for wtor 
rnsteUo at blind-side fla nke r. 
The ex-AU Black fall-back John 
Gallagher is in the A team to 
play Scotland A next Friday. ... 

FRANCE (v BO”** 

B Danihe (Dan, T wi i m IBM* (wmoutt). 
p SSSXdrt (Montfensno. CSW.TUonfe 

nv^ni kM Gonzstee (B*>TXre>. C CaCfap 

j °gj *!ga.ysaL F n i sBg t. 

Km* rSSSo* (Total), h c 

CToukxisel. — 

Msasssaa*- 

ISeSUM (NcrtwrtaW. 



. ■ - 


nSagg jl 


ptewsfl (NewwsUei. T Kmetaw ff toW ta.. 
cuhessy (Young Munster). 6 fitaiMH- 

■ta. P M m (PtWP^ uO 
iConsatuWml- RBp hKWW Itaf. W-WM Wat-, 
rrel P Bulls IConsOUHV. N HcRm (TWUI. 

H Huriery “ 

fW u rU m i' 4 J U yi). D MeBrlda (MawtCk 
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Paris are prepared 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 


The Super League side based 
in Paris took its most convinc- 
ing step forward so far yester- 
day when 70 players look part 
in trials in Toulouse. 

The players, predominantly 
French but including more than 
20 from the southern hemi- 
sphere, will eventually be 
pruned to a squad of 25." 

Super League’s internation- 
al board chairman, Maurice 
Lindsay, said the trials were the 
most concrete evidence so far 
that the French dub, based 
around the Paris St-Germain 
football organisation, will be 
ready for their first match - and 
the competition’s opening tie - 
at home to Sheffield Eagles on 
29 March, despite doubts about 
their progress. “People who 


think they are going to be 
slaughtered are underestimating 
the strength of the side they wffl 
put out." Lindsay said. 

Both Wigan and St Helens 
are delaying the selection, of. 
their sides for the final of the 
Regal Trophy in Huddersfield 
tomorrow. Wigan’s coach, 
Graeme West, is concerned 
about Kelvin Skerrett’s back in- 
jury. but he has NeD .. Cotyie 
available again after suspension. . 

Saints "could leave itheir 
choice for a match which is 
heading for a 19,500 sell-out as 
late as tomorrow morning, and 
believe that all six of their pli- 
ers under treatment could come 
into contention. ’ 

Peter Roe. who resigned as 
coach of Barrow earlier this 
week, has been appointed coach 
at Swiolon. He succeeds Tony 
Barrow, who becomes their 
chief executive. 


The 
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Questions of Sport 



£40,000 to be won 


Today we are giving you another sporting chance to win an 
instant cash prize of up to £1,000 in our Questions of 
Sport scratch card game. 

As well as the daily instant cash prizes, there is a weekly 
accumulator prize of £5,000 to be won. 

In last Saturday’s paper, and the Independent on Sunday, 
there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch card 
which contains eight games, allowing you to play daily 
until today, Friday 12 January. Tomorrow we will give you 
another Questions of Sport scratch card. 


HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Friday 12 January. 
Below are three sporting questions, 
each with three possible answers 
coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Twenty two, either 
A,B or C in the Q22 column then 
repeat for Q23 and Q24. 


THE QUESTIONS 

Q22 Which of the foHowing cities 
has two or more Premiership 
football teams? 

A: Birmingham 
B: Manchester 
C: Nottingham 


IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE letter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on any one section on any 
one day, you win that amount 
After you have played the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed, if your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. 


Q23 Which British ex-Formula 
One Grand Prix champion plans 
to launch his own team? 

A: Nigel Mansell 
B: Damon Hill 
C: Jackie Stewart 


Q24 Which American golfer Is 
irick-named 'Wild Thing’? 

A: Jack Nicholas 
B: Fred Couples 
C: John Daly 


HOW TO CLAIM 

If you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £10 or under. DO 
NOT PHONE. Taka the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PLUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £10, phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 
4pm Monday to Saturday. 
Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Menzies, Forbuoys, Martins/RS 
McCoil, Dillons, Gibbs, Macs, 
Supercigs, United News Shops, Star 
News, K Balfour. Eason, GT News, 
Raperchain - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

ff you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box 60, Burnley, 
BB10 1SH. 


SOME OF OUR WINNERS SO FAR: 

Graham Bowen 

from Caerfyrddin . Dyfed - £1.000 
Morten Svendsen 

from Newcastle-upon-Tyne - £1,000 
Martin Smith 

from Lichfield, Staffordshire - £250 

TTiurstan Robinson 

from Hartley Wintney, Hants - £250 

John Anderson 

from Bromley, Kent - £100 

Terrance Whiskin 

from Ware, Hertfordshire - £100 

Susan Ralph 

from London - £50 

John Gould 

from London - £50 

Keith Harris 

from London - £25 


RULES AS PREVIOUSUT 
PUBLISHED 



QUESTIONS OF SPORT 
CLAIM COUPON i 

Friday 12 January 1996 « 

To claim prizes up to £10 • 

DO NOT PHONE i 

I 

Take this coupon to any of the ! 

participating Newsagents listed who | 

will give you your prize instantly. j 

I 

NAME I 

ADDRESS * 

i 

i 

i 

m i 

POSTCODE ; 

TELEPHONE ; 

Jo the Newsagent: Please check j 

the card is correct and give the > 

reader the value of their prize. Send ! 

this coupon or details supplied on J 

plain paper together with the J 

winning card to your head office for » 

full redemption. ■ 


JUST THE TICKET: A guide to what’s on where for the sporting spectator 


This weekend 

TODAY 

SAILING: London International Boat Show 
(Earis Court. Londonl. TTie London Show & one 
the boat snows n Che wwtt. More than 
650 ertbaoiE wnfl show 850 craft and wind- 
surfas. The latesi etertronc eq^pment. chan - 
dteiy, holidays afloat, tradmansl wooden 
boatbutang and crafts from our manna her- 
itage are Jua nart of the comprehensive 4s- 
play. There w* be an itamadon stand on hw* 


PICK OF THE DAY 


Sunday/Cydo-cross 
National Championships 
Sutton Coldfield 


» «t started n saAn& Opening times: today 
and mmfflTTW 10am- 7pm. Sunday 14 Janu- 


ary lOarrvfi pm. Admsson: £8.50 adults dai- 
ly. Two accompanied children under- 16 
admitted tree, acUoonal children £&50. 
OAPs £R50. Ei»y aflw 4pm £550 Eads Cont 
Warwick Road. London SW5 (Tel: 071-370 
8311) a opposite Earts Court lube station IDts- 
tnct and Piccadilly Ires). 

SQUASH: QM National ChampwnsWps lEflft- 
basion). Dei Hama and MartvChalonef. mem- 
ben of the squad that gave England Btehr first 
win in Tha World Team Champwtshtp last No- 
vember ei Caro, are on course far a serru-fi- 
net meeting arm a possible find against the 
Scottish No 1 seed. Parer NJed, the worid No 
4 who dominates the top half of the draw, 
though he has the defending chanvxon 
Stephen Meads, of Berkshire. In his half. Har- 
n&.theZSjeaMjid farmer viortd junior cham- 
pion from Esser who reached the World Open 
final In Cyprus n November, e seeded sec- 
ond wtwe Lincoln's 23-year-old Chaioner is 
ranked fourth. In the women's evem, Cassre 
Jackman, the 1993 British cftamptfxi from Nor 
Wk-GWooeoded to meet the defeodng cham- 
pion Fiona Geaves. of Gloucester, n the 
semi-final, whfle the second seed. Yorkshire's 
Suzanne Homer, me 1994 winner, should meet 
Sue Wngfn, We Kent player took £f» to- 
ne in 1992. in the other aan-finaL Only Lin- 
da Chomwn. of Sussex, the surprise finakst 
of lest year, or Northumbna's Jane Mann are 
hMy to offer a senous chaltengi to The top 
seeds. Admissron: today: £5 rover tomorrow: 
£5 rarer. Sunday, tad ouc Monday, sold out. 
Pn&arrane: today second round sessions at 
1.45pm and 6.45pm. Tomomw. quarter-fi- 
nals 1pm and 5.30pm. Sunday: Son-finals 
2.15pm and 5pm. Monday: Final? 7nm. &t& 
tuston Poor* duo, Sir Harry's Road. Edgras- 
tnn. BuTTungnarn. (TO. 0121 440 2492j. 
SWIMMING: Speedo Grand Pro Meet (War- 
nrgtoni. The thml meeting on tffa Speedo Grand 
Pm errant mares to Lancashire tor the Wsr- 
rmgun Warriors 1396 Open MeeL Today ana 
tomorrow heats starts at 9.30am. mtn finals 
at 5J30pm. On Sunday, the programme es 9am 
and 4.15pm. Woolstan Leisure Centre. Hall 
Road, Wooteton, Wamngran, Lancashire. fTei: 
01925 813939). 

TABLE TEMM& European Olympic QuaMyng 
Tournament iftiianchestert. Andrea HoH. Usa 
Lomas. Alrsun Brae and Ms town Synd seek 
fa hook ther places aL tne OyropK Games. 
Programme: today lOam-lOpm ladmasron: 
adiits £3. £2. evening only £2; children £1; 
under- fives fteej. Tomorrow Haro- 9pm (£4, 


Sutton Park, Sutton Coldfield, 
proved so successful a venue last 
year that this season’s National 
Championships will again be held 
at the West Midlands course. The 
senior open championship promis- 
es to be an exerting affair. Barrie 
Clarke, of Team Raleigh, is the de- 
fending champion who this sea- 
son is already the runaway leader 
of National Trophy series and this 
form makes him pre-race favourite. 
Last year Roger Hammond, the 
South Western RC amateur, start- 


ed favourite, having won in 1994, 
but he finished a disappointing 
sixth. This time, Hammond has re- 
stricted his appearances to reach 
peak form for this championship 
and he has beaten Clarke on three 
occasions this season. Nick Craig, 
the Diamond Back rider, will also 
figure. He was a dose second to 
Hammond in 1994 and third last 
year. His winning mood this term 
is confirmed by his conwndng vic- 
tory in the Leicester round of the 
National Trophy in December. 


MJCBV UNION: Saturday: Fmg rimers' Oaft 
pnntap: France v Engfcmd (2.0) fat Pom da 
Primes. Paris); toetaxl v Scotland (3.0) (aim 
doom Road. DubSnl. Swafac Cup fiftti round 
RACING: Saturday: LMGHQJD (AW FM£ as 
Tuesday. (L23. Cattoricfc as Fnday. OZ45L 
Hoyriocfc: County Stand £15: Taaereafc £3; 
Newton Stand £4 (OAPs half-price m Tanw- 
safe and Newton Stand). (12- 


Ciub 115, Juniors (16 fa 25-year-aHs) £12 
Grandstand £10; Stiver Ring £5. CLIO). 


How to get there: Sutlofl Parti, Sutton CoW- 
fteW. West Mxflands, fe 500 metres west of 
tfw town centre. Raorgproeamme: supporting 
event for juveniles 10.30am; jurkjrdvampkcn- 
stvp 11JO am: under- L 2 s support race 
12l30pm: women's championship 1pm; ee- 
na olumpnnsNp 2J0pm. Spectating H (rea. 


£3; £1, evening only £2; free). Sunday 
"i II; freer. Weehcnd nchet 


10am-6pm (£5; 
fSacSunj I7.SO adults. £2 cMdim 15 and 
under. Nynex Arena. Victoria Station, Hunts 
Bonk. Manchasrar. fTef: 0161 950 50001. 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL FA Caring Premiersnp, Endstaffi 
Leo& re and Bcfl'i Scottish Leagje pra- 
Eramfnes. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Regal Trophy final: Wigan v 
St Helens (3.0) for Alfred McAtohc Stadium. 
Hudderstekf). 

RUGBY UMON: Couraoe iXis' QrarrwwRd^ 
Heroehen Welsh Lea^io and Tainem's Scot- 
tish Championship Reganal League. 

RACING (National Hunt untess statad): 
UNGBEtD (AW Fliith M onctasures £9 
(12.50). Ascot: Members CIO (Junior Mem- 
bers 36-25 veers, half pnoel: Grar nfca and and 
Pftttxfc HO; S4rer 0.01. Noworedta 


Cfato £12; TanenalB 19; Stiver Rpw £4 l£2 
tor OAPs and regsiEiBdtlfcflbleil). (12.40). Wan- 
uitrliT rn* n? nr; in muiiiit rra- Tat. 


- 



wide Club £12 (16 to 24 war-olds £61; Tat 
rerafis £8; Course £5. tl2.25). 

ATHLETICS; BseboS UK Inter-Counbcs Cross 
Country Owmpwrehips tLuiom Thocrunefar 
the 64th run nn£ erf mo mirr-coumres crum- 
ponshsn at Wifynore Vadey Park, Luton, tus 
oeen twsod m me one usod lor UsJ jwr's rw- 
honoi OvTmpunsrvps Wraifee (4 its •*vWcn>mt 
natuevvhen pissed ft«mmpe«ars faduied 
in tne entry from some 50 coumm and 6a- 
irtcu are last's- senior Miners. Spencer Du- 
vat. from Sroffamshl ro. and Luev EBiWt. of 
Hertfa«KJi»e. Spoetnunce free. Rw 10-race 
pra^ammesurtiarnoffli. wtDiinetifVormeri 
Etartme last .Tt 3 .30pm. Wi^nore VMey Parti. 
Luton, is nest to me a upon. Paiwnp. is at me 
end of Prestoenrs way at arpon. «*« £2 
per car. use Sptofasiii Pmt(t .nwi Pcretwi Way 

- there is nc parking aiWifynoic or arhwmrc 
roods, 

BASKETBALL: 7-UP Trophy final iBummc 
ham). In the first rrufar find of the season Lon 


don Towra meet Worthing Bears at the NEC. 
Bmrwigham, the first tome bom dubs haw 
reached the final. Oi presenl farm, the dubs 
haw met twice this season, with a inn 
aprece. The final starts a 7,15pm. Tickets: 
adults £10. LB, £6. children £6. £4. Nation- 
al Erfvtrtton Centre, Birmingham e oft junc- 
tion sot of M42 from Ml and M6. (Ticket office 
0121-780 4133). 

CYCLING: Jack Fete her Memorial Super 
Lea&re iMancheaeri. Fiw teams of ogrt no- 
ers. represenunfl Manchester, London, Edav 
burgh. Cardiff and Btfnwgjiam. corteet the 
leegpe over ft* weeks. This is the second meet- 
ing and starts at 7pm. Admesson: £4 adults. 
£2 cntidrenteoncesaons, £10 famHy ticket. Na- 
tional Cycling Centre. Manchester Velodrome, 
Stuart Street, ts located otf Asmon Ofa Ffaad, 
between Manchester and Ashuxi-iaider-Lyiie. 
near Drayteden and reached fiom AG62 «a Cor- 
bett Street. (Tel: 0181 323 2244). 
RNCM&KeJum Homes ScaUsh Open Champ- 
lonshfps (Sbrtng). More than 200 compedtora 
from Bntan and Ireland haw entered the flag- 
*ip ot Scottish fencing. The event has attracted 
more ouisJde interest tha year as me louma- 
ment fus Deen wefudefl in me British ranking 
pants scheme for the toa time. Scoto* fenceis 
imII have the chare* to gwi poetts &*kh& tooth 
Scrtlisit and British team selecinn. Pro- 
gramme: tomorrow: 10am man's fad. UL30am 
women’s loti. J-5pm finals. Sunday: IDam 
Men's ep4e. 11.30am women's epee, noon 
mcefl saore. 5pm finals. Spectaong Is tree. 
University of Slirbng, 

GREYHOUND RACING: Fosters Gold Cup 
(WnUtaton). FTra race a at 7 JQpm. Admts- 
aon: £4 G ra ndstand. £Z50 Popular enclosure. 
Wimbledon Sfadum. Ptoudi Lane. London 

swir. Ha: oi6j 946 room. 

SUNDAY 

FOOTBALL: FA Carting Premiership: Cwentty 
v Newcastle (4.0). Ehdslei^i league Fhst O- 
vwon: Btonm^iam v Charlton (2.55); Skm- 
denand v Norwich (XD). Befl^E Scomsh LaaRue 
Premier Dunoon: Aberdaan v CetOr i3.0l. 
RUGBY LEAGUE: SPh Cut Choaen®! cup^ thud 
round: Stones Centenary demprontad: Hat- 
Ifax v wamngton (3.0): Woridngton v OUham 
(3.0). Ost Ontsron: Dewsbury v Whdehaven 
13.0): Hull v Widnes (3 JSj; Xd0tley v Badey 
(3.15); RochdEke v Feetharetone (3.0); Wahe- 
fietd v Salford (3.301. 

CYCLD-CROS& National CtBmporahlps (see 
PreHl. Otnar evens: Shoftabary <^cSn£ Oub 
(Brentwood). First race Is al 10am. with me 
main race at 11.30om Etrentwood Park. War- 
ley Gap, Brarmnod, Essex, ooff A 1023 from 
W-Wk*i 28 ot M75. VOOnt Votuii. (HanwcU, 
Wost London). The meet mg. whrCh mduflea a 
mountain b>M race m lam. aarts at neon, wim 
the maw mco al 3pm. Ettnome Par*. Bostoan 
Manor Raad. HjroreU. Ujn<fan W7. Aran and 
Somerset Codec CC (Brand 10.15am and 
llatt. Woootousc Scout Camp. Todongan. 
rs o(f A38 Gfaunster low north o( Etam. from 
Mtctran 16 of M5. Ogmora Vnfley Mftntf- 
era i Port tailM). 10.46am and 11.30am. 
M«®om Country Park. Port faBxrt. West 
Ctomargan. B SifYipested Horn pwebon 39, MJ. 
Norm H.^npsnre Road Cfah tBasingpoke). The 


fan Orient Boa’s Sc ot tish LeaQie P r em ier 
Division: FidhttivAbenfaen; Mottietwefl vKl- 
mamock (7.45): PartK* v Hioemian. Hret OP 
vtsfaiB Ajrdne v St Mimen; Clydebank v 
Dutdee: Greenock Motion v Dunleimme. Sec- 
ond DMatauBavrickv Aye Montrose v Snan- 
raer Stenhousemmr v Forfar. Third DMstetE 
Alloa v Cowdenbeath: Bredim « /uoroath. 
Wednesday: FA Cup tMid round replays: 
Manchester City v Leicester (7.45): Nwcatr 
de v Chelsea (7.45); Nottingham Fbrestv Stoke 
(7.45); Sheffield UW v Arsenal (7.45): Sax*- 
oon v Everron; Tottenham v Hereford (7.45); 
Vfcnbiedon v Watford (7,45): Wohwttamptnn 
v Brmn^am i7.45). BeTs Scottish Leaaw 
Premier Dhriehm: Hearts v Celtic. Bcott ra h 


Second Division: Oyde v Queen erf 
6- Third Dhrtslocc. 


die south: East Fife v Surfing. 

Lwigston vCatedonanThksve. Aiqpo-ttnBan 
Ciqi sead-ltaul: Genoa v Satanttana (6.0). 
RUGBY LEAGUE: Tuesday: Stares Ctatmay 
Cttsmiiionship: Wgan v Bradford (7 JO). 


ship: Oldham v Wamraaon (7.30); Si Helens 
cos (7.5)1. Second DMaton: 


Plan ahead 

For the first time, all the five Nations' 
Championship countries will be com- 
peting tn the Hong tong seven-a-ewe 
fug&y union tourrwnent. jot rang New 
Zealand, the champions, and South 
AWca, the World Cup holders. Held at 
the 40,000-seat Government Statflum, 
Causeway Bay, this year's event is from 
29 to 31 March. 

Now in its 21st year, the tournament 
has been restructured and wiJJ cover 
three days. Six pools of four teams will 

replaro the previous fomiat of el^itpoob 
of three teams in the round-robin 
stages. The change was introduced to 
combat the aH-too-often predictable out- 
come of pool games and play will start 
at 5.30pm on Friday. 

The Hong tong Rugby Football 
Union has appointed five official agents 
in Britain to supply packages and tick- 
ets. The operators are also organising 
combined tours, which include trips, for 
example, to Peking, Bali, Singapore and 
Thailand. Flexibility provides for taWor- 
made arrangements. On Wednesday and 
Thursday preceding the sevens, a 10- 
e-side competition win be held for dub 
players at the Hong tong Rugjy CM). 

The tour operators prtMde three-day 
tteketsatHW5550(£47),butwheritick- 
asg3 on sate © thepubSc ri Hongtong 



v London Broncos i 
Barrow v Ctwrtey (7.301: Huretiet v Brantley 

(7.30) : Leigh v Cafefe ( 7.30). Friday: Stone* 
Centenary Ctiamotorottip; Sttetfiefa v Wapn 

(7.30) . 

RUGBY UNION: Tuesday: International 
Match: Wdes v Italy (7-30) far CanOTAmK 
Path). CtS bKuraaoe County Chmnplorahlp 
MMonds final: Warmckshro v North MUSands 
(7.301 lot Ru&yi- Cfab Match: Trades* v Abar- 
toUety (7.0). Wadneaday: ff ap re iu ntHire 
Matches: Cambridge Umvv RAF (7.15); RdY- 

al Navy v Oxford Unw (6.0) (at Burnaby fibad. 

Putsmoum). CM> Match: Naroastle vOatari 
Ow (7 JO). Friday: A latamfloarf*: France 
v Enjjand (8XJJ IX Joan Bouhi Stadium. PortU; 
Ireland v Scotland 12.301 (at Dormybmok, 
Dubflri). Under- 2i Intamatfanst Ireland v 
Scotland (12.0) is aacfaa* COd^. DirfSof. 
dub matches: Astoans v Cambm^B Urw 
( 7_30>; Bath w Moseley (7.15): Bristol v Ex- 
eter (7.30): Cbfton v Stroud (7 JO): Leicester 
v Bedfaid (7i5>: Metropontan Ponce v Bsner 
(7.45); Northampton v Wasps (7 _3 oj: Boss 
lyn Park v London fish (7.30); Worcester v 
WObertiempton (7 JO). 

RACING: Monday: SOUTHWELL. (AW Hat): 
Outo £12; Tatrerwdte £6 (GAP members of 
Curran'S Diamond Cktb £A. acavnoerued un- 
der-163free).H39).Fbnt)mB:QuD£12:Ju- 
nrorOub (12 to lSyear-dd*) £2. under 12 s 
tree: TattareaUs £8 laccompaned under-IBs 
(tael, Stiver Ring £4. (1.45). SetaafMifc Pad- 
dock £8 (OAPs £4); Course £2. (L2S). 


or» 12 February, there will be a two-day 
. IHKMSO) for the Saturday an d 


tictet (HKS450) for the Saturday i 
Sunday and a separate tictet for Fri- 
day (HKSKXh. Children are admitted 
at HKS1S0 for an three days. 


£9. (1.15). Carlisle: Outo £12 (OAPs and urn 
der-Zls £91. Tatfersstts £6 itKPs and under- 


21s £3). (1.30). Wednasday: 

WOLVERHAMPTON (AW FIMJ: Entrance £& 


additaul £10 far entrance u> VieMogRcstau- 
tieai. (2.01. 1 


rrwtng Nsa ndudes the Eitrttfi Schools South 
k, when stott at llan. 


of Ert^are) OurtponSidK, t 
BCCA caiegDnes aro ciieied for at Ipnt, Crato- 
tn* IMiunm. rrar B^cmr^toke. HampUnre. 
is jujt off junction sn ni M3. 


rant; additional £15.90 far meal. (2.01. Not- 
tingham: Ctob £12 Uumors. 1&21 yeare, £6); 
Tattesalb £8: Silver Rstg end Paddock £4. 
(1.201. Windsor Outo £12; TffitarsXB £& Sti- 
ver Ffre£4. (1.40). Thursday: UNCnOJb (AW 
Flat): as Ttiftsdav (1.30). ludtoar. Chib £14 
laccompanied under- lfis tree); Tattotafc, 
19: Course £5. (1.10). Taunton: Members 
£11: Paddock £3.50; Centre of Course £4. 


a^O^Frhlg 'SOtnHWHJJAW Flat): as 


Next week 

FOOTBALL (MO unless stated): Monday; 
Tonmtrfa Scottish Cup second round re- 
play: BrectldrCWte. hresday: FA Cup third 
round replay*; Otecktoum v tpswwh (7.45); 
Oldham v Barnsley i Mg); Oxford Utu v MU- 
n.tii 1 7.45); Port Valo v CrysU Palace f7.45); 
Svrwsbuy v Futiam; SxvVsrVma v mtandvasiH- 
Uid (8.0i. Cntae^t League second DM- 
■foro Bfistoi Oy v Bmtol Rov«n (7.45). TWrd 
DhdBoic tiatn^ton v Dortcasten Unmln v Ley- 


Monday. il.dbi Cetteridc Outo m T&- 
teitab £7; Couim £2.50 (under 16s free atta 
nl( enctosun-s). (1.201. Kemrtotc Out) aim 
ratiosalta £10 i!6 to JS-vear-oidsi £8: 5u- 
wr Ring £5. (1.30). 

NEXT WEEKEND 

FOOTHAUU Saturday: Fa Cart. Premier, 
vup, Endsletgh Leaguv and Befts Stmosn 
Leon* proffammea. Sunday: FA CartuwPra- 
nwfsWp! Aston Vtifa w Tottenham (4,0), £hd- 
sitapi loag-ju* First Division: ictcastw v 
Sundertano re.oi. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Stmday: Stones Cemeftaiy 

ChampiotBiiip programme. 


•PadBe ft 

Toum&ment 59-31 March. 
Government Stadium, So Non Po. Causamy 
Bay. Hong Rang. 

Rug* ' Travel, 9 York Street Tafc fc enham TW1 
SETbeh 01&1 892 0011: fee 0181 74 4 
1X691. Rvo-rtay Hong Kong tour from £935; 
Four-cantmtourtBsmOrok, SfagSpore, Hong 
to^BaS)tom£l:5&FB0VBndtk±et'x3y 

Spar Abroad IM. The Travel centre. MAx m 
House, west Monday. Surrey KUa 6QZ(Tef; 
01483 22500ft fee 01483 211369;. Ftve- 
rt&it tour £893; four other tours fincfatsrw 
PNSppInes. Tenants. BaH. China). FSgfil and 
octet only £595. Team also entered lO-a- 
dde «wenc. 

Travetoack Sports. 3974 lAtfnmn Road. Nor 
Sngham NG7 3/E fTek 01159 249945; fee 
01159 249946). five-nfeftE from £795,' ste 
otnertoura«hcfcJ«ng Bangkok, Dubai. Mani- 
la, Ban&okfPhutet ShgaparatBaS. Van- 
couver). FBffrt o my £560 (ticket extra). 
Gufltera Spots Tmei. FrOOngon Maw. 
Tewkesbury. Qbucesrenhfre QL20 7BJ (Tab 
01684 293175: tan 01684 297926). Four 
nights fn four-aa-ExUdcr Hotel £1097: Itne 
other sours tmuudmg Peking, Penang. BM. . 
FV0H and detet only £690. 

MSce Hunan Sports Trmti. Bastion House, 
Borrow idi Road. Gkxc ester C2J i u ffek 
01452 419666.- to. 01452 52750QI. Sh 
■»BfaBrafciorHoie(from£l I 299;aur(Xh- 
er ours Enduring Macau, 8m, Msfe Lumpur. 

Kuala LianpintPani!WljM.FSM<)riy£B25 

(ticket ewa). 

^«wrotjr«AHO(tafari. 12 SPeSMaB. 
London SW1Y SEA (Tej: 0171930 4775): 

1 1 m floor. Cfifcorp Centre, jfi WrfiHd Rood. 
North Point. Hong Wig (Tef. 00 653 2807 
6543: tax 00 852 2806 03031 
HQfgKbfg aigtnrFixjtoflff (Alton. RumZXS- 
200*. Sfrm House, lStxBum Pam. So Hot 
to, teusomy Bay. Hong Kong fret 00 852 . 
2504 8311; toe 00 852 2576 7237). 



'*11 


Details of foithccanmg events with 
mformatioD on lickcis and venues 
should be seat to: The Sports 
Desk, The independent, 1 Cana- 
da Square, Canary Wharf, London 
El 4 5DL. Fax: 0171 293 2894. 


Compiled by Paul Maher 
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Robson fits trend toward the talismanic leader 



Robson: fulfils criteria 


In 1974, us ihe Football Asso- 
ciation showed Sir AJf Karasev 
the door, two footballer* sufli- 
nentty esteemed that the word 
distinguished seemed Inade- 
quate were raking through the 
embers of their careers. 

Bobby Chariton was in his last 
season at Preston while Bobby 
Moore was exuding calm au- 
thority at Fulham. Great players, 
they were about to be neglect- 
ed by their country. Availability 
counted for nothing and both 
w« barely considered os the new 
manager of England. Lancaster 
Gate turned to the trusted 
method of choosing a successful 
club manager Don Revie, 


It was a decision that was un- 
derstood, if not universally em- 
braced, at the time - and 
neither Charlton nor Moore did 
enough in club management to 
suggest the nation missed much 
- conforming, as it did, with 
conventional thought. Top 
dubs, never mind the national 
side, hardly ever went for senior 
players and risked their fu- 
tures with them. 

Manchester United hod al- 
lowed Charlton to leave for 
Deepdale even though they had 
proved the exception to the rule, 
albeit in the extraordinary cir- 
cumstances of the aftermath of 
war, by appointing Mail Busby 


Guy Hodgson considers how modem methods of choosing club 
managers could affect the search for Terry Venables' successor 


in 1945. They could have used 
the services of their most re- 
spected player in 1972. when 
Frank O’ Farrell was dismissed, 
but instead they appointed the 
tried (in more ways than one as 
it would prove) in Tommy 
Docherty. 

Theory years on and the sit- 
uation has altered to an extent 
where England may he pre- 
pared to depart from conven- 
tion and appoint a younger, 
rawer man as successor to Ter- 
ry Venables, Kevin Keegan 


(who has said he is not inter- 
ested). Bryan Robson, Ray 
Wilkins and Glenn Hod die are 
being put forward as credible 
candidates despite their relative 
inexperience as dub managers. 

Graham KcDy, the FA‘s chief 
executive, was a barometer of 
that change yesterday, conced- 
ing on Radio Five Live that skil- 
ful dub management does not 
naturally translate into success 
at national level. “The jobs are 
very different," he said. “The 
ideal man will be English and 


who played for England." 

The mood seems to have 
switched in favour of a talismanic 
figure along the lines of Franz 
Beckenbauer, who became West 
Germany's coach as soon as he 
discarded his boots, and guided 
his country to successive World 
Cup finals, winning in 1990. 

It has at club level, too. The 
fashion is for younger men like 
Robson who cannot only deckle 
tactics off the pitch but pul them 
into operation on it, if the need 
is there. Even Keegan, who at 


44 is older, fils the mould, 
working his miracle on ibe 
Tyne without reference to ear- 
lier work with lesser dubs than 
Newcastle United. 

“Continuity is the key at in- 
ternational level," Kefly said 
yesterday while stressing that 
both Robson and Wilkins had 
been working under Venables. 
“Young players have come into 
the England side and a system 
has evolved. There is no point 
chopping and changing every 
two to four years." 

But for every Beckenbauer 
there is a Michel Platini, who be- 
came manager of France without 
particular success after a glori- 


ous playing career. His problem 
was that he could not replace one 
vital ingredient, himself. 

The last word should belong 
to Danny Blanchflower, who 
guided Northern Ireland and 
Chelsea m the belief that coach- 
es are only as good as their play- 
ers. “Great teams don't need 
managers," he said. “Brazil won 
the World Cup in 1970, playing 
exhilarating football, with a 
manager they’d had for three 
weeks. Now what influence can 
a have who's only been with 
them for that length of time*.' 
What about Real Madrid at 
their greatest? You can! even re- 
member who the manager was." 


Police let FA settle Jones at 

head of 

Highbury fracas new body 


Football 


TREVOR HAYLETT 


GUY HODGSON 

Police revealed yesterday that 
they will leave any punishment 
for the touchline fracas that 
took place between Bruce 
Rioch and Terry McDermott on 
Wednesday night to the Foot- 
ball Association. 

Officers from the Metropoli- 
tan Police interviewed the ref- 
eree, Gerald Ashby, immediately 
after Arsenal’s 24) Coca-Cola 
Cup quarter-final victory at 
Highbury but were assured that 
no punches made contact when 
Rioch, the Arsenal manager, 
and McDermott, the Newcastle 
assistant, squared up to each oth- 
er after David Ginola’ssending- 

Tbe FA have ordered an in- 
quiry into the incident which 
could lead to both men facing 
a charge of bringing the game 
into disrepute. “Oeartywe have 
a responsibility to look into 


events at Highbury,” a spokes- 
man said. 

The president of Inter- 
nazionale, Massimo Moratti, 
has said that Alan Shearer 
could become a transfer target 
Inter, managed by the Eng- 
lishman Roy Hodgson, want 
Real Madrid’s Chilean striker 
Ivan Zamorano but Shearer is 
another option. 

Describing the England play- 
er as “an interesting alterna- 
tive" Moratti added: “We're 
still in a completely explorato- 
ry phase on all fronts." 

Shearer, who bas been re- 
peatedly linked with a big-mcm- 
ey move abroad since 
recovering from the cruciate 
knee ligament injury which kept 
him out for most of 1993, re- 
ponded: “I am flattered that a 
major club like Inter should be 
interested in me, but I have re- 
cently signed a three-year ex- 
tension to my contract " 

Newcastle nave foiled in their 
attempt to sign Bayern Munich 


The two minutes that 
distracted a nation 


Perhaps the shortest “match" in 
the history of football finished 
without a goal yesterday - but 
not without argument. Two Por- 
tuguese First Division clubs. 
Sporting Lisbon and Chaves, 
played before a handful of fans 
for just over two minutes yes- 
terday to complete a match 
suspended 12 days ago. 

However, the final whistle did 
not end the controversy over the 
league game, which bad been 
(eft unfinished because of a 
power cut The 145 seconds of 
play brought no goals and the 
game ended in a 1-1 draw. 

“It just shows the state of 
shame into which our game bas 
sunk," the Sporting coach, Car- 
los Oueiroz. said after the two 
minutes of action, played out 
before a near-empty stadium 
but shown live on national tele- 
vision. 


Both sides claimed that they 
should have been awarded the 
full points for the suspended 
match, charging the other with 
breaking rules. Chaves said the 
Lisbon dub should have turned 
up to complete the match the 
day after its suspension. Sport- 
ing said Chaves were to blame 
for the failure of the lighting. 

Both teams announced after 
the game that they would lodge 
formal protests with the Coun- 
cil of Justice, Portuguese foot- 
ball's highest authority. Sporting 
bad to fit in the 1,000-kilome- 
tre round trip to the northern 
town of Chaves between a Por- 
tuguese Cup tie at home to 
Boavista on Wednesday and a 
vital championship game with 
tbe league leaders Porto, also at 
borne, tomorrow. Sporting are 
in second place in the league, 
five points behind Pbrto. 


striker Jean-Picrre Papin on 
loan. Kevin Keegan was hoping 
to borrow the 32-year-old 
French international until the 
end of the season but the Ger- 
man club have turned him 
down. However. Papin will be 
available at the end of ibe sea- 
son for nothing. “I’m keeping 
my fingers crossed. It would be 
great to go to Newcastle,” Pa- 
pin said. 

The Scotland midfield play- 
er Eoin Jess, 25, has been trans- 
fer-listed by Aberdeen after 
rejecting a new contract offer, 
a move likely to interest New- 
castle. Blackburn, Everton and 
Bolton. 

Transfers that did go through 
yesterday were Don Hutchison's 
from West Ham to Sheffield 
United for a club record fee of 
£I-2m and Nottingham For- 
est's purchase of Hull's North- 
ern Ireland goalkeeper Alan 
Fettis. The fee is £250,000 al- 
though that could rise to 
£400,000. 

Everton have followed Mill- 
wall in looking to Russia for new 
players. The Goodison dub 
will bring the D inam o Moscow 
midfielder Igor Dobrovoklri to 
Merseyside next week. The ex- 
perienced international will join 
initially on trial with a view to 
an extended loan period. He is 
a friend of Andrei Kanchelsltis 
and his transfer market value is 
around £400,000. 

Leeds United, winners of 
the League Cup in 1968, have 
been made favourites to win the 
competition this season after 
drawing First Division oppo- 
nents in the two-legged Coca- 
Cola semi-finals next month. 

They will play the winners of 
the replay between Birmingham 
Gty and Norwich, while the oth- 
er semi-final is an all- Premier- 
ship affair between Arsenal 
and Aston Villa. 

COCA COLA CUP SamMIaa! draw. Arsenal 
v Aston VUs; Norwich or Bunwigham v 
Leeds. IPtotlejtitDbepiaMtiilanctlJ Feb- 
ruary. second te# 21 and 25 February). 

■ The Brazil! inn striker Ed- 
mundo has been charged with 
mansla ughter after a car crash in 
Rio in which three people died. 


Canvey back on the Vase trail 


Noii-Leagua notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

Canvey Island enjoyed their 
spell in the national media 

wo aixlHove AMon to a replay 
in the firet round of the FA Cup. 
but tomorrow they resume their 
campaign in a competition in 
which, unlike the FA Cup, they 
are one of the favourites to 
reach Wembley. 

Tbe ebullient Essex outfit en- 
tertain another seaside did). 
Goriest on, from Norfolk, in 


American football 

Jimmy Johnson Is the new head coach 
of the Mami Dofphre. He succeeds Don 

Shut*, the most successful coach Sn the 

National football League who retired last 

week after 26 years with the team. 

Basketball 

NS A: Boson 113 Sacramento 104; New 


Cteag) 113 Seetfle 07; San Ammo 32 Oew- 
tarrf 86; Pattern! 90 Usatfi 89: Pern* 91 VSrr- 
wner85. 



Ngseem Hamed underwent^ keyhole 
suasty yesterday to repair the right hraid 
damsgjd after winning the World Box- 
ing Organisation testherwe^rt title 
afprist the Welshman, Stew Robinson. 

TODAY'S 
NUMBER 


Esta 




The number of years that the 
goffer Sandy Lyte has-been 
away from the US Tour. The I 
1988 US Masters champion 
will return this year as a foil 
member, but will retain hon- 
orary European Tour mem- 
bership; 


the fourth round of the FA 
Carisbeig Vase at their Park 
Lane ground The Vase is a 
tournament in which a good 
past record often leads to con- 
tinued success, and Canvey 
have a proud recent history. 

The Ids League chib were 
semi-finalists in 2992/93 when 
they were in the Essex Senior 
League, they readied tbe fourth 
round (the last-32 stage) the fol- 
lowing season while they were 
beaten by Oxford City, tbe 
eventual runners-up, in the 
quarter-finals last term. Only 
one club of this year's Vase last 


Hamed was forced id puP out erf his first 

defence of the title for the second time 

against the Mexican, Amulfb Castiflo, 

which was scheduled for 10 February 

St London Arena. He hopes to be back 

in the ring In a couple of months. 

Cricket 

WOHtD MASTERS SERIES (SlmoMlJ: PahSISn 

181 tar 5 CS war* E Fatah 84R JnSa lfitte 

7 im 27 .1 owns W Amamttt 53). bite bt Pte 

Wan by thro* wtokte. 

Football 

Dunfermline wffl pteytomomw/sgsme 
efflinst Ctafebanfc at East Errt RsK even 
though tiie funeral of thek captain; Nor- 
rie McCatWe, who was found dead on 
Tuesday, wU) not take place until next 
Tuesday. The match on Wednesday 
against Dumbarton was postponed as 
a mark of respect 

C0HHCAFQ0LDCUP1OW «*W{toitata, 
CttBferni»» Swap ttCrad* 3 flaiah Hgf- 
nos 2) Honduras 1 (Cason). Oman ft B Sal- 
mHr3 {Ram Oaz not 0. Centos) Tmdad and 
TotuDo 2 (LatapyL 

WEMSSMTS L«E REMUS: Cj»Cohl 
q. rantartlnatae Awn* 2 Newcastle 0; As- 
mCTwi ft Lwria a JteaUns U **** 

ussasiSS.Tsa'o?? 

|S^3S»wB«aBdreScrtti*bL#^« 
Pnniar DMtere Hants 4 MoftoweS 0. Beat. 

»7i&fr.3sss 

ffissBiasffiises 

In* Chilian** Cap second round: 

- - 1 4 HsHbx Twn a “ 


32 are previous winners: Diss 
Tbwn, victors in 1994, who are 
at home to Banstead Athletic. 

Further up the non-League 
pyramid, the GM VhuxhaD Con- 
ference has confirmed this week 
that only eight of its member 
dubs have gained the required 
ground grading from the R»t- 
baD league acid can be consid- 
ered for promotion this season. 
They are: Macclesfield Tbwn 

S current leaders), Woking 
, Kidderminster Harriers 
, Gateshead (6th), South- 
port (7th), Kettering (13th), 
‘ (18th) and Dover (1 


Bath (18th) and Dover (15th). 


Footballers vastly overpaid? 
Apparently wc have not seen 
the start of it, for a new play- 
ers' organisation that has been 
set up in the aftermath of the 
Bosman judgment on transfers 
claims they have been selling 
themselves short for too long. 

Appropriately, for these 
stakes are pretty high, the new 
body which will advise out-of- 
contract players, who could 
now earn themselves free trans- 
fers, is to be known as Poca 
(Players Out of Contract As- 
sociation) — and with Vinnie 
Jones a driving force behind it 
it will not lack publicity. 

Before a gathering of playets 
- 800 were invited but only 
around 30 turned up - agents 
and dub representatives. Poca, 
the braincmld of Tones’ solici- 
tors, Reid Minty, came into be- 
ing yesterday in a Watford 
hotel. No promises, you un- 
derstand. but the suggestions 
made to a handful of players 
from Arsenal, Tottenham and 
lesser lights were substantial. 

For starters, how about a 25 
per cent share for players of the 
new television deal, reputed to 
be in the order of £600m? That 
alone would put an extra 
£100,000 per year in the pock- 
ets of Premiership performers, 
claimed Jonathan Ebsworth 
from Reid Minty. 

According to him, the long- 
established players' union, the 
Professional Footballers' As- 
sociation. has been left behind 
in the new commercial world. 
“The PFA are not informing the 
players fully of their rights. 
Vinnie bad no idea of the im- 
plications of Bosman - and 
presumably that goes for all oth- 
er players," Ebsworth said. 
“The commercial aspect of the 
game bas been blown wide 
open in the last five years and 
they have been left behind. 
Wage levels will go up all round 
because dubs will no longer 
have to find transfer fees.” 

Nicholas Stewart QC. an ex- 
pert in restraint of trade cases, 
believes that, although the 
Bosman ruling affects only 
those players moving from one 
EU country to another, it is 
bound to embrace domestic 
transfers as well. “Islands can’t 
continue to operate as islands,” 
he said. “After Bosman very few 
things will remain the same.” 

The European Commission 
in Brussels yesterday reaffirmed 
that the changes only relate to 
“trans-frontier moves” and that 
domestic transfers (including 
those between England and 
Scotland) would remain as be- 
fore. The European Social Af- 
fairs Commissioner, Padraig 
Flynn, said: “It is possible to 
continue domestic transfers in 
an individual member state. 
That is not contrary to the 
court judgement.” 



Eye contact: Matthew Syed watches Switzerland's Thierry Miller serve yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Syed set to rise above the feud 


There was much tension, much 
palm-wiping and not a little con- 
troversy at the European Olym- 
pic qualifying event yesterday. 

Behind tbe action around 
the tables at the impressive 
Nynex Arena here is a bitter 
feud between the two British 
men who have already qualified 
for Atlanta by virtue of their 
world rankings. Carl Prean, 
ranked No 28 in the world, 
vowed that he would never play 
in the same learn as the Chinese- 
born Chen Xinhua, the world 
No 18 who gained a British pass- 
port through marriage. 

Prean has not played for Eng- 
land so far this season. That be 
will play for Britain in the 
Olympics this summer is justified 


Rob Dorsett reports from Manchester on the 
table tennis players' quest for Atlanta places 

by the fact that it is an individ- 
ual event, so strictly speakmg he 
will not be playing with Chen. It 
certainly leaves a bad taste in the 
mouth for Don Parker, the 
British Olympic Association of- 
ficial who was JEngiaud's table 
tennis team manager for 11 
years. “Any player should be 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Pono 0 undo Lamas 0 (otter sen dnsh Qns 

0 Gutmuraas 1 (aeO; Fan*** 2 Fttranse 2; Es- 

Ul 1 Unto Lena 1: SeuM 1 Omaneiaa 2 Aun 

1 VM Heel 1 Urn® 2 Casa Pn U Perattt G 

UB oy*a hm 0 CamponglowilgB -L Pon go- 

i L-l 

_ i lltrv- 

Iffl; Hacutas 0 BBwfcwa 0. 


SfcflOlim 3: Num 

tSOSAViSsSi 



Suta Brownstibn, tin 30-yeer-oH breast- 

strote; has been recalled to the Eng- 

land squad after a four-year absence, 
it will be her fifth Olympics. 
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Rugby Union 
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available for the national squad 
- unconditionally," he said. “It’s 
about principles. No one should 
be allowed to say TU play for 
England if atcb-and-such doesn't 
play*. Tm very surprised that Pre- 
an was selected for England." 

Chen, 33, who is coaching 
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Matthew Syed and Andrea Holt 
for this competition and plans 
to retire after the Olympics, 
agrees. “Prean is acting like a 
young boy," he said. “And if he 
is determined to act like that, 
Fve got nothing to say to him. 
Sports people should play 
sport, not talk politics." 

The issue could cause em- 
barrassment for Britain at tbe 
Games, which begin in June, but 
Syed, the British No 3 who is on 
course for Atlanta after a third 
successive win yesterday, played 
down the problem. “As long as 
they don’t have to share a room 
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it shouldn’t be a problem," he 
said. 

Syed beat Thierry Miller yes- 
terday to book his place in the 
second stage of competition 
with one group match left. He 
hopes the result, a repeat of his 
victory in the same competition 
four years ago, might be a lucky 
omen. “I’m quietly confident 
now that 1 wifi qualify. A lot de- 
pends on the draw." 

He thinks he will have to 
play better if he comes up 
against Jorgen Persson.The 
Swedish former world champi- 
on, ranked 16th in the world, 
has tbe same, perfect record as 
Syed. Barring shocks, both 
should be going to Atlanta lat- 
er this year. 
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Han Xue, of China, broke her four-dsy 

oWworid50rretresbrastsm*ereart 

yesterday, Han, 14, docked 30£8 sec- 

onds at a WotM Cup event In Peking, 
slicing 13 hundredths of a second off 

the mark she lad set in Hong Kong on 
Sunday Britain's Jaime King finished 

second wlh 3206sec and torfsa la- 

custa. of Romania, third in 32.48. 
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Tennis 
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Keegan rules 


himself out of 


England job 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 


Kevin Keegan, the bookmakers’ 
favourite to succeed Terry Ven- 
ables as England coach, last 
night told the Football Associ- 
ation he was “not interested” in 
leaving Newcastle when the 
post becomes vacant after the 
European Championship finals 
this summer. 

After consultations between 
Keegan and Newcastle's chair- 
man, Sir John Hail, the Pre- 
miership leaders issued a 
statement In it Keegan said: “I 
am interested in working for no- 
body bid Newcastle United. Hfe 
have made tremendous progress 
in the past four years, but I know 
there is still an enormous amount 
of work to be done to take this 
dub where it should be." 

Keegan went on to say be 
hoped to see out the remaining 
seven years of a contract he had 
been "only too happy to sign". 
Sir John said he was “delight- 


ed" with his manager’s “posirive 
response" to the situation. 

The FA has thus received its 
first rebuff from a realistic con- 
tender. The original second 
favourite, Bryan Robson, sm H 
he would “answer that [the 
question of whether he wanted 
the job] if it ever comes round”. 

The Middlesbrough player- 
manager, Venables' assistant 
with the national team, refused 
to be drawn into further com- 
ment but reiterated his “100 per 
cent commitment” to his club. 


adding: “It’s nice to be thought 
of in this way, but I am sriUm 


an apprenticeship as a manag- 
er. I have 18 months of my three- 
year contract to run and I don’t 
intend moving in that time.” 

As heavy betting on Gerry 
Francis led to the Tottenham 
manager being installed as the 
new favourite, one of Venables’ 
predecessors, Bobby Robson, 
was throwing his backing behind 
Leeds’ Howard Wilkinson. “He 
has vast experience and is a very 
good manager," said Robson, 


impending legal battles. 

Kelly said: “We would hope 
the ideal candidate wSl be Eng - 


Bookies puzzle over 
the succession race 


GREG WOOD 


The puzzlement of the average 
England midfielder when 


England midfielder when 
asked to explain the Christmas 
tree formation is as nothing to 
the confusion which gripped 
bookmakers when they framed 
odds on Terry Venables’ suc- 
cessor on Wednesday evening. 


The major firms' prices in- 
evitably gravitated towards 


cvitably gravitated towards 
each other yesterday, but the 
clear message is that no one, 
not even the bookies, has the 
slightest idea who will lead 
England into the World Cup 
qualifying campaign. 

An example of the uncer- 
tainty is Coral’s offer of 6-1 
about Roy Hodgson, while 
Hills will lay 20-1 about the In- 
ter manager. Other startling 


early variations between best 
and worst prices included 
Kevin Keegan (from 4-5 up to 
3-1), Biyan Robson (6-4 up to 
6-1 ) and Gerry Francis (7-4 up 
to 10-1). 

The market is now settling 
down, with Francis, Keegan 
and Robson the clear market 
leaders, despite what bookies 
descibe as the latter two's 
"diplomatic statements” yes- 
terday, but backers should not 
necessarily ignore the outsiders, 
such as Joe Royie and Ray 
Wilkins, both available at 20-1 
with William Hill.. 


NEXT ENGLAND MANAGER (Odds suppled 
by WHem HiB): 6-* Geny Pranas: 2-1 Kewi 
Keegan, Bryan Reason; 12-1 Howard WRMn- 
son; 20-1 Jack Oran ton, Roy Hodman. 
Qenn Hodrfle, Joe Royie. Ray WBons: 25-1 
Ron AtMraon. Swe Copped. Roy Bans; 
33-1 Frank dark. Johann Cruyff, henry 
Da&sh. Brtan UMer GO-lTievor Francs. Bob- 
by Robson; lOO-l George Graham. 
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ACROSS 

I Get request in for engine 
component (6) 

4 Seasonal offering piece 
that’s abandoned after 30 
seconds? (‘5. 3) 

10 Cleverly resist the sort of 
gear associated with videos, 
etc? (3-6) 

II Is English bishop about to 


have a pipe? (5) 

12 Recently criticised when 
dropping first and last items 

13 Bit of a flap over air intake? 
00 ) . ^ . 

15 Docudrama portraying dissi- 
dent minority (7) 

16 Brine down equipment (t>) 
19 Apple take space on world 

wide web (6) 



21 Competent secretary inter- 
cepts message (7) 

23 Arrival by a& (10) 

25 Conifer, say, in middle of 
thoroughfare (4) 

27 Enthusiasm mother's shown 
about a new idea to begin 
with (5) 

28 Conductor’s lecture circum- 
scribed by weather (9) 

29 Bajtner jxissibly carried by 


3 Nymph turning up in Ohio 
church (4) 

5 Thing is, you must develop 
an understanding (7) 

6 Reproduction formerly im- 
pressed, but it's now seen as 
old-fashioned (6. 4) 

7 Suppose mine shaft to have 
very big interior (5) 

8 Materia] that’s brought over 
ultimately obstructs oat (6) 

9 Bore hole in centre panel (6) 

14 Republican Party in opposi- 
tion? (6, 4) 

17 Difficult for naval rating in 
splendid surroundings, ini- 


tially ignored (9) 

IS Blithely suggesting French 
chap’s inferior toEncBsh it 


German poet, strange lad (8) 
Privileged inmate finaUv got 


30 Privileged inmate finally got 
out Of practice (6) 

DOWN 

1 Succinct invitation to try 
something from the biogra- 
phy section? (3, 1, 4) 

2 Sight, or one of the things 
that improve it? (9) 


chap's inferior toEnghsh in 

cunning (8) 

20 train accommodating first of 
diners eventually in old car 
(5-2) 

21 Prestigious characteristic 
long recognised in Connecti- 
cut (6) 

22 Conflict leads to more tetch- 
iness. hostility and anger (61 

24 God-daugbterwantsakiv- 


£40,000 to be won 

See Page 22 
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ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL: South Africa prevented fro m exploiting qu' 



now coach to Porto. “There are 
other obvious high-quality can- 
didates, but perhaps the time’s 
not right for them." 

In the latter category, Robson 
put Bryan Robson and Ray 
Wilkins. The Queen’s Park 
Rangers manager is also part of 
\fenabtes* staff, working with the 
Under-21 squad. Both lacked 
“experience at the top level", 
though he believed either could 
do the job using veteran England 
coach Don Howe as a “buffer". 

The day began with Gra- 
ham Kelly, the FA’s chief exec- 
utive, appearing to narrow the 
field when he outlined die pro- 
file of the man Lancaster Gate 
wanted to replace Venables 
when he left to concentrate on 


land, lfnot, who knows? WewiQ 
consider all the possibilities." 

The remarks seem to make 
non-runners of the likes of Jo- 
han Cruyff Louis van Gaal and 
Alex Ferguson, while making it 
less likely that the EA would ap- 
point Wilkinson, who by ms 
own admission was a “failed 
player" with only a handful of 
games for Sheffield Wednesday. 

Kelly’s assertion on Monday 
that the FA was anxious to en- 
sure “continuity” suggests that 
Bryan Robson, for all his reti- 
cence, may have an ongoing role. 
Meanwhile, it was confirmed 
that Jimmy Armfieki, the broad- 
caster and former England full- 
back, will sound out opinion in 
the game, as he (fid prior to En- 
ables’ appointment in 1994. 

Armfield’s first public utter- 
ance on the matter -“A lot can 
happen between now and July" 
-was seen as reflecting the view 
that Venables might yet be per- 
suaded to carry on. Later, how- 
ever. he hinted that those who 
were currently coy about their 
interest sltould not be ruled out 

“Because we’re in mid-season, 
managers can’t turn around and 
tell their chairmen, Td like to 
go’,” Armfield said. “1 think the 
situation will change with quite 
a few people as we go along." 


n 


No defence: Hansie Cronje, the South African captain, is bowled by Dominic Cork in yesterday's one-day international 


Photograph: AJIspor? 


Hick hurries to help England 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Bloemfontein 


A thunderous display of batting 
from Graeme Hick, who 
reached an electrifying fifty in 
a mere 33 balls, has given Eng- 
land a chance of levelling this 
series. However, soon after he 
was out, leg before to Hansie 
Cronje, England's cause suf- 
fered a bizzarre set-back when 
half the floodlights fused, fol- 
lowing the failure of a nearby 
electrical sub-station. 

England have not won a one- 
day match batting second under 
lights since they beat South 
Africa at Melbourne four years 
ago in the last World Cup, and 
their task here was not helped 
by the 40-rainute delay needed 
to fix the fights. 

Like South Africa, England 
hoped to start with a bang, 
opening the innings with Phil 
De Freitas, who made an almost 
run-a-ball 17 before being 
caught by a horizontal Jonty 
Rhodes at cover. 

If the start was brisk enough, 
the real explosion came when 
Hick began to put bat to ball, 
and few escaped the broadside 
from his blazing blade. 

This pitch, as it was when 
England last played here six 
weeks ago, held little for the 
bowlers. Having himself bowled 
tidily earlier. Hick realised it 
held few demons, a belief he 
demonstrated by him smashing 
three balls in a row to the cov- 
er fence in an arc between 
backward point off Allan Don- 
ald's first over. Each stroke 
was of thrillingly high calibre, in 
both speed and execution. 

Atherton, no slouch when it 
comes to keeping the score 
ticking over, was swamped in his 
wake, though he too notched up 
his fifty, albeit from a slightly 


more measured 76 balls. It was 
onfy when the spinner Nicky 
Boje - here playing in place of 
Paul Adams- was introduced 
that the England captain began 
to expand his stroke play, usmg 
his feet to hit the slow left-armer 
over extra covers head for a 
sumptuous four. 

In league with Graham Thor- 
pe, who neatly kept the score- 
board moving with dabs and 
deflections, Atherton was able 
to get Engalncfs scoring rate 
above 4.5, and heading towards 
the 524 needed to win. 

South Africa made three 
changes from the team that had 
beaten England in Cape Town. 
■Rvo of them, Andrew Hudson 
and Richard Snell, opeaed the 
innings, the latterwith the spe- 
cific task of making quick tuns 
while fielding restrictions were 
in place for the first 15 overs. 

After a couple of studious 
heaves, Snell announced him- 
self with a leg^side whip for four 
off De Freitas, It was the start 
of a run spree that even con- 
fused Atherton, who at one 
stage forgot be still needed two 
catching Beiders within 15 yards 
of the baL A lapse that was not 
surprising considering South 
Africa had posted fifty off only 
63 balls. 

Snell was particularly savage 
on Peter Martin, hitting him for 
14 off the Lancashire bowlers 
second over, which included a 
mighty smite for six over long- 
on, his fifty from 46 balls fol- 
lowing soon after. 

However, Martin who was 
withdrawn almost immediately, 
his first two overs having cost 
21 runs, was not alone in at- 
tracting punishment. And both 
DeFrcftas and White were al- 
most as expensive to run as 
South Africa put on 116 for the 
first wicket. 

In the end Atherton was 
forced to spin sooner than he 


would have liked, pressing Nefl 
Smith. Hick and Mark Ram- 
prakasb into action. A change 
that saw Hudson introduce a 
range of exotic sweeps, and 
misses, though the umpires' 
fingers remained unmoved. In 
less than a game the umpiring 
has veered from the trigger 
happy to the impervious. A bit 
like going from Billy the Kid to 
Judge Jefferies, at least where 
England are concerned. 

Curiously for a man who 
seems reticent to bowl. Hick was 
the pick of the three and it was 
him that had Snell caught by 
Faiibrother for 63 as he chipped 
the bail towards long-off. It was 
Hick. too. that ended Hudson's 
96-ball stay not long after Ather- 
ton had dropped the opener at 
extra cover, a miss that was not 
symptomatic of England's slop- 
py day in the field. 

Despite that. South Africa 
squandered their good start. In 
the 10 overs between the 25lh 
and 35th overs, they added just 
46 runs. Sensing they had lost the 
initiative, Cronje came in and be- 
gan to put bat to ball in a brief 
out violent innings that includ- 
ed a six and a four before being 
ended by a straight ball from 
Cork. 

With Cronje gone, his team 
seemed only too happy to fol- 
low suit. In the space of 23 balls 
they lost four wickets for 22 
runs, in a display even more in- 
ept than England's three nights 
ago. 

Instead of the 300 that had 
looked likely at the halfway 
stage of their innings. South 
Africa made 262. On this pitch, 
that was about par for the 
course. Even so, it allowed 
England back into a game they 
should have been batted out ot 
But, as they say in these parts, 
it is never over unless the lights 
stay on, which in the end they 
did. 


Newfands scoreboard 


(Soum Africa won toss) . 
SOUTH AFRICA 

A C Hudson c Stewart ti Hick — ....... .84 

R P Snell c FairDrother b Hick 83 

B N McMflan b Martin 44 

J H KaUis c Hide b Smith 

*W J Cronje b Cork — ;.19 

J N Rhodes b Cork 4 

G Kwston c Ftefteother t> Cork — ;.-„2 . 
S M Ftoflock c Rampmkash b Smith 7. _B 

fD J Richardson not out -13 

N Bc/e not otfl...., 2 

Extras fb6, ID4, w7) __.17 

fetal (fair 8, SO overs)- — 2BZ 

Fat 1-116, 2-164. 3-197. 4-228. 5-22B, 
6-236. 7-237. 8-24$. 


ENGLAND - ’-Xp.l 

PA J PeFreitas c Rhodes b R pEqc fc >yfl. ■= 

'M A Alhertorr Dot out ’ 

G A Hick tow b Cronje.-..—.....— i 

G P Thorpe not out- - * 

Extras (te2. ] 

fetalflo r Z, 32 oven}. ' 

fiafc i: 37 ; 2 - 108 . J 

fe bat: tA J Swwrt. M R Ramprafee&j 
N H FBrtJrothet CWhite, D G CaVtiR 
K Smith. P J Martin. - . y \- l 


Did not bat: A A Donald. 

Bowing: Cork 10TM43; DeRatas64>- 


30-0; White 6-0-37-0; Martin 6-0-43-14 
Smith 10-0-46-2: tick 10038-2; Ram- 
pratash 2-014-0. - ■- ■ 


Umpires; R Koenzen and W Diedncks/^ 
• Ausbtfia and South Africa wiH tan 3 
pete m a triangular limited-over series! 
with its hosts. JntSa, in Octeber and Re* 
vembsr. The board of Control for Crick-, 
et In tofiasecreterx Japnohan DtfnxjB.' 
said .six Tests against SoutfrAftfca had* 
also been ageed. Sooth Africa w« p?ay 
three Jests in India after the triangufar; 
series and the two skies wfjt play a ftr-i 
ther three TesEJnSouth AMca. -■ ’ 


OLIVETTI M6-450 486DX2 50MHz 8Mb HUM 

□ Intel 486DX2 50MHz chip, 510Mb drive, 8Mb RA1 

□ 3.5' floppy, parallel, 2 serial and 1 PS/2 mouse pc 

□ 14' VGA colour, UK keyboard (both non Olivetti) 

□ Olivetti mouse, users manual CRQQ" 

□ MS-DOS 6 and Windows 3.1 Z.0*KJ 
OLIVETTI M480-10 486SX 25MHz 170/4Mb 

□ 170Mb hard drive, 4Mb RAM, 3ET 1.44Mb floppy 

□ 1 4' VGA hHes colour, UK keyboard (bolh non Olivt 

□ DOS 6/Win 3.1 -Cantor detaHs of the ten ran, 

SONY DUAL SPEED CD + WAVE 32 

INCLUDES MATH BLASTER AMI MS-BOLF CD’s 

□ Sony internal dual speed CD-ROM drive, stereospHtei 
a Sound FX 16 bit card with Wavetable 32 CuQ 8 

□ Win 95 “pfag ‘n play" rampatlble Eww 

DTK INTO PENTIUM SYSTEM F 

INCLUDING MASSIVE 850Mb HARO DRIVE g 

□ Intel P90 90MHz chip , 850Mb drive, 8Mb RAM fT 
a 3.5" lloppy.PClmotherboard^SWracteRAMlS- 

□ 14' .28 dp hi-res SVGA cotourOQQQ 89 TS 

□ Mouse, DOS 6, Windows 3.1 COOP m 

SAMSUNG 630 QUAD SPED CD c~ 

FREE MS-WORKS 3 FOR WINDOWS CO! 


Rusedski marches into semis 


Tennis 


able animal (5) 

26 Person taking lead article in 
strong case (4) 


Wio a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 

When vuu have tin answers to the Orel three dues across AND the tiisi three dues down phone 0891 . .’1 1 017 and 
[cave tout answers with your name address and davurne telephone number by midnicht tomcm- E** ®K “jsm * a 
case ol Charles Wells Bombardier Premium Bitter lo win. PLUS hum aB entries for the week a winner will be se- 
lected for a Weekend for two in a Charles Wells Country Hotel. 

f:i»k cost 39p per minute cheap rale. 49p per minute all oihei times . . . 

Winners will oe selected at random trom all correct entries received. No cash alternative. Normal Nwpupcr Fub- 
ikhing rules apply. Editors decision Ls final. Winners names can be obtained by sending an SAE to - Cnarfcs Wells 
Crossword. Umi 'A. Bows House. St Rios Road. Maidenhead SLb 7QU 
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Greg Rusedski continued his 
timely run of good form in 

Sydney yesterday when he won 
through to ihe semi-finals of the 
Peters International tourna- 
ment. 

With the Australian Open - 
the first Grand Slam of the sea- 
son starting on Monday - the 
British Nol beal Scott Draper, 
of Australia 6-4. 4-6. 6-3. 

The unseeded Briton is 
joined in the last four by top 
seed Goran Ivanisevic, who 
beat another Australian. Mark 
Woodforde. 6-4. 7-5- 

It was not such a good day for 
another Briton. Chris Wilkin- 


son, who was forced to retire 
from his last- 16 match with the 
lop-seeded Paul Haarhuisat the 
Indonesian Open. 

Wilkinson, ranked 130 in the 

world, pulled uut due to dehy- 
dration at 3-0 down in the sec- 
ond set, having lost the first 6-1 . 

Rusedski and Tim Henman 
- bolh ranked in the world's lop 
1U0 - arc guraniced a place in 
the draw for the Australia Open 
hut three other British men who 
were attempting to qualify fell 
at the first hurdle in Melbourne 
yesterday. 

Andrew Richardson. Danny 
Sapsford and Nick Baglin all 
went out in the opening round 


Richardson lost 6-3, 6-2 to 
Steve Campbell, of the United 
States. Weyb ridge’s Sapsford 
was beaten 6-4, 6-3 by the Ital- 


ian Diego Nargiso and Baglin, 
from Macclesfield, went down 
7-6, 6-3 to Takao Suzuki of 
Japan. 

Britain’s most experienced 
woman player Clare Wood, 
from Brighton, starts her qual- 
ifying campaign today. 

Meanwhile, Monica Seles 
remains unbeaten in Australia 
despite dropping her serve and 
having trouble in her 6-3. 6-2 de- 
feat of South Africa’s Mariaan 
De Swardt - one of only two 
players to beat Steffi Graf in 
1995 - in the Peters Interna- 
tional. 


of the qualifying competition. 
Lincolnshire left-hander 
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SENSATION 



□ internal E-IDE CD drive. 256K RAM PQ A! 

□ 230ms access time, AT API inteffeC8 CO 1 ! 


□ 230ms access time, AT API intsffeC8 

SHARP UX135 G3 PERSONAL FAX 

INCLUDES ONE YEAR ONSITE WARRANTY 

a Integral tax switch, handset 10 sheet doc teed - 

□ Copy function. 16 grey scale fj l/IQ 88 

□ BT approved/Mercurycompat C l*tO 

IBM 486SLC2 50MHz DESKTOP DEAL 

INCLUDING SUPERB 7 PIECE SOFTWARE BIHSJIE1 
a Fast IBM 50MHz 486SLC2 chip. 120Mb drive, 4MfrRAM. 
Q 3.5' floppy, 1 Mb video RAM, PCMCIA or ISA 16 bit slot 

□ 14’ mono VGA. kbd. DOS 6/Win 3.1 CQOO 89 

□ IBM 14” VGA colour add £100 LUUU 
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TRIUMPH ADLER PRINTER MODEL 
□ 5 ppm print speed. 1Mb RAM mernwy 
O PCI 5 emulation for DOS. parallel i/f 
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